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excite and promote the deraying” -oVe CE 
of Chriſtin the. Hearts ofChriſtians,77.2 = 
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that love him. _ 


If any man Love not | the PakT) "BEA OR 
let him be Anathema Maranatha, | 
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Tothe READER. * 
UR Saviour ſert an Epiſtle | 
from Heaven to the Church of - 

— Epheſus, wherein he reproveth : 
her becauſe ſhe had left her firſt love, 
and threatneth the removal of her Can« 
dleſtick, that he would take: away her 

Ls ht,if ſhe did n9t recover her Love. By 

| the ſame hand at the ſame time he ſens 

4 another Epiſtle to the Church of Lao: *© * 

| dicea, wherein he reproveth her Luke- 

warmmeſs, and threatneth becauſe ſhe. - 
was neither hot. nor cold, he would [pre 
hey out of his month, Rev. 2.4.5. &* 

3.15, 16. Apd are Chriſtians in Eng- 

land 4der no ſuch fin, in no ſuch dan- 

ger ? when ſome [coff at the flames f 

love to Chriſt, like dops that bark at the 

| Mooz fo far above them ; when the muſt 
nominal Chriſtizns are wholly ſtrangers 
ito this Love, whatever theis notional 
wet rowledge be; the former looking wpon 
Vt .4s but a fapcy, the latter having it. 
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| only i12 the Theory : and when amongſt 

F . zhoſe Chriſtians who love Chrif 4s fon 
cerity, there are ſo few that know what 
it ito Love Chriſt with fervour- end 
ardency : when there is fo General a de+ 
cay of Lone to Chriſt in the Land, Lord. 
what ts like to become of England ? 
| Have we not provoked the Lord to take 
| - away our Candleſtick, to ſuffer theworſe 
' "han Egyptian darkneſs to overſpread 
246 again, and cover \our Light, becauſe 
.3t ſhineth with ſuch cold beams, becauſe 
-#he Light of Kyowledee in the head tr} 
: accompanied with ſo- little warmth of 
- Love to Chriſt in the bearts. of moſt 
'. Chriſtians? every one will: fetch water 
Z0 quench fire in .a general conflagr a- 
tion; and ſurely there is need in a day 
of ſuch General decay of, Love to Chriſt, 
that ſome ſheuld fetch firesfire from Hea-| 
wen, and.uſe. bellaws_too, Arguments 
1 mean, ta enkindle and. blow. up the 
ſpark. ofa love to Chriſt, which ſeems [0 
ready.to expire, Reader, The follow- 
ing Diſcourſe concerning the True G bri- 
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to the Reader. 


{ti L. Ret "of 4» 
ſtrans Lowe of the Unſeen Chriſt, is not-.. 


finely ſpun, and curiouſly woven with 
neatneſſes of wit and language ; it is uot 


floarifhed and ſet off with variety of Mex 


taphors, Hyperbolies, Rhetorical Ele. 


gancies, or Poetical Fancies and- PFrag- 
ments; it is not adorned and fringed 


_ with the ſpecious ſbow, of many Marg:- 


nal Quotations excerpted out of divers 


Authors ; the Diſcourſe is plain, but the 


Author hath endeavoured that it might 


be warm, his deſign being more to advance - . 


his Maſter than himſelf in thy efteem.; 


and if he have leſ's of thy praiſe,ſo his Lord 


may have more of thy love,his great end is 
attained. The chief part of this Diſcoarſe 
concerning the Love of Chri, u« Applt- 


cation,and about two thirds of it Exhorta« 


ton, (there being generally in this know- 
ing' Age more need of excitation than in- 


formation, )where thou haſt variety of Ar- 
guments and motives to fir ap and pro-. 


wvoke unto the love of C hriſt,tozether with 


divers directions how to attain this love 


in thetruth and ſtrensth of it ,and wbere- 
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© The PREFACE,voc. 

"  7n the ſtrength of love to Chriſt ſhould 
| evidence it ſelf. There is alſo an Appen- 
'  dix added, for further encouragement un- 
zo the love of Chriſt, concerning Chriſt s 
E. manifeſtation of himſelf unto ſuch as 
Dove him. The whole Diſcourſe is pra- 
\. Etical, nothing in it controverſal ; not on- 
by Proteſtants, but Papiſts too will- ver- 
| Gally acknowledge the obligation which 
Chriſtians have to love Chriſt, and none 
F will oppoſe this that are true Chriſtians, 
- wore but Turks, Infidels and Devils are 
| profeſſedly againſt it.. That this lit- 
© #le Book may. be bleſſed by the Lord, to 
* be a means to warm and inflame thine 
t heart. with love to the unſeen Chrift, is 
- the earneſt Prayer of < 
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Whom having not ſeen, ye Love, in 

' whom, though now ye ſee him not, © 
yet Believing, ye Rejoyce with Joy 
unſpeakable, and full of Glory. 


HE Life of Chriſtianity doth 

_ confiſt very much in our love _ 

L. unto Chriſt. Without Love unto 
Chriſt, we are as much without Spiritoal 
Life, as a Carkaſs when the Soul is fled from 
it, iS without. Natural Life. Faith without 
love to Chriſt, is a dead Faith; and a : 

_ Chriſtian without Love to Chriſt, is a dead - 
: A 4 Chrifſti- | ; 
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F'2 The TrueChriſtians Love 
f Chriftian; dead in Sins and Treſpaſſes, 
'- Without Loveto Chrift,” we may have the 
Name of Chriſtians, but: we are wholly 
without the Nature:: we may have the 
Form of Godlineſs; but are wholly without 


” thePower. Grve me thine heart, 1s the lan- 


E Evage of God to all the Children of Men, 
Prov. 23.26. And give me thy Love, is 

thelanguage of Chriſt unto all his Diſciples. 
Chriſt knoweth"the command'and influ- 


- ence which Love to him, in the Truth and 


| Strength of ir, hath : How-it will engage 
- all che other AﬀecCtions of his Diſciples for 


- Him; that if he have their Love, their De-" 


F fires will be chiefly afrer Him ; their De- 
lights will be-chiefly m Hims their Hopes 


E I Expections will be chiefly from Him; 


heir Hatred, Fear, Grief, Anger, will be 
| carried: forth chiefly unto Sin, as ir is Of- 
 fenſive unto Him. He. knows that Love 
| will engage.and employ for him all the 
” Powers and Faculties of their Souls ; their 
Thoughts will be broughrinto Captivity and 


| Obedience: unto Him; their Underſtand- | 


> ings'will be employed. in ſeeking and find- 
| ing out his Truths ; their Memories will be 
Receptacles to'retain them ; their Conſci- 
Ence Will be ready to accule and excule as 
- his Faithful Depaties ; cheir Wills will 
"- thooks and refuſe according to his Dire- 
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of the Unſeen Chriſt. 35 
tion and Revealed Pleaſure. .. All cheir Sen- } 
ſes and the Members of-their Bodies,” will - 
behis Servants: their eyes will ſee far hinn, + 
their Ears will hear for him, cheir. Tongaes : 
will ſpeak for him, their hands will work 
for him, their feet will walk for him : All 
their Gifrs and Talents will be at his devo- 
tion and fervice.. If he haye: their Love, 
they will be ready to do for him what he 
requireth.; they will be ready to ſuffer for 
him, whatever he calleth them unto : If 
they have much Love to him, they will not ! 
think much of denying themſelves ; raking + 
up his Crots: and following him wherever 
he leadeth them ; loveto Chrift then being 
{o Effential unto trae: Chrifttanity, ſo ear 
neftly look'd for by our Lord and Maſter, 
ſopowerfully Commanding in the Soul and- 
over the whole Man, ſo greatly influential 
on Duty 3 Thavemadechoice of this ſubject 
_ of Lebe to- Chrift,: to treat, on; and my 
chief Endeavour herein ſhall be to excire- 
and provoke Chriſtians unto--the lively an} 
vigorous Exerciſe of this Grace of Love 
uatothe Lord Jelus Chriſt ; of whictfIncen- 
tives, there is a gteat and univeriatneBd,”! > 
The Epiſtle wherein my- Text lyeth, was 
written by Peter the Apoſtle of the Circum> 
ciſion, and isdirected to the Straugers fcat= 
Þ tered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappa= | 
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4 -The True Chriſtians Love 
-decia, Aſia and Bithynia, as inthe firſt ver. 
of this Chapter. By theſe Strangers we are 


- *to underſtand the ſcattered Fews, who were 
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E the Ads that there came up many of theſe 
Fews, from theſe and other Countries, - un- 
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more than the Heathens. did. The Apoſile | 
ee ee ae, GOULD. 


Strangers in theſe ſeveral Countries where 
they did inhabit, -We read in the 24 of 


to Fernſalem to Worlhip, and in the Tem- 
ple hearing the Apoſtles ipeak with divers 
Tongues, which-were of uſe in the divers 


-places where they did live, and that with- 
E out Inſtruction from Man, but as the Spirit - 
* - gave them utterance; they were aryazed 


and. confounded : \--and afterward hearing 
Peter preach, through the wonderful Pow - 
er of the Spiric,” three thouſand of them 
were Converted by one Sermon unto the 
Chriſtian Faith, and added to the Chriftian 
Church: When the Feaſt of Pentecoſt was-. 


_ over, theſe Converred: Fews returned into 


their Countries, where their ſeveral Dwel- 
lings, Families and Callings: were : which 


Countries being Heatheniſh and Idolatrous, 


ao doubt but there they met with Oppoſiti- 
en and; Suffering upon the account of the 
Chiiftian-Religion, which they became 
zealous Profeilors of,, beſides what rhey en- 
dured fiom their own Countrey-men, or. 
Unconverted Jewr, who hated Chriſtianity | 


of the Unſeen Chriſt, 5 
doth ſeem ta have a reſpect unto thele.in : 
this Epiſtle, wherein he doth encourage 
| them under their ſufferings for the take of 
Chriſt, by many confolatory Arguments. 
In the 29 v.he wiſheth thatGrace aud Peace 
might be maltiplyed in them and-towards : 
rhem, and then though their Sufferings did ; 
abound, their Conſolations wanld abonnd 
much more. Inthe 39, 4) and 5 ver. he 
blefleth God for his abundant Mercy to- 
wards them, in begetting them unto a lively. ? 
Hope of the glortous and never fading Hea- 
venly Inheritance which was reſerved for 
them through Gods infinite Grace, and un- - 
to-which they were reſerved and kept 

through Faith by Gods infinite power. fa 
the 6* and 7* verſes, he telleththem, how- 
ever they were in heavineſs through mani. 
fold Temptations, that is Aflitions, which 
are the Worlds left-hand Temptations; yet 
he giveth them to underſtand, that theſe affli- 
tions they were but for a ſeaſon; weeping 
may endure for a night, but joy cometh in 
. the morning ; they were but needful ro hum- 
ble them, to purifie them, to crucifie them 
to the world, to make them conformable 
to their head the Lord jJeſvs Chriſt, and that 
they were for the tryal oi their faith, that. 7? 
_ the truth of ic. might appear both to theme _ ? 
ſelves and others, and thar the worth of it _ 
- Eh a EL a Might 
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might appearnow much more precious than 


rying them through their ſufferings, might 
- be found both to their own praiſe and their 
Maſters honour, at the appearing of Jeſus 
 _Chriſt ; and then the Apoſtle doth take oc- 
caſign in the text to ſpeak of their Love 


_ .and of that unſpeakable and glorious joy, 
-- Which doth reſult from believing in him,al- 
| .though they had no fighrof him, which no 
'. trouble or affliction could overwhelm or 
.hinder. Whem; having not ſeen ye love, in 
| whom though now ye ſee him not, yet believing 

_ ye rejoyce with joy unſpeakable ard full of Glo- 
 27y. Henceoblerve, 


Dott. 1. That it is the Property and duty of 
true Chriſtians to Love Feſus Chriſt whom 
. they have never ſeen, Whom having not 
 __TeenyeLove. 
Dodd. 2. That true Chriſtians do Believe 
_- 4n an unſeerChriſt. In whom though now 
_. yeſee Him not, yer believing. 
Doct. 3. That. true Chriſtians do or may rex. 
fJoycern Believing with unſpeakable and glo- 
r1045 joy. In'whom, though now ye ſee 
him not, yet Believing ye rejoyce with 
Joy unſpeakable, and full of Glory. 
._:- Heie axe three great points to be treated 


... Gold whenit is tryed inthe Fire, which car-- 


- -which/ they did bear unto this Jeſus Chriſt, 


of. ]. 
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- unto Chriſt. 2. Concerning the Faith of 
Chriſtians in Chriſt. 3. Concerning the joy 
of Chriſtians in Believing. For the preſent 
I ſhall ſpeak only of the Love of Chriſtians 


unto Chriſr under the firſt Doctrine, the 0- 


ther two | may have opportunity to treat of 
afterwards. 
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SECTION Li 
Doct. To it is the Property and Duty of 


true Chriſtians to. love the Lord 

Feſus Chriſt, whom they have never ſeen. 

In handling of this point,. 1 ſhall-ipeak, 

. Concerning true Chriſtians, who do love 
Joſs Chriſt. 2. Concerning Jelus Chriſt 
whom they have never ſeen, the Object of 
theix, Love. 3. Concerning the Love which 
they bare unto this unſeen Chriſt. 4. Shew 
that it1s the Property of true Chriitians tos 
Love Jeſus Chriſt whom. they nave never 
ſeen. 5. Thatitis their Duty to love him. 
6. How they ought to love Him. 7. Why 
they. do Jave Him, where |] ſhall give the 
reaſons of the point. 8. Make fome We 
and Application. 

1. Concerning true Chriſtians, whoſe pro- 
xeity it 1s to love Jeſus Chriſt whom we 
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of. 1. Concerning the Love of Chriſtians 


Y. 


E- 8 The True Chriſtians Lowe 
have never ſeen, whom having nat ſeen ye 
love; ye love, that is, ye who are true Chri- 
ſtians, whoare 'fo in reality as well as pro- 
feſſion-; and of theie true Chriſtians that do 
love Chriſt, the Apoſtle doth give a deſcrip- 
tion inthe 24 ver. where he calls them, Ele# 
according to the foreknowledge of God the 
Father, through Santtification of the Spirit 
anto obedience, and ſprinkling of the blood of 
 Teſus.Chriſt, True Chriſtians are Elect ac- 
| acording to the foreknowledge of God the 
Father, they are ſuch whom God accord- 
| Ing to the Councel of his own will, accord- 
' ing to his ownpurpole and prace, did chooſe 
+. fromall Ecerniry to be a holy and peculiar 
people to himſelf, to glorifie him here on 
Earth, and that they might be glorified by 
| him hereafter in heaven. And this election 
- doth evidence it ſelf in the SanQification of 
the Spirit; true Chriſtians are ſanQified, be. 
| 1ng ſeparated and fet apart from the reſt of . 
' the world, for Gods aſe and fervice : God 
hath ſealed them for himfelf, .and- hereby 
- diſtinguiſhed them from all others, the Mot- 


.. to of which ſeal is this, Holineſs. utito the 


Lord. See adeſcription of them ip this re- 
 Tpect, 2 Tim, 2.21. Jf any man purge him- 
| ſelf from theſe, he ſhall be a veſſel unto Ho- 
 . Pour, ſanttificd and meet for the maſters uſe, . 
b- ard prepared wito every good work : they are 
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of the Unſeen Chriſt, © © 
purged from the defilement of fin, which 
doth pollute and diſhonour them, they are 
veſſels unto honour, like thoſe of Silver 
and Gold in a great houſe, which are adorn- 
ed with Pearls and precious ſtones; they 
are adorned with all ſanctifying graces, 
which are of more worth than the richeſt 
Jewels ; and hereby they are both beautt- 
ful in Gods eye, and they are made meet 
| for Gods uſe, being hereby prepared” and 
"egabled unto every good work. This the 
Apoſtle prays for in the behalf of the The/- 
_ \ſalomans, 1 Theſ. 5.23. And the very Godl . 
of peace ſaniiifie you wholly, and I pray God :, 

ur whole Spirit, and Soul, and Body be pre- 
ſerved blameleſs unto the coming of our Lora 
Feſus Chr:ft, True Chriſtians are fanctify- 
, ed wholly, in their whole man, though they 
be not fanftified thorowly ; they are {anti 
fied in every part, though they arECnot ſan 

tified in the higheſt degree. Their whole 
* Spirit is fancCtifted, that is, the higher faculties 
ofthe ſoul, namely the underſtanding and the - 
will : their Underſtandings are enlightned 
by the Spirit unto a ſpiritual diſcerning: both 
of-good* and evil, beyond what any natu= ; 
ral man doth or can attain unto ; their Wills ; 
are bowed, or rather rectified, and made 3 
ftraight,. being enclined unto God and Eis 
- -Eaw. Their'Souls are fanCtified in the in. * 
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feriour faculties, in all the affections belong- 
ing both to the concupiſcible and theirraſci- 
ble appetite; 'their liking affections of love, 
 defire, delight and hope, are towards God Þ} 
and Chriſt and things above; their difliking | 
/ affections of hatred, fear grief and anger 
are towards fin. - Their, bodiesalfo are fan- 
Ctified, being made members of Chriſt, and 
- 4oſtruments of Righteouſnels ; -their eyes, 
| Ears, tongues, hands, feet and every part, 
being devoted. to God, and madeutle of fpr 
his glory : Thus true Ghriſtiansare fanCtifi- 
ed by.the Spirit. And-they are 1anctified un- 
to obedience,the graces which are. wrought 
Sy theSpiritintheirhearts, do appearin the 
'obedience oftheir-lives-; the courſeof their 
lives ia courſe of obedience unto the-laws 
of Chriſt : they are ſanctified unto obedi- 
| ence, andthey are {anctified unto, ſprinkling 
* of theblood- of Jeſus Chriſt : God hath' ſer 
| themapart to be ſprinkled with the blood 
of theimmaculate Lamb, who: takes away 
ſin, that they might be pardoned and ſaved ; 
ſach-are true Chriſtians, who love Chriſt 
whom they have not ſeen. 
 SEOTIONCIE 


3 mecendlyeC” , .Oncerning-the pbject-of irue 
F :  {-- - WJ Chriftians Love, and thatis 
b Jeius Chriſt whom they. have never .leen. 
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the eye of ſenſe, bur 1t was in his ſtate of 


s of the Unſeen Chriſt, - 11 
This Jeſus Chriſt whom they love, is the 
Eternal Son of God, the ſecond Perſon in 
the-glorious Trinity, -who'in time aſſumed 


. our: Humane Nature, cloathed himlelfiwith 
our mortal Fleſb, lived like a fervant-in a 
' mean condition, died like a malefaftor the 


curſed Death of the Crolts, and all for our 


- fakes, for our fins, role again the third day 


for our Juſtification, aſcended up into hea- 
ven after forty days, and there is ſer down 
at che right hand of the-throne.of the Maje- 
ty on' high, to make intercefſion for us, 
and to make preparation there for our recep- 
tion, into the glorious Manſions and Eternal 
Habitations, which are in the Fathers houſe. 
Heis called Feſ#s from the Hebrew':word 
PU? which fignifieth ro ſave, becauſe he ſa- 
veth his People from their ſins, Mat. 1.21. 
He is called Chriſt from the Greek word 
xo, which fignifieth ro anoint, he being 
anointed by the Eather with the Spirit and 


with Power, to be Mediator between God 


and Man, to be the great Prophet, and Prieſt; * 
and King of the Church. This Jeſus-Chriſt 
Chriſtians have not ſeen with the eye of 
lenſe ; indeed ſome Chriſtians in the primi- 
tive times, as the Apoſtles, who were of his 
family, and other difciples who converled 
with him frequently,” did: ſee Chriſt with 


Humili- | 
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Humiliation, when he was here upon the 
Earth, not in his ſtate of-Exaltation, now 
_ heisim Heaven, yet ſome have ſeen Chriſt 
- after his Aſcenſion, namely Pal at his con- 
verſion, and Stepber: the Proto-martyr be- | 
fore hedyed ; but none have had a perfect 
ſight with bodily eyes of the Glory which }_ 
is upon Chriſt's body, the luſtre of which is 
ſo great that none can behold it in this ate 
of weakneſs and imperfeGtion, and live. 
But whatever ſight ſome Chriſtians have had 
formerly, no Chriſtians now have a ſight of 
Chriſt's Perſon; they have heard of him 
with the hearing of the Ear, but they have ' 
not ſeen him wich the ſeeing of the Eye 3 
they have ſeen Repreſentations of Chriſt in 
the Sacrament, but they have never ſeen his 
Perſon that is repreſented ; they have feen 
his Image upon their Fellow-Chriſtians, but 
they have not ſeen the Original from whom 
this Image hath been drawn. Some Chriſti- 
ans have been in-7«dea, and ſeen the place 
where the Lord lived ; and at Feruſalem 
and ſeen the-place where the Lord dyed; |. 
and viſited the place of his Sepulchre,where | & 
the Lord for atime did lye :. and they have | it 
ſeenthe Mount whence the Lord Aſcended ; Þ*Þ 
but no Chriſtians now alive have been in oi 
: 
di 
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Feruſalem, and on Mount Son, which is [9 
above, to ſee where the Lord now is in his} 
S- Glory. [- 
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Glory. Ir is this Jeſus Chriſt whom Chri- 
ſtians have not ſeen, that is the Object of 
their Love. © | 


em. 


—_—_ 
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SECTION Ul. 


| —_ — the Love which 


true Chriſtians do bear un- 
to this unſeen Chriſt. Love is the going 
forth of the Heart anto the Object beloved 3 
and the Love which irue Chriſtians do.bear 
unto Jeſus Chriſt, is a Grace wrought by the 


{| Spiric in their hearts, whereby upon dil- 
covery and believing Apprehenſions of 


Chrifts infinite Lovelineſs and- Excellency, 
his matchleſs Love, Grace and Mercy 3 


1 their Hearts do go forth toward him in ear- 
| neft defires after Union to him, and Com- 
| munion with him, wherein they take chief 


Complacency ; and this accompanied with 
a yielding and dedication of themſelves un- 
to his will and ſervice. 

r. The Love of Chriſtians unto Chriſt is 4 
Grace wrought in their Hearts by the Spirit. 
It 1s a Flower moſt Sweet and Fragant, but 
there fs no Seed of it in the Nature of any 
Man fince the Fall, it is planted in the Soul 


by the Spirir of God. Love to Chriſt is a 
divine Spark,that comes down from above ; 


an”: The True Chriſtians L ove 
a fire whichis kindled by the breath-of the 
Lotd, whole Effence is Love. 

2. TheGround of this Love to Chriſt, is 


the diſcovery and- believing Apprehenſions 4 I. 


 Chriſts Lovelineſs and Love. There mu 

be firſt a diſcovery 'of Chriſt as a ſuitable 
Object for love, and not a bare Notion of 
this, but believing apprehenſions of ir, that 
Chriſt is infinitely lovely , ſuperlatively 
excellent, and that his love is matchteſs and 
tranſcendent rowards the Children of Men ; 
thatthereisa Treaſury in him, and a Storg- 
houſe of all Graces, and the moſt needful 


F . and rich Supplies ; otherwiſe there will be 


no going forth of the Heart in loveunto him. 
.' 3. The Aftings of Chriſtians love to Chriſt, 
E531 their deſires after Union'\unto, ard Com- 


--  munion with Chriſt. Ttis the Nature of tove 


to deſire Unionto the Objett beloved;eſpe- 
.  Cially of this love to Chriſt : and. this Unior 
_ . being attained, the deſires. are afrer Com- 
' _  munion with Chriſt, Converſe and Fellow- 


ſhip with him ; no converſe is fo deſirable 


as: with the Perſons'whom we moſt dearly 
love : and this Communion being attained, 
there- is chief Complacency therein, the 
Soul doth fweetly reſt zhd repole.it ſelf in 
gg and rejoyceth in his! preſence and 
PYe Pt 9) a: vn SELSTH 


4. Fhe Concomitant of this Love whichy. 
: truch * 
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true Chriſtians have unto Chriſt, is a yielding 
and dedication of themſelves unro hu will and 

- Service. Lovers do pive themſelves unto. 


- | thoſe whom they love ; this accompanieth 

| the Marriage Union ; and ſuch as love 

. | Chriſt, they are eſpouſed and joyned-unto_ 

ce | Chriſt; and they give themielves unto 

- | Chriſt, tobe his, and wholly ar his diſpole, _ 
, | 25 the Wife giveth her ſelf unto the dil-' 

; | poſe of. her Huſband. - at” 

: | —_ _ 

1 SECTION Iy. 1 
© | Fourthly , He Fourth thing is to ſhew; 

P that it is the Property of all 

= | true Chriſtians to Love this unſeen Chrift. 


& | True Chriſtians are difterenced and diſtin- 
>. | guiſhed, not only from all Heathens and In- 
{| fidels, butalſo fromall bare Nominal Chri- 
i. | ſttans, by their love to Jeſus Chriſt. Ir is 
,.| te Property of Covetous Perſons to -love 
te worldly Wealth-and Riches: It is the Pro- 
ly | pefty:oF ambitious 'Pettons to love world? 
df 1y Honour and Dignities: It.is the!proper= 
hell fy-'-of voluptnous Perſons im love. fenſual 
ind Pleaſures and Delights! Andar iis the Pro- 

perty of true Chriſtians-to-love:Jeſus Ghriſt 
. Whom they have never ſeen, None bur fuch 
| avare true: Chriftians:do/Love:Chrifiind - 

"$2188 —_ 


- ans to believe, it is their Property alſo to 


Y6 The TrueChriſtians Love 
all thoſe that are true Chriſtians do love him. - 
The lovelineſs of Chriſt doth appear not to 
the Eye of Senſe, but to the Eye of Faith ; 
they that do not ſee him with this Eye,they 
cannot love him ; and they that do ſee him 
with this Eye, they cannot chooſe but love 
him. Such as do not love Chriſt, ir is not 
- - becauſe Chriſt wants Beauty, but becauſe 

' they are blind: Now all true Chriſtians | 4 
have this Eye of Faith to diſcern Chriſt's Ex- J''f 
cellencies; and none but true Chriſtiaus have J*!! 
this Eye ; the Eſſence of Chriſtianity doth 
conſiſt in Believing : Reaſon makes ns Men, Jia 
bur Faith makes us true Chriſtians. It be- Jr 
ing therefore the property of true Chrifti- J'hc 


love this Unſeen Chriſt. 


LY 
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SECTION V. 


Fifchly, "r= Fifth thing is to ſhew, that | . 
W it is the Duty of all rrue Chri- Punſe 
| - Rijansto love this. unſeen Chriſt ; this wil 
- appear if. you; look:into Fobu 21.15,1617+. | 
Peter was one of the boldeſt and forwardeft F/ 
of all Chrifts Diſciples, bat he had been Pc: 
 wWithal too ſelf-confident, which was the in- 
”-- troduction-unto, and laid the foundation for 
| hbisfalland thrice ſhameful denial of wir Lie] 
Fer: | erz] 
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| ſter; alook from his Lord put him in re- 
membrance, and brought him to Repen- 
tance, with bitter weeping for his fin ſo ſoon 
as it was committed. After our Saviour was 
riſen from the dead, he appears unto Peter 
Þ with other of his Diſciples,and in this place 
he asketh the ſame queſtion in the fame 
words three times, $:7m07 Sor of Fonas,low- 
eft thou me ? Whereby as he doth racitly 
upbraid him for his great ſin, in his three 
times denyal of him (which had there not 
been a defect in his love, he would never 
have done) ſo he dothalto pive a ſignificati- 
gon, that love to himſelf is the greatdaty,and 
Jithe great thing which he doth look for in all 
his Diſciples. n 
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SECTION VI. 


Sixthly,%S* He Sixth thing is to ſhew, how 
x Chriſtians ought to Tove this 
nſeen Chriſt. | 
1, Chriſtians ought to love Chriſt with 
incerity of Love; Eph.6.24. Grace be with 
ul them that love our Lord Feſus Chriſt in 
incerity. It was the great fin of Fadah,Fer. 
.10, that ſhe eurned not tothe Lord with 
whole hearthut ſognedly : ſo it is a great 
$Þtolove Chrilt with a feigned and wn 
| | critica 


as  TheT; be briſtians Love 


|  Qaica love ;.,the love of | Chriſtians to 


_ ward profeſſion, bat their love maſt be cor- 
dial; -in the heart, and fo a love indeed and 


they.muſt love Chriſt for himſelf, and not 


Chriſt only for Temporal gain, is hypocriti- 

cal love; to love Chriſt: chiefly for- other 

gain, is not ſo fpiritual, but to love Chrift 

for his own excellencies and perfections, 

is-moſt fincere and generous ; 
_ of love to Chriſt is every ones duty. 

2. Chriſtians ought to love Chriſt with 
Supremacy of loye, rhey muſt place him in 
the higheſt. ſeat of their hearts ; 
Great King, and he looks for the Throne, 
and that. all -Creatures,ſhoold -be- placec 
beneath him, and ſrand at this Footſtool : 
Mat. 10. 37.  Hethat loveth Father or Ao 
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Chriſt ought to be fiacere, in regard of the - 
habit and inward workings of it, they muſt 
love him not only in ſhow, word, and out-- 


.1n agruth : and the love of Chriſtians to Chriſt 
mult beincere in regard of the objeRt of it, 


chiefly for what they get by him; to- love, 


this 11 Lncenty: 


he 1s-all 


e word | 
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the Husband to love his Wife as his own Bo-. 
dy, and as Chriſt loved the Church ; they 
may love Sons, Daughters, Brethren, Siſters, 
Kindred, Friends, yea Enemies, and they 


ought to do it; yetall muſt be with a ſub- 


ordinate love, but they muſt love Chriſt .. 
withtheir chief love; otherwiſe they arenot * 
'| worthyto ſtand inthe relation of Diſciples. - 
3. Chriſtians ought to love Chriſt with 
Ardency of Love: Luke 24. 32. And they 


ſaid one to another,” Did not our Hearts burn - 


ry within us, while he talked with us by the way, 
Li and whilehe opened to usthe Scriptures? This 
2, | burning love Chriſt enkindled 'in the hearts 
Y4 of his Diſciples, and this burning love Chriſt 
{| requireth of all Chriſtians z-Carr. 8.6, 7. 
ny \ Love is ſtrong as Death, the coals thereof are . © 
ny coalsof Fire whichhath a-vehement Flame : 


al any waters cannot quench Love, neither + 


ej can tbe Floods drown it. Such a ſtrong ve- 
ed hementardentflaming love Chriſtians ſhould 
 :| have unto Jeſus Chriſt, which allthe waters 
do} of AMiction may not be able to-quench, 
hel which no Floods of temptations or Perſecu- 
my tion may be able to drown and overwhelm. 
rd” Therefore, | | 

' 4. Chriſtians ought to love Chriſt with 
ry Conſtancy of Love. Having begun to love 
ng him, they ought to continue to love him, 
2M and to love him unt6 theend z asthey ought 
.i B . © oo) 
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- to be conſtant in their Obedience, and to 
.perſevere in their-other Graces; ſo they 


*:Grace of love-to Chriſt. 


£ SECTION vIL 
- Yeventhly, —% Seventh thing is to ſhew, 


| why true Chriſtians do love 
Chriſt, -whork they have never ſeen. 
 ..2- Rea. 1. True Chriſtians do love Chriſt 


- without which their Bodies would ſtarve 
with Hunger : Men do love their neceſſary 
” Raimentand Habitations, without which in 
* Winter Seaſons their Bodies would ſtarve 
| -with-Cold. _ Men do love their neceſſary 
+ Friends, upon whom ( under God ) they 
” Have their Dependance, and from whom 
| they have all their Subſiſtence : Butno thing 


- needful to the Body, as the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
- ts unto the Soul: and as the Excellencies of 
FE qhaSoul are far beyond_the Excellencies of 

the Body, ſo the neceſſities of the Soul are 
far beyond the neceſſities of the Body: 
which neceſſities can be anſwered by none 


' ought to be conſtant and to perſevere in this 


+ Becauſe of the Need which they have of - 
” hime Men do love. their neceſſary Food, 


in the World; or Friend in the World, is1o 


bur Jeſus Chriſt ; and therefore-true Chri-: 


 Nians]- .. 
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ſtians do love him. ' At firſt Converſion 
when they were convinced of Sin, awakefi- ' 
edout of their carnal ſecurity, O what need *: 
had they, and did they ſee they had of 
Chriſt ! they perceived themſelves to be 
loſt, and that it was Chriſt only that could 
favethem ; they felt the wounds of Conſci- 
ence, and it was Chriſt only that could heal * 
them ; they feared the wrath of a ſin-re- 
venging God, and ir was Chriſt only that 
could deliver them; The Remiſhon, Re- : 
conciliation and Salvation, which they had' 
by Chriſt, did lay the firſt Foundation .of a 
moſt endeared love unto Chriſt 5 And ſtill 
they perceive a continual need of Chriſt, 
_ to procure daily pardon for them, and to 
"convey daily ſupplies of Grace unto them 2 
They have need of Chriſt, when they are 
' | dark to enlighten them ; when they are 
/ | dead to quicken them; when they are 
a } ſtreighrned to enlarge them'; when they 
g | are weak to ſtrengthen them; when they 
O } are fad to-comfort' them ;; when they are 
tempred to ſuccour them ; when they are 
of | fallen to raiſe them; when they are in 
of } doubts to reſolve them; when they are un-* 
re Þ der fears to encourage them ; when they 
| Kagger to eſtabliſh them ;* when they wan- 
E | der to reſtore them, Chriſt, and none but 
Chriſt, cin do all this, and more than this 
E= for , 
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* forthem: and therefore becauſe of the need 


* and nſefulneſs of Chriſt, true Chriſtians do 
| love him. _.. © : 


| Chriſt, becauſe of the Lovelineſs of Chriſt ; 
---which Lovelineſs though it be not and can- 
- not here be ſeen by the eye of the Body, 
 yetitis evident unto the eye of Faith : ſee 
| thedeſcription which 1s given of Chriſt the 
Beloved, by his Spouſe the Church, Carr. 
5.9. The Daughters of Jeruſalem there 
| enquire of the love fick Spouſe, IVhat is thy 
Beloved more-than another Beloved, O thou 


more than another Beloved, that thou doſt ſd 


- deſcription, ver. 10. ly Beloved is White 

- ard Ruday, the chiefeſt among ten thouſand; 

'- and after ſhe had ſet forth his Graces, beau- 

ties, and excellett accompliſhments, in 

* © Metaphors taken from beauties in the 1eve- 
xal 'parts of mans body, in the 11, 12, 13, 
and 14 verſes, ſhe concludeth in_the 15, 
and 16'verſes, His countenance is as Leba- 
non, excellent as the Cedars. His mouth is 
moſt ſweet, yea he ts alogether lovely. This 
is my Beloved,and this is my Friend,O Dangh-. 
ters of Feruſalem.. The Spouſe is here ac- 
knowledged to be the faireſt amongſt Wo- 
men, and not only by the. Daughters of : 


© Rea. 2. TrueChriſtians do love an unſeen. 


| faireſt amongſt Women ? what is thy Beloved 


þ charge us ? Hereupon the Spoule giveth a | 


 Feruſa-þ | 


- But what beauty is there then in the Belov- : 


altogether lovely: Many defefts may be | 


 found*in the moſt amiable perſons, _ | 
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Feruſalem, "but her- beloved, who had a. 
more curious eye, doth both: commend. 
her lovelineſs, and admire it : ch. 6. 4, F- 
Thou art beautiful, O my Love, as Tirzab, 
comely as Feruſalem : Turn away thine eyes 
from me, for they have. overcome me 5 and ; 
ver. 10. Who is this that locketh forth as the © 
Morning, fair as the Men, clear as the | 
Sun, and terrible as an Army with Banners ? | 


ed? if the Church 'be beantiful beyond, all : 
other of the Children of men, how beauti- * 
fal is Jeſus Chriſt, from whom the Charch : 
doth derive all its comeline{s ? He is ſaid to * 
be IFhite and Ruddy, that ſhews the beau- | 
ty of his face 3- and his countenance is faid . 
to be as Lebanon, and like the lofty Cedars 
thereof, that ſhews the Majeſty of his face;/- 
His Month is ſaid to be moſt. ſweet ; and : 
{weet it is indeed, in regard of the gracious 
words which proeeed from it: no Do-- 
Ctrine fo ſweet as Chriſt's Doctrine, no : 
Precepts ſo ſweet as Chriſt's Precepts, no”. 
Promites ſo ſweet as Chriſts Promiſes. But ? 
toſum upall excellencies and perfeCtions ina ; 
word, heis ſaid tobe altogether Lovely; there 
is no Perſon or Thing inthe World that is 7 
moſt lovely, which can properly be called-. 


* © 
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* much:infafficiency may be found in the moſt 
deſirable things; bur Chriſt is altogether 
- lovely; unlovely.in no reſpec, there being 
- no Ipot or blemiſh, yo defect or *imperfe- 
& Etion to be found in him; and he is lovely 
* 4n every reſpect, there is an incomparable 
- and tranſcendent amiableneſs in Chriſts per- - 
- lonineveryregard. In the perſon of Chriſt 

"the humane nature and the divinenature are 
F 22 Conjunction, he.is moſt lovely in regard 
E of both. His humane nature is compound- 
ed of Body and- Soul. Hs Body is moſt 
| beautiful, a moſt glorious beauty and luſtre * 
"3s put-upon it ;. whatever it were in his ſtate 
* of humiliation, be ſure it hath a glorious 
” beauty now 1n his ſtate of exaltation. It is 
| called owe 75 Zn a glorious body, Phil, 
--3.21. If theface of 47o/rs did ſhine with 
* zelplendent Glory, after his converſing For- - 
” ty dayes with God in Mount Sia: which 
t was below; how doth the body of Chriſt 
* ſhine, which hath been above Sixteen hun- 
” dred:years in Mount Sioz which is above ? 
-1 am perſwaded that Chriſts Body is the 
þ. moſt\Beautiful of all Viſible Creatures. Bur 
"the beauty of Chris Souldoth excell: No 
E creature whatever, hath ſach ſhining exccl- 
| lencies as are in. the Soul of Chriſt ; all: the 
} excellencies that are, -or ever were in any 
- creature, are like a Feather laid in the Bat 
E _ . lance ©. 
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lance with the exceeding weight of his glo- 
' rious excellencies and perfections. Chriſt 
excelled the moſt excellent men that ever 
lived, asto Spiritnal Endowments, when he: 
was here upon the Earth ; He excelled 146+ 
ſes in Meekneſs, Solomon in Wildam, Fob in 
Patience ;z and how much doth he excell now - ; 
heis in Heaven ? he excelleth not only the 
Spirits of juſt men made Perfect, bur alfo-. 
the moſt glorious and holy Angels that ne=- 
 verſinned: Ifany Creatures have Wildomy : 
it is but a Beam, Chriſt is the Sun ; If they 
have Goodneſs, it is but a drop, in Chriſtis | 
the Ocean ; If they have Holineſs, it1s bug ! 
a Spark or dark ſhadow, Chriſt is-the-* 
Brightneſs of his Fathers Glory ; If they © 
have the Spirit, they have it but infome 
meaſure,the Spirit is givento Chriſt without* 
Meaſure, Foh. 3. 34. Chriſt is moſt lovely + 
in his Manhood, ſo nearly united unto his: ? 
Godhead ; and how lovely is he in his God=. 
head ! as God, heis equal in all Glorious: 
Excellencies with the Father. Chriſts God- : 
head implyeth excellency of Being, -he call-- 
eth himſelf 7am, Joh. 8. 28. Excellency of 
Glory, therefore called The Lord of Glory, 
1 Cor. 2.8. and King of Glory, Plal. 24.7. * 
Lift up your heads, O ye Gates, and be ye lift: | 
up, ye Ebexlaſting Doors, and the King of: * 
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| fome, to be ſpoken of Chriſts Afcenſion, 
and the Angels and Saints making way for 
his Triamphant Entrance, and Pofſeſſion of 
' his Heavenly Palace. Many deſcriptions are 
_ Siven in the New Teſtament, of this lovely 
Perſon: I ſhall mention only one; Cl. 1. 
' I5,16, 17, 18, 19. Who ts the Image of the 

#nv1iſible God, the Firſt-horn of every crea- 
 \zare for by him were all things created, that 
' are in Heaven,and that are in Earth, Viſible 
- end Inviſible, whether they be T hrones, or Ds- 
þ 2113750113, or principalities,or Powers, all things 
| Were mace by him and for him: And he is be- 
| fore all things, and by him all thirgs conſiſt - 


| Ana heis the Head of the Body, the Church , 


who 25 the begirming, the Firſt-born from the 
Dead, that in all things he might have the 
| Preeminence : Fort pleaſed the Father that 
| #1 him all fullneſs ſhould dwell. If weread, 
| believe and conſider this great Deſcription 
ob Chriſt, we muſt needs ſee and ſay, that 
Chriſt is mot Excellent and Amiable, and 
| That no beloved is like to the Beloved of true 
| Chriſtians; therefore it is that true Chriſti- 
- -ans do love Chriſt,becaule of his lovelinels. 

Rea, 3. True Chriſtians do love Chriſt, 


| becauſe of Hislove; His love which he doth 


| bear to them: He loves them with a firit 
' Jove, and with a free love z, he loves them 


an 


with a tender and compaſſionate love, with 
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an ative or doing love, with a paſſive or. 
ſuffering love; his love is Infinite without: 
Bounds or Limits ; it is Superlative without 
compariſon, Tranicendent beyond compre-_ 
henſion, Everlaſting wichout change, and 
which will have no end or concluſion ; He 
lov'd them when they were polluted in theit” 
ns, and waſht them with his own blood 5: 
he loved them when they were Naked in- 
their Souls, and cloathed them with the” 
Robes of his Righteouſneſs ; he loves thens: 

in their ſickneſs and ſorrows, and is their 
Comforter ;. he loves them in their: wants: 
and ſtraits, and js their Benefactor; heloves: 
them in Life, and is the Life of their Souls ;. 

he loves them at Death, and is the Stay of- 
their Hearts; and he loves them after 
Death, and will be their Portion for ever.' 
There is great Reaſon that true Chriſtians: 
ſhouldlove Chriſt, becauſe of his-lovelineſs ;. 

| Þ and there is further reaſon that they ſhould 

 Þ| love him, becauſe of his love, elpecially; 

> | when both are incomparable, both are in-- 
comprehenſible. I ſhall further ſpeak (God 
willing) unto both theſe with other reaſons,, 
under the motives in the Exhortation to ex-- 
cite Chriſtians to the love of Ciriſt.. © 
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ns. me _ —— —_——___uÞ__—_ __—_ 


SECTION VIL - 


Vſe 1.7 OR Information, hencelearn,that 
'— - .,Þ thereare butfew true Chriſtians 
 1n:the world, becauſe there are fo few that- 
: love this wnſeer Ghriſt : There are many 
Chriſtians in Name, few Chriſtians-in deed 
 andijntruth, Thetime hath been when o- 
penly to profeſs the Name of a Chriſtian, did: 
* argue true loveunto Jeſus Chriſt ; I mean 
| inthe Primitive times, when Chriſtians were 
4 Perſecuted by the Heathens, as in the ten 
| fixſt dreadful Perſecutions under the Heathen 
Emperours ; when the world was. watered 
with Chriſtian blood, then eſpecjally.at ſome 
| - times, andinſome, yea, moſt places, whoever 
openly acknowledgedthemielves tobe Chri- 
ſtians,they expoled themſelves unto Impri- 
ſonments, Racks, Tortures, Burnings, and. 
the moſt crnel:deaths; it was the Truth and. 
Strength of Love unta- Jeſus Chriſt, which 


ſake of Jeſus. Chriſt : But now there :are 
} call themſelves Chriſtians, being baptized 


 ip.Chriſt's name, bur they Are altogether 
Without: love to Chritt, whole name they 


carried: them thorow ſuch great ſufferings, |. 
as many did in thoſe dayes undergo forthe - 


Multitudes of bare nominal Chriſtians, they {| 


| bare: 


wn S EPL. 


of the Unſeen Chriſt. 


( where Chriſtianity is to be found in as 
great purity as in any place ) that love Jeſus 
Chriſt in ſincerity - No groſſely ignorant 
perſons do truely love Chriſt; ſuch as don't 
know Chriſt,they can't love him,#gnort nal 
la cupido, there is no deſire after, nor love 


unto an unknown thing ; an unknown evil. - 


cannot behated, and an unknown good can- 
not be loved. No groſfely Erroneous per- 
ſons, do truely love Chriſt; ſuch as do not 
receive Chriſt's Truths, they cannat love 


.Chriſts Perſon, Foh. 14. 23. If any man I 


love me, he will keep my words : The words of 
Chriſt do include, not only the words of him 
Precepts, but alſo the words of his Doctrinez 


Such as erfe groſſely, I mean in the. Funda=- - 


mental Truths of Chriſtianity, they are no 


friends to Chriſt, bat his Enemies, to far are - 


they from true loveunto him. No grofſely 
wicked perſons, dotruly love Chritt ; ſuch. 
as profane perſons, who Blaſpheme the name 


| of God in their hideous Oaths; thelove of 
| Chriſt doth teach an holy Awe and Reve- 
rence of Gods Name, fuch are Perſecutors of 
{| Gods People for Righteouliels fake. How 


can they love the Head, that hate the Mem- 
bers ? Chriſt accounteth himſelf to be Pere... 


& 
» 0 
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29 * 
bare : Surely there are but few, not only: 
inthe Chriſtian World, buteven in England: 


cuted, in the periecation of his Members, _ 


- =. 
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| A7.9. 4. Saul, Saul, why perſecuteft thou 
- me? and v.5. am Feſus whom thon per- 
| - ſecuteſt.: And ſurely Perſecutors of Chriſt do 
> not love Chriſt ; ſuch are {coffers at Religi- 
on, who deride- Holineſs, and mock atthe 
| name of a Saint or Godly perſon, whereby 
 they-evidently ſhew their contempt of the 
} Holineſs of Chriſt, from whom the Saints 
> derive all theits; and how can they love 
© Chriſt that do contemn him and his Image. 
| No unrighteous perſons do truely love 
Chriſt, whether they be ſo inTregard of di- 
- fiributative juſtice; or in regard of commu» 
* tativejuſtice; whether they be unrighteous 
' in Execution of judgment, in diſtribution of 


{ be unrighteous in their Traffick and Deals 
- Righteouſneſs, and how cantheyloye him, 
*. *thar do not keep this Commandement? No 
_ Covetous perſons do tfuely love Chrif, the 
4 __ faith, 17Jeh.2.15. If any man love 
- The 

him: Andi may lay, that if any man love 
 theworld, (that is, with his chief loye } 


E cn Earth, and upon Chtiſt who is above in 
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3 Rewards or Puniſhments,and whether they: 


_ 


\ 


$ ings; Chriſt ſtrictly requireth Juſtice and 


world, the love of the Father us not in-. 


- 1 the love of the San is not in him; the, love. 
* "Cannot be chiefly ſer uponthjngs below here) 


| Hearen:. No Licentious perſons? do truly 
b- by /E Chriſt, nc Drunkards 3. Adukexers, or - 
E. - SEES "78 tn & oy 
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_ . of the Unſeen Chriſt, 3x _ 
any that indulge themſelves in unlawful de. * 
 Nghts-; the love of Chriſt doth teach us to |. 
8 deny ſuch luſts, and to Mortifie them : No 

| meer civil perſons that are unconverteds no 
| Hypocrites that have a form of Godlinels, 
Þ burare wichout the power of it, do truely 
Move Chriſt ; the former may beloving and 
| courteous unto.men, but they have no love 
I to Chriſt ; the latter may profels love to 
f Chriſt, and ſeem to love him, but they do - 
not really love him. Inaword, none who © 
are under the reigning power of any fin, do. 
truly love Chriſt ; the reign of ſin is in the :. 
, heart, and this is inconſiſtent with the love : 
of Chriſt in the heart. Now let us ſeperate 
all theſe forementioned perſons from the 
Teſt; groſſely ignorant perions, groflely er- 
roneous pertons, groſlſely wicked pertons,. 
. the Profane, the Perſecutors of Gods Peo- 
- ple, the Scoffers at Religion, all Unrighte- 
ous perſons, all Covetous perſons, Drunk- 
ards, Adulterers, andall Licentious perfons, 
meer Civil perſons, Hypocrites, and all thac 
are. under the reigning power of fin, and 
how. few will there be lefc that.do truly 
| love Cnriſt? and by conſequence titers 
'} wil.,appear. bur .very few that are iro2- .. 
Chriſtians, | 


SECTION | 
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_ SECTION. IX. by 
-Uſe2. JO R Examination. Here you fo 
"25 Var may know whether you are: te 
trae Chriſtians, by the Tryalof your loveun-}} * 
 - to Jeſus Chriſt- Examine your {elves there-{, 
- forge, whether youlove Jeſus Chriſt whom hi 
; ou have never {een ; the moſt in the world. Fe 
do love truely thoſe perfons'and things only. i 
E - which they. have ſeen ; but can you fay: 'n 
- that you fincerely and chiefly, do love Jeſus ( 
Chriſt whom you have not ſeen? the lave | © 
- ofthe moſtdorh ariſe from thenotice which ( 
-. the Eye doth'give of the-Amiableneſs of the | " 
Objects beloved ; but doth- your love arife- Þ| -* 
-*- fromthe ngtice which the Ear hath given by 
| the word,of the Amiablenels which there is. 
E - at * | } | 2 SIE LES 3.3 
= "Qu: "How may we know whether we have- 
 grue love to Feſus Chriſt 7 | CO TH, 
- - Anſ. You may know the truth of your 
t lovetoJefus Chriſt, . 1..By your deſires af- 
E ter Chriſts preſence. 2.By your prizing and: 
& frequenting thoſe wayes wherein Chriſt isto' 
be fond; anEſceking him therein, 2. By: 
+ your love bf Chiifts Image. - 4." By your | 
; Obedience to Chriſts Commandemients. BE 
E Firſt, By your deſires after Chriſts pre=- 
+ ſence whereverthereis a great loye.ctoany | 
Ec "Ip ; | CIS. .perfon,. : bi 
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{ perſon, there is a deſireafter the preſence of 
F chat perſon. : .do.you ſincerely and earneſt- 


' of the Unſeen Chriſt. - 33. 


Aly deſire Chriſts preſence ? there is a two-. . 


”» 
A) 


- *y va. How is A Po = = y _- 


I fold preſence of Chriſt, His gracious pre- 
| ſence here, and his Glorious prelence at 
the laſt day. - | 7 ED 
- 2. "There is Chriſt's Gracious prefence 
| here, Feb. 14.18. I will not leave you com- 
 fortleſs, 1 will come unto you. 'You delire 
'thatſueh Friends and Relations would come: * 
' unto - you, but do 'you deſire chiefly that 


Chriſt would come unto you ? Chriſt com- 


eth ro. his Difciples in a way of graciogs 


Communication, ,iwa way of Gracious Ma- 


- nifeſration, and ina way oi {ſweet Conſola- 
tion which doth reſult from both. 10420 


r.. Do. you defire that Chriſt would come 
unto you in.a way of gracious communica- |. 
tion?. are. your deſires.after communication 


of ſpiritual light from Chriſt ro teach and: | 


: guide you 3: of© ſpiritual Life from Chrift 


|. puted to. you for your Jullification, buralſo 


- 


to quickenand encourage you, of ſpiritual 
Strength from Chriſt, ro ſupport you un 
der burdens, and enable you unto Daties ? 
do you earneſtly defire communications of 


all kinds, and furcher deprees of grace out. 


of that fulnefs of Grace which is in Chriſt? 


do: you: Huvger and Thirſt after Chriſt's 


Righteouinels, not only that it may be im- 


thar. 


wy, 
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- that i may be more and more imparted un-: 
-o you for your further:SanCtification, that 
you m:ght be brought and heteby wrought } 
" Into a-more perfect conformity and likeneſs 


Go 
4 
> - 
Rb, 
"3 + 
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love. © : j 
| 2." Do youdeſire that Chriſt would come } 
F unto youin a way of Gracious Maniſeſtati- 


uato Jeſus Chriſt - this isan evidence of true Yb 


He that loveth me, ſball 


"A 


on? Joh. 14.21. 
be loved of wy W 


of his heart ? are you grieved: when your 


| - beloved doth withdraw himſelf? when the: 
_ curtain 1s. drawn, and a cloud doth interpoſe 
- between you and this Sun of Righteouſneſs ;- 
- When he hideth and veileth-his face from: 
+ - you? and do you long after Chriſts returns, 
- and. the Diſcoveries- of: himſelf,unto you ?: 
| Come Lord Jeſus, Come quickly; Be as a Roe 
of. young Hart upon the. Mountains of Spi- 
ces; Leap-over the Mountains, -and hip» 


over the Hills, and make haſte unto my Soul, 


| | which 4s ſick of Love for thee in thy Abſence: | 


from me;: O.that I might. ſee thy, Face. which 


5 ſo Fair ! that 1 might bearthy Voice which 
4 fo. ſncet ! that I might feel thy preſence: 
| which. is ſo refreſhing ! Othat-1 nught behol@: | 


: h : | 
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ther, and I will love him, 
- and will manifeſt my ſelf unto him, Do yow: | 
E earneſtly deſitethe fulfilling of this promile ?: | 
+. that Chriſt would diſcover to: you more of 
' thelovelineſs of his-perfon, and of the love 
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of the Unſeen Chriſt, 35 © ? 


thy Heart-raviſhing ſmiles ! Say Lord that 
| Tr and thou art mine ;, that thou- 
lo 


ved me, and given thy ſelf for me; that 


Brby love to me was from Everlaſtins, an 

Ythat it © Unchangeable, Are thele or ſuch. 
Wike the breathings of your Souls ? Such are 
the breathings of | 


love wo Chrift. 
3. Do youdefire that Chriſt would come 


Sunco youina way of ſweet conſolation, which 


doth reiult from this communication” and 


manifeſtation ? are you defirous after the + ; 
f Oyl of gladnels, which Chriſt is Anointed 


withal ? that he would give you of the Un- 


 {Ction of the Spirit, not only to Sanftifie 


you, bur alſo.to comfort you? do-you de- 
;re that your Hearts might be filled with 
ſpiricual joyes, the joyes of the Holy Ghoſt, 


- F which are unſpeakable and fill of Glory? | 
- Þ do you defire the comforts which Chriſt doth- 


1 


{Preſence at the laſt day ? When he promi- 


give, beyond all the comforts which the 
World and theFleſh cangive? the comforts 
which come in at the door of Faith, beyond 


all the comforts that come in at the door 'of — * 


Senſe; thole joyes which are in Chriſt, be-. 
.yond all joyes that can be found in the moR 


 Liweet and deſfireable creature-enjoyment ? _ 


this evidenceth true love to Chriſt. Thus do 
.you deſire Chriſts gracious preſence ? 
... 2. Anddo you deſire allo Chrifts glorious 


ſeth | 


- 
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ſeth, Surely I come qnickly, can your heart 


c 
make anſwer as Rev.:22. 20. Amen, eve 
ſo come Lord Feſus? are you glad youlive {q® 
near the end of. the World, that the Lor" 
1s at hand, that the coming of the Lori f 
 draweth nearer and nearer every day ? caiſY© 
yau lifr up your heads with joy, when you 
Took towards the place where the Lord Je 
ſus Chriſt is; at the right hand of the Thrond<< 
of the Majefty on High ; and think with) 
_comfort, that yer a lirrle while, and he tha 
- ſhall come will come, and mill not now tary 
much longer ; that within a while Chr:/t will 

 deſcendfrom Heaven with a ſhout, the Lort 

| with-the ſound of the Trumpet, and thaif* 
= _yeur eyes ſhall: ſee him” in the brichineſs of < 
is Glory and Majefty ? Dd you look and" 

Tong for the day of \Chriſt's glorious ap? 

_ .-* ;Pearance from heaven, when you ſhall ba 
awakened ont of your Graves ( where yot 
may take a ſhort ſleep before ) and be gay?” 
thered rogether by the -Angels, and befj; 
caught up 1n the clonds, and there ( in ſhi 

| _ ning Garments of [mmorrality-on your Bo 

' dies, and of Chriſts unſpotted Righteouſneſs 

| - 1n your Souls) be brought with ſhoutingg®< 

. and acclamations of Joy and Triumph intop** 
his prelence, who ' will then acquir youf 
graciouſly from-all fin and puniſhment, - ownfþ 
you openly for his faithful Servants, crown" 


of the Unſeen Chriſt. © J7_ 
you gloricuſly before the whole World, 
Wod receive you to live and reign with him 
{0 all Erernity? Have you fuch deſires as_ 
Whele ? If lome of you ſay, you are afraid 
of Chriſts glorious appearance, left then 
.ayou ſhould be rejetted, becauſe you fear 
jy ou ar? not ready and prepared ; yet can 
ou lay alio from your Hearts, that you 
W&clire above al] things that you may be r2a- 
ry, that you endeavour ro make ready, that 
\aÞ8r is your grief you are no more ready, and 
Fac \if you were ready, and were aſſured 
of your intereſt in Chriſt, you could deſire 
Mihat Chiilt would come immediately z and 
Fat you deſire no greater Happineſs and 
clicicy;-thanto live with Chriſt ia. Glory 3 
0d that you account the preſence of Chriit | 
p82 Heaven to be the Happineſs of Heaven ? 
FT heſe are evidences of true defires after 
Chriſt's glorious preſence, and of ſincere 
ove to Chriſt, ©: i 6 
eff: Secondly, You may know your love to 
hriſt, by your prizing and frequenting 
hoſe wayes wherein Chriſt is to be found, ]. 
fopnd feeking him therein. Such are the. 
ayes of his Ordinances both publick. and: 
oPrivate. : Chrilt's way is in his-Sinctuary, 
j_f99-in his Ordinances he may be found; do- 
-nf{ 0 give your attendance unto Ordinances, 
;Publick prayer, the preaching of the "_—_ 


s 
3 TS 4 «a 4 
"7 


' ter Chriſt in Ordinances? Don*r you reſt 


-  . _ Thirdly, You may know your love @ 
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_. the Sacrament of the Lords Supper ? and 
do you prize theſe Ordinances becaule of 
the ſtarnp of Chriſt's Inftiturion upon them 
_ becauſe of Chriſt's preſence in them, and 
- becauſe they are a means of bringing you 
and Chriit together ? and when you are un 
der Ordinances, do you diligently ſeek af 


in the outſide and carnal part of Ordinances 
in meeting with Gods people there ? or da 
you deſign, \ deſire and endeavour aftelif 
tomething more inward and ſpiritual and; 

' ;jncomparably ſweet, that you meet witli c 
' Chriſt there, thar you may have Fellowſhiy 1, 
with the Father and-the Son therein ? ang 4y 
upon this account can you ſay as Dav:a 
How amiable are thy Tabernacles, O Lord 
and. a day in thy Conrts is better than a thou 
ſand, Pſal. V4. r., And, One thing have: 
defired of the Lord, that will I ſeek after 
that I may dwell in the Houſe of the Lord al © 
the dayes of my life, to behold the beauty of 
the Lord, and to enquire i his Temple; Pal. 
27.4. Do yonalſoſeek afcer Chriſt in you 
Families, and in your Cloſets? do you-ſeclp” 
him in fecretPrayer and Meditation! youſ 
 Tove taxChrift- doth expreſs it {elf in youp 
deſires; your deſires doſhew themlelves if 
your ſeeking after Chriſt in his wayes. 


% 


| Chriſt 


| _ of the Unſeen Chriſt. _ 
| Chriſt, by your love of Chriſt's Image : _ 
C there is the Image of Chriſt on his Word, 
Y and there is the Image of Chriſt on his Peo- 
| $( ws + 
ng : 1. Do youlove the Image of Chriſt on 
J his Word? as Ceſar's Coin did bear Ceſar's © 
Image and Superſcription, ſo the Word 
of the Scriptures, which is the Word of 
T Chriſt, doth bear Chriſt's Image and Sq- 
-vf perſcription. Do you love the Scriptures 
ag becaule of Chriſt's Image which is upon 
"them? do you love the Word of Doctrine 
Sin the Scripture, becauſe of the Image of - , 
9 Chriſts Truth and Wiſdom uponit? do yon _ 
If love the Word of Precepts in the Scrip-' 
ng tures, becauſe of the Image of Chriſts Ho- 
as lineſs upon it? do you love the Word of 
al Threatnings in the Scriptares, becauſe of 
#J the Image of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs upon 
J it? do you love the Word of Promiſes in 
ry the Scriptures, becauſe of the Image of 
47 Chriſt's goodneſs, Grace and Love upon it'? 
4 You have Chriſt's Word in your Bibles, 
a2. and ſometimes ſounding in your ears, but_ 
ut doth the Word of Chriſt dwelk in your 
cx Hearts ? you receive Chriſts word in the - 
ut Light of it, do you receive his W ord in the; 
UW Love of it? - 
' 2. DoyouloveChriſt's Image on his Peo- 
4 ple? If you love not your Brother whom- 
| | 4 you 


_ 
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you have ſeen; how can you love yourſſ© 
Lord whom you have not feen ? All ChriſlyſP'< 
Diſciples de bear Chriſts Imape-; if yoo"! 
love the Original, you will love the Picture Jil 
although it be bat imperfectly drawn ;_ IfY® 
you love the-perfect Goodneſs and Holineſs Ct 
- | Which is in Chriſt, you will love the Good © 
neſsand Holineſs which you ſee in the Saints; 
although they have it but in an imperfe& 
| Mealure : do you love Chriſt's Diſciples INYO 
and that becanſe of Chriſts Image, althoughÞ* 
they differ from 'youin ſome opinions which 
are circumſtanrial ? L "k 

- Fourthly, You may know your love to 2 
Chriſt, by your Obedience unto-his Com-' 
.  mandments, Foh.14.15. If you love me,heep: of 
my Commandements 5 and ver. 21. He that et 
bath my Commanaements and keepeth them, Je 
be it is that loveth me, You have. Chriſt's. 1o 
Cominandements, do you keep them ? you 
know them, do {6n practiſe them? your. 
Love to Chriſt is known by your Obedi- Þ 
ence unto Chriſt. If Chriſt be your belov- 


: ; ed;'heis alſo your Lord ; -if you have true ( 


affeQion for him, you yield Subjetion un- | 
to him': If you Love Chriſt, you are care- Þ** 
ſul- to pleale Chriſt.; you are not the ſer-. th 
vants of the fleſh, to take care to pleaſe the | Þ 
_ fleſh; bur you are the ſervants of Chriſt, 
_ to take care above all perſons and all thinzs þ 
ha” { | to \ 


" of the Unſeen Chriſt. - 6. AT li: 


eto pleaſe Chriſt; if you love Chriſt, you -J 


agtare fearful of giving juſt occaſion of offence 
ogjunto men, but above all you are fearful of 
e Jdiſpleaſing and offending your Lord. Do 
;fyou labour ſo to walk, that you-may pleaſe 
ſol Chriſt in the way of ſincere and. univerſal 
JFobedience ? are you hearty in your obedi- 
gence unto Chriſt ? have you a reſpect to all 
Fhis Commindments? is-it your grief that 
you fall ſhort ia. your obedienceunto Chriſt ? 
if you can ſayin the preſence ofthe Lord, 
Fand yous hearts do not give your tongues. 
FJthelye, that you don't live and allow your 
off ſelves in the practice of any known fin 
| which Chriſt forbiddeth; nor in the neglect 
p of any known duty which Chriſt command- 

+ £th, this 1s a ſure evidence of-trus love to 

. Þ Jeſus Chriſt. Thus for the tryal of your 

5 Flove unto Chriſt. - IEG 
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SECTION X. 
> | V/e 3. Þ Or Reproof, 


1. Ofall ſuch as have ns love A 


. Fat all unto this unſeen Chriſt ; and will not 
{rhe uſe'of Information, together with the 
uſe of Tryal leave a conviction apon many 
of you that you are without this love ? ſut- 
$fer. then the word of reproof ; what, ate 
FN | you 
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.you- Creatures made by Chrift, and made 


'yetnot love Chriſt ? .make a ſhow of devo- 


- unto Chriſt. What do you think ? is there 


he True Chriſtians Love 


for. Chriſt, and yet have no love to him? 
are you. rational Creatures, have you ſouls 
capable of knowing him, and loving him, 
and yet have no love ? are you Chriſtians, 
and not love Chriſt; baptized in Chriſt's} 
Name, and yet have you. no lave to Chriſtsþ 
Perſon? are ſome of you Profeſſours, and}. 


tion, and yet wirhout any true affection to 
the object of your worſhip? Sinners, though 
you have not {een Chriſt, yet have you not}. 
heard of him? and have you not heard} 
enough to engage and draw forth your love 


ſuch a perſon as Jeſus Chriſt, or is there 
not? have you no Bibles ? ang if you have, 


_ 


_ 2» 


" have you not read therein the Hiſtory con- 
\ cerning Jeſus Chriſt ? and whar do you 
- , think of that Hiſtory? is-it true, or is it 
falle? do you think the Goſpel to be a cun-} 


ningly deviſed fable? are not the Scriptures 


| » Which contain this Goſpel, the very word: 
+ -Oof the true God who cannot lye? are there 
not {ach charatters of Divinity upon' them, 


as are ſufficient to evince their divine ,origi- 
nal to any that ſearch into them, and do 
not wilfully. ſhut their eyes againſt rhe light, 


| © which theredoth ſhine ? And if it be ſo,rhat } 
| there ts indeed ſuch a perſon as Jeſus 


—_ - 


ven and Earth? can youlove ſuchas have 


_ Wiſdom and Learning,though it be terrene, 
and not leve Jeſus Chriſt who is the wiſdom 


of the Father, who knowethall things, and 


whole wiſdom is divine ? can you lov2 ſuch 
as are liberal and bountiful, and not-love 
F Chriſt whoſe bounty is ſuperlative, ' and 
whole gifts are moſt rich and. tranſcendent ? 
F tan vou love friends that are kind, and not 


love Jeius Chriſt whois the beſt friend that 


ever the children of men had? can-you-- 
lovea benefactor that feeds you, and cloaths' 


you, and giveth money to you, and yet 
not love Chriſt who offereth to fced- your. 
hunger ſtarv'd ſouls with the bread of life, 


| to cloath your naked ſouls with the robes of 
{ bis Righteoulnels, and to give the ſpiritual 
Feiches of Grace to you, the leaſt dram of 


_ - waieh 


of the Unſeen Chriſt. 43 ? 

| (as there is nothing more true ) how ts it 
-.that you have no love unto him? do not 
the Scriptures reveal and ſet forth Chriſt, 
$ as the moſt excellent and amiable perſon, 
| and yet do you not love him ? can you Tove 
perſons and things that are bur imperfectly 
F lovely, and not love Jeſus Chriſt who is 
F altogether lovely ? can: you love one of 
' great honour that hath -but ſome inferior 
power and authority, and not love Jeſus 

$ Chriſt, who is the Lord -of Glory, wha 
$ hath all power and Authority both in Hea- 
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| The rue Chriſtians Love © 
Which is of more worth than all the riches 


., ofthe Earth? can youlove Riches, and not [| 
* Jove Chriſt in whom there are treaſures, Þ 
and by whom you may have not only ſpiri- Þ 
tual riches here, but alſo the heavenly in- | 
heritance hereafter ? can you love honours, Þ 
and not love Chriſt by whom you may | 
have the higheſt dignities, the honour of Þ 


children to the King of Heaven now, and 


a Crown of Glory in the other world ?. can | : 
ou love liberty, and not love Chriſt by I 


hom you may be made free from the ſla- 


- . very of the Devil.and your own luſts? can. 


you love fafety, and not love Chritit who is 
the only Saviour of mankind, and who 
alone puts you in fafety from the reach of 
the worſt of Enemies, and the worſt of 
evils? can you love peace,and not love Chriſt 
by whom you may have peace with God, 
and peace in your own conſcience ? can 
you love June and delights, and not 
love Chriſt 


everlaſting 'pleaſures which are to come ? 


without love to Chriſt you are under the } 
gallr'or all your fins ; neither your original I 
1 


n, norany of youraCtualſfins are pardoned, 


they all lye upon your own ſcore, and you Þ 
muſt anſwer for all' your ſelves, and how } 
fearful is your account like to be ! without 

_ love 


| by whom you may have joys Þ 
- unſpeakable and full of glory, beſides thoſe 


" of the Unſeen C hrift. 4s *? 

J- love to Chriſt you are under the curſe, net - 

\ Þ only under the curſe of the Law for your 

| breach of the Law, but alfo under the curſe 

" | of he Goſpel for diſobedience to this com-. 

FI mand of the Goſpel, which requireth youto ' 

F love the Lord Jeſnus Chriſt, 1 Cor. 16. 22. 

# If any man love not the Lord Feſus Chrift, 
let lim be Anathema . Maranatha, that is, 
| Let him be curſed, till the Lord come, and 

# when the Lord cometh, will he take off the 
' eurſe from you ? no, he will come in fla- 

” ming fire to take vengeance upon you, ha- 

F ving-threatned then to puniſh all ſuch with 

everlaſting \deſtraction, as ſhall be found 
to have diſobeyed the Goſpel; and what 
- then is like to become of you? Sodom and 
Gomorrha, thoſe wicked Cities will then be 
puniſhed dreadfully, with a worſe fire than 
that whictowas rained down from Heaven, 
41d eon{amed their perſons and habitations 
_ together ; I 'mean, with the fire of Hell, 
 which'wil}-be kindled and kept alive unta 
_ Erervity by the -brearch of the' Almighty 5 : 

{| but'yoa' who do not- love the Lord Telus 4 

© 4 Chriſt, 'notwithſtanding all diſcoveries of 

kim, invitations to him, 'and proffers of 

l, | kindnefſes by Mffp you will be puniſhed 

| more dreadfully than the wicked Sodomites, 

| it will be more tolerable in the day of Judg- - 

4 mentfor them than for you ; the torments 
: | C 2 of 


vo; 0 0... 8 WON OY OI ts 


- w Ot mn 


Q ot 


oof Q* 


will-be moſt intolerable by Goſpel ſinners ; 


fiercely, and the ſcourge of Conſcience will 
' Taſh you the moſtfuriouſly. .Confider this, 
allye that have no love to Chriſt, otherwiſe 
when hecotneth to judgment, che will tear 


liver you; if you have not.the ſweet fire of 
love to Chriſt enkindled in your hearts here, 
you will be thrown into the dreadful fire of 
E Hell which will burn you everlaſtingly. - 


 ſomelove, but itis very liztle love to. Jeſus 
--- Chriſt; you that love Chriſt, is not your 


his loveto you, butalſo'in compariſon with 
the love which -ſome Chriſtians have attain- 
ed unto? how ſtrong :was-the love of. the 
Apoſtles unto Chriſt, -when they lefc-all and 
* followed him ? eſpecially after the refurre- 
Qion of Chriſt, and his Aicenfion into Hea- 
| . ven, when the holy Ghoſt was:ſent down, 
and fat in the likeneſs of-fiery tongues upon 
F- them: O! what a fire of love anto Chriſt 
F was there then enkingled;-within them, 
 Hencethat bold profeſſugallt 
of Chriſt before the-chieT 


ts and Elders, 
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of Hell-will be intolerable by any, but they 


the fire of Hell will burn upon you the molt 


youto pieces, andthere will be none to de: | 


2. This reproves ſuch: of you as have Þ 


love very imall, not only in compariſon with | 


ich they make 


A. 4. Hence their, 'rejoycing that they | 
were counted worthy to ſuffer ſhame- for } 
JOE the Þþ 


| 6f rhe Unſeen Chriſt. 47 
the name of Chriſt, when they were beaten 
for their owning and preaching of him, A#. 

- 5.41. Thelove of Perer and Fobn was great 

- unto Chriſt, and theloveof Paul was not in» 

- feriour unto the love of thechiefeſt Apoſtles; 
: hence ic was that he took ſuch pains topreach 

F the Goſpel in ſo-many parts of the World, 

even from Feruſalem and round about unto 
Illyricum, Rom. 15.19. See allo how he ap- 
proves himſelf co be a Miniſter of Chriſt,and 

- giveth evidencesof his ftrong love to his Ma- 

| ſter, 2 Cor. 11,23,24425,26,27,25,29. Are 

they Miniſters of Chriſt? I ſpeakas a fool, TI 
am more; inlabours more abundant, in ſtripes 
above meaſure, in priſons more frequent, in - \ 
Deaths oft : of the Fews five times received T 
forty ſtripes ſave one: Thrice was I beaten 
With rods; once was I ſtoned, thrice I ſuffer- 
ed Shipwrack, a Night anda Day I have been 
im the deep, in journeying often, in perils of 
Waters, in perils of Robbers, in perils by mine 
ony Countrey-men, in perils by the Heathen, 
g #2 perils in the City, in perils in the Wilder- 
neſs, in perils inthe Sea, in perils among falſe 
Brethren : in wearineſs and painfulneſs, it 

{ atchings often, inhunger and thirſt, mm faſt= - 

| 7-275 often, in cold and nakedneſs. Beſides 
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"8 3 thoſe t hings which arewithout,that which com- 
r 7} ##h upon me daily, the care of all the Church 
e er; whos weak, and lamnmot weak? who tis 


C 3 offended, 
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438 The True Chriſtians Love 
offended, and:I burn not? and chap. 12. 10. 
\T take pleaſure in infirmties, in reproaches, | 
3 neceſſities, in perſecutions, in difireſſs for Þ 
Chriſts ſake, Theground of all which was | 
the love of Chriſt, which did conſtrain himz Þ 
as 1 Cor. 5.14. he had ſuck aloveto Chriſt, 
that he profefleth, Phillip. 1.21. Tome to F 
live is Chriſt, and to dye 1s gain. Chrift was | 
his life, and his life was wholly at Chriſts 

devotion. | | | 
- But:where is ſuch love now to be found ? 
I might ſpeak alſo of the love of ſome anci- 
ent Fathers, 1gnatius, Polycarp, Ferome and 
others : take one Inſtance in Ferome, who 
thus expreſſeth his love unto Chriſt : If my 
Father were weeping on his Knees before me, 
2:y Mother hanging on my Neck behind me, 
my Brethren, Stfters and Kinsfolk, howling. 
en every ſide, to retain me tn 4 ſinful courſe; 
 'T would ſling my Mother to the ground, run 
| ever my Father, deſpiſe all my Kindred, and 
 treadthemunder.my Feet, that 'I might run 
#nto Chrif, How little is your love in com- 
pariſon with the love of thoſe Famous He- 
F ro's, I meanthole eminent Martyrs, who 
- havedeſpiſed the Flames, and endured ſuch 
 Rackingand Torturing Deaths, for thelove | 
” which they have born unto. Jeſus Chriſt ;, 
{ thefireof their Love burning {tronger with-, | 


4 them, than the fire without themin which, .j 


their: V ; 
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of the Unſeen Chriſt. 


immediately .going before, who are now 
aſleep in their Graves; but how. . few are 


- there come up in their rooms ? It is obſerv- 


ed, and it is greatly to be tamented, thar 


there is of late years a great decay in the 


Power of Godlineſs, among{t thoſe thatare 


Sincere; and is it not evident in the great 
| decay-of love, even in true Ghriſtians unto 
_ Jeſus Chriſt? are not you Dwarfs in com- 
- pantſon with others ? are not you Babes in 
Chriſt, and Weaklings in your love to- 

Chriſt ? Is it not evident, that.you have but 


little love to Chriſt, when he is but little 


in your Thoughts and Meditations? the- 


thoughts are the Handmaids of the Love ; 
where the Love is ſtrong and ardent, there 


many thoughts will be attending upon it: 
bur will not your Hearts tell you, that your 
. Thoughts of Chriſt are very few ? you can 
think often of your Food, 'but how little do 
$ your Thoughts feed upon Chriſt, who is the 
{ Bread of.Life ? You can often think of your 
K Ray- 
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49 
| their Bodies were conſumed ? Is not your 
| love alſo ſmall in compariſon with the love 
$ of our late Reformers, which fired them _. 
| with ſuch courage and reſolution;as to with- - : 
| ſrand a whole world of Antichriſtian fury 
.. and oppoſition? Is your love comparableto 
- that of many Eminent Divines, and private 
| Chriſtians of our own Nation, of the Age 


_ 35 
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F co The TrueChriſtians Love 
*  Rayment,but how little do you think of the 


Robes of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs? You can - 


_ think ofren of your earthly Friends, but how 
-litrſe do you think of Jeſus Chriſt, your 
Friend in Heaven? Objects of Senſe are 
often not only in your eyes, but alſo in your 
thoughts; but how little is Chriſt entertain- 


_ edin your thoughts, who is the Object of © 


Faith? Moreover, doth it not arpue little 
"Love to Chriſt, that you ſpeak {o little of 


him and forhim, in your converſe one with * 


another? If you had much Love to Chriſt, 
would not this Love breath forth more in 
your Diſcourſes? You can readily ſpeak of 
| Your ſelves, and do often either directly or 
| obliquely commend your felves, which dil- 


covers your great Self-love; bow little do | 


you commend your Lord and Maſter, and 
Extoll his Excellencies with your lips? and 
doth not this evidence that you have but lit- 
tle love-to' him, in your hearts? You can 


: Teadily diſcourſe of News and publick Oc- ' 


currences ( which is lawful and needful, ſo 
that due limits be obſerved ) but when you 
leave Chriſt quite out of your Diſcourſe,. it 
ſhews that you have not abundance of Love 


| - ro him, becauſe out of the abundance of the 


Heart the Mouth will fpeak. Such as have 
| much love to-the world, will ſpeak of their 
* Riches; ſuch as have much lave to Plea- 


lures, L 
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ſures, willbe ofcen ſpeaking of that ſubject ;; 
{uch as love their Friends much, will be of- 
ten ſpeaking ard commending of them, 
©. when they are in company ; and when you: 
ſpeak butlictle of Chriſt, itis a ſign that you 
love him but little, Doth nor the little Zeal 


. F. which you have for Chriſts Honour in the 
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World, argae that you have but little Love: 
to him ? where is your activity for Chriſt, 
to promote his [ntereſt amongſt thoſz Rela-: 
. tions and Friends, that you have acquaint-- 
ance with ? do you labour all you can, to: 
bring others into the wayes of God, and'in- 
.to acquaintance with Chriſt? Beſides, will 
not your little ſecret Devotion, argue your 
 liccle Aﬀection unto Chriſt will not:your * 
cloſets or other retiring places witneſs how 

» little you are in ſecret Prayer and converſe 
with Chiiſt there ? brief and ſtraitned Pray- 
erin ſecret, doth argue a Heart ſtraitned-in 
| love to Jeſus Chriſt. Doth not-your Back- 
wardnels to-the Exerciſe of this Love to: 
Chriſt, ſhew the weakneſs of your love? 
how ſlow of Heart are you to the Love of: 
Chriſt? how hard to be perſwaded? you 

need'not be per{waded to Love your Wives,, 
if they be kind and helpful; you:need nor 
be per{waded to-love your Children, if they: 
be-Pretty and Hopeful; you need not be- 
 per{waded to love your Friends, if they be- 2 
be. C S, E riend} : : 4 
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Friendly and Faithful: and yet whatever at- 
tratives of Love, the moſt ſtrong of any, 


bein Jeſus Chriſt, you are backward co this 


Love. 3 
Need I ſay more to convince you, that 
you have but little Love to Chriſt ? will not 


dences. ſufficiently witneſs the thing ? and 


ſhane, what a folly it is, that you. ſhould. 
\ © have ſfolittle Love unto Jeſus Chriſt : If it 
be fo great a Sin for ſuch as are Strangers. 
unto Chriſt, to have no Love at all to him, 
that it brings them under the moſt dreadful: 
' eurle; ſurely it cannot bea. ſmall fin, that 
you ( who are his true Diiciples ) ſhould: 
have but little Love unto him ; is it not ve- 
ry diſpleaſing to the Father, that you ſhould: 
| have but litile love to his Sen? if he do not 
hare you: becaule .of your Relatian' unto 
Chriſt ; yet, is he not angry with you, for 
the Lukewarmnelts of your Aﬀeciton unto 
Chriſt? which ſin is aggravated by the near- 
neſs of your Reiation, TIs.1t not diſhonoura- 
ble unto Chriſt, that you ſ[hould-have {o lit- 
tle Love to hjin ?, don't you in effect fav, 
there is no great worth or. amiableneſs. tn 


him ?- are you. not, hereby angrateful unto. 
_ Ghrift, beyond what can þe parallel'd by. 


- Y 


. - your own Conſcience from theſe clear Evi- 


now Chriſtians, think what a ſin, what a: . 


him, when. you have no. great Love unto |Þþ 


on 3 EP EN! 


; 
I vi FE Ch 
'5 + 
-” . 1 J 
= bt - 


of the Unſeen Chriſt, 53. 


any ingratitude unto the moſt obliging earth- 


. Iy Friend ? is it not your ſhame, that you 


{hould have lo little Love to-Chaiſt, when 
he doth ſo much deſerve your Love ? Be- 
ſides, the Infinite Excellencizs and Perfecti- 
ons which are in his Perſon; doth-not his- 


- Infinite Kindnels unto you; call for ( not on- 


*% 


ly the Truth, bar alſo ) the Sirength of your- | 
Love? think what he hath done for you ;. {4 


, think what he hath Suffered for you; think. 


what he hath purchaled for you; think whac 
he hath promiſed ro you z think what ne 


* hath laid our for you ;, chink. what he hath 
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j. unto any good work which he doth call you: 


laid ap for you, and yet-to have bur little - 
Love.to Chriſt? yet to make ſuch poor Re-- 
turns! Moreover, is it not your Folly to- 


have but little Love to Chriſt? Don't you: 


hereby bereave your ſelves, or debar your: 
ieives of {uch peace as paſſeth all underftand-” 
ing; of ſuch ſweetneſs and comfort both in: 
the ſtrength of your love, and inthe ſenſe 
of his love, as is inconceivable ? is not [nju-- 4 
ry and Miſchief unto your ſelves, the coule-- | 


quent of your little Love unto Chriſt ? muſt 


you not draw on heavily in the wayes of: - 
God, as Pharaoh when his Chariot- wheels: 
were taken off? Love to Chriſt: is like: 
wheels, in your motion for Chriſt, and like : 
Otl co the wheels, which makes you ready- 
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- && The Trae Chriſtians Love + 
unto; but when you have but little Love un- 
ro Chriſt, you muſt needs be more ſlow in 
your motions, more ſluggiſh in Chriſts fer- 
| vice; you will not, you cannot take that 

\ Pains in the work of the Lord, andbe 1ſo 
Zealous as you might and ſhould be for 
your Maſter's Glory. _ : 

To Conclude, if you have but little love 
 tdChriſt, you-will be aptto faintin the day 
y of Adverſity, to ſhrink when you are called 
to take up his Croſs and ſuffer for his ſake : 
 Efferſufferings will diſcompole you, greater 
- ſufferings willaffrightenand amaze you, and 
' youwill bein danger of turying fearful Apo- 
| Rates.in time of great Tryals; there is need 
of greatloveto Chriſt, as well as great faith, 
* rocarry youthotow ſufferings with courage, 
* that you may perſevere unto the end, 
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| Uſe 4. T7 OrExhortation, unto rhe love of 
| ſeſus Chriſt, whom you havene- 
F verſcen, this is the Ute chiefly deſigned in- 
- the choice of this tubject, and which I ſhall- 
moſt largely irfift upon. Inthe Proſecution 


' of it, | ſhall give ſome Motives, and then- _ 


_ lome Ditections. 


- The V ativesto induce and excite-you un-- | 
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of the Unſeen Chriſt. £6- 
to the Love of this unſeen Chriſt, may be 
drawn, 1. Fromthe conſideration of what 
Chriſt is. 2. From the confideration of 
Chriſts Love: 3. From the conſideration of 
Chriſts Benefits. 4. From theconſideration 
.of that Love which Chriſtians have, and: 
' ſhould have unto Chriſt. 
-- The firſt ſort of Motives may be drawn 
-from the conſideration of what Chriſt is, 
and that 1. Whar heis in Himſelf. >. What 
8 he is to the Father. 3. What he is unta 
, true Chriſttans. 
_ Firſt, Conſider what Chriſt is in Himſelf. 
In general, heis the moſi amiable perſon 
and the moſt ſuitable Object tor your Love. 
If you ask of the dayes which are paſt, which 
were before you ſince the day that God. 
| created Man upon the Earth if you. ſeek. 
from oneide of Heaven unto the other ; if. 
you make enquiry into all the parts of the 
Earth, you will never find that either there 
ever was or is to be found any perſon fo- 
lovely, ſo beautiful and {o every way de- 
ſervins your Love,as the Lord Jetus Chriſt ;; 
- there is-a Matchlets, Tranſcendent, and in- 
comparable Beaury and Excellency in him... 
- How paſſtonarely are ſome Fooliſh Men in. 
Love with the external beauty which they 
| {ee infome Women: theexzact Symetry of 
parrs,, and comely Proportion of the body :. 
 - Fa the 
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the amiable features, and lovely mixtures | 
of colours in the Face, the Beauty of the I 
Eyes, intheir Spirit, their quick and grace- 
fal motions, and amorous Glances; How: 
doth this Raviſh' che Hearts of fome fond'Þ 
Lovers! although che moſt beautiful body 
inthe World, is no vetter-than paintedclay, 
dirt and corruption, encloſed ina fair Skin; Þ 

_ _which-ſickneis will caule to look pale and 

wan, Death will quite marre and. ſpoil. 
But the amiableneſs and Beauty of Chriſt is. 
more tranſcendent and permanent, . and'F 

| therefore a more fit Object for your Love... 
| - Chriſt is fairer than the Children of Men ;. | 

- heis all fair, without any ipot, altogether | 

- lovely, without any blemiſh or deformity. 

E have already ſpoken of the Glorious Beau-. PF, 
ty which is in Chiiſts glorified Body, the 

- moſt lovely of any vilible creature which- Þ 

+ Godhath made; and alſo of the ſhining ex- 
ellencies whicti are in Chriſt's glorified 

Soul, fo nearly joyned tro the Divinity ; 

could we {uppole all the Lovelineſs that ever 

was leen,. or found in the moſt lovely per- | 
ſons thatever lived, to meet in one perſon ; 

how Lovely wauld that perſon be! yet 
ſuch, though never {o reſplendent Beauty, 
would be but a dark Shadow, compared- } 

_ with the brightneſs of Chriſt's moſt Beauti- F 

+ ful Perſon. Can you Love the imperfect. | 
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Beauty which you ſee in Creatures, and will 


| you not love the perfect Beauty which there: 
' is in Chriſt ? can youlove a fading Beauty 


which foon withereth like the Flower, and 


8. will you not love Chriſt, whoſe Beauty ne- 
F verdecayes, but alwayes doth abide more 
- freſh than Beauty in the Flower of Youth ? 
F can yoube ſoon affected with Beautiful-Ob- 
jects which are before the Eye of your 
- Senſe, and will you not be affected; with 
©this far more beautiful Object, rhe Lord Je- 
| fus Chriſt, who is lo clearly diſcernable by 
# the Eye of Faith ? If the Eye of your Fauh 
| were open and clear, tolook upon the Tran- 
| fcendent. amiableneſs which is in Chriſt, 
\ you could not chale but love him : could 
2 you. {ce the glances of his Eye, and the 
'{weet ſmiles of his lovely face, as ſome 
. have feen, your Hearts would be overcome 
4 and raviſhed with Love, and filled with Ex- 


tacies of Joy and ineffable Delight. 

- More Particularly, There are the moſt 
miable Qualifications in Chriſts Perſon, to 

attract and draw forth your Love, I ſhall 


- inſtance in theſe ſix, 1. His Greatneſs and 


Authority. 2. iis Holineſs and Purity.. 
3, His Wiſdom and Omniſcicncy. 4. His 
Trath and Fidelity. 5. His Filneſs and Aill- 


| ſufficiency. 6. His Kindiutfs and Zercy. 


--I» Confider Chriſt's Greatneſs aid Aurho= 


d AN 8 - + 
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-- rity, Aquila non capit muſcas,” The Eagle 
' dgeth not purſue after Flies : Great Souls are 
not affected, except it be. with great 
Things; there 1s none ſo. great as. Jeſus 
Chriſt; He -is moſt great in- Honour and- 
Dignity, He is moſt great in Power and | 
Authority. Excellency of Majeſty, doth' Þ 
greatly engage the Love, and command 
the Hearts aswell as the Obedience of Sub- 
- jects: and.thoſe Princes that have the Sreate 
eſt Power and Auchority, are the Darlings 
of the people, when.they don't abuſe their: 
place by Unrighteouſnels and Cruelty, "by 
Uſurpationand Tyranny, IH Power be ma- 
_ naged with Clemency, and Authority with |. 
kindneſs towards thole that are under com> 
mand ;. fo highly do. Princes advance them- 
ſelves hereby in the eſteem. and Love of 
their people, that they will be ready ro: 
ſpend. their Eſtates, and venture their Lives 
in their Service. Chriſt is the Prince of the: 
Kings of the Earth, he is cloathed with the 
Higheſt Honour, arrayed with the moſt 
excellent Majeſty, decked with the largeſt 
Power, and inveſted with the greateſt Au- 
thority. - | Heisthe King and Lord of Glory, 
| he 1s exalted to Higher Dignity than the 
 gpreateſt Potentate that ever lived upon the 
Earth; yea he isadvanced above all Thrones: 
aud Domimons,and Principalities and. Pow- _ 
7 | EIS,, 3. 
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ers, ofthe glorious Anpels which are in Hea- 


þ ven; All Power is given to himin Heaven and 
| Earth, Mat. 28. 18. He doth what he will 


in Heaven, the Anpelsareat his Beck, and 
execute his Will, go and come at his Com- 


mand; and he hathi-Power on Earih; He 
K is the Head of the Church ; and Head over 
& all unto the Church; he can reſtrain his. 
"Enemies,and corquer chem, and biing them 


under his Feetat his pleaſure; and whatever 


ſeverity he doth ſhew iomerimes in execa- 
. ting his Judgments, and taking Vengeance 
onthe Wicked, he doth never abule his Pow- 


er by Unrighteouineſs; He is moſt Juſt to- 


wards the worſt, and puniſheth them here 
" leſs than their iniquities do deſerve. But 

. What kindneſs and clemency dath he ſhew _ 
' to his own ſubjects and people 1 and will 
. not you have a great love to fo great a Per- 


ſon? ſhould not the- conſideration of the 


| | high dignity of your Lord,raile your love of 


6 BOY s - 


him untoa great heighth 77 when Chriſt hath 
ſuch Authority, ſhall he not command your 
hearts? when Chriſt is inveſted with tuch 


i powerthat hecandefend youagaink the rage 


and cruelty of your moſt powerful and malt- 
cious adverſaries, will you not love greatly 
ſuch a Perſon, as well as truſt confidently 
under the ſhadow of his Government ? 

_ 2. Gonſlider Chriſts Holineſs and: Purity, 


_ ., tame 


*%. 


_ © lineſs, now he isentred into the Holy of Ho- 
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ſome great Perſons who abound in Wealth} 
and Honour, who have ſome kind of amia-J 
ble natural qualities, and acquired accom-Þ*) 
pliſhments which might render them veryÞ 
uſeful in their Countries, yet through their Þ 
wickedneſs and debauchery, their filthineſs Þ 
and impurity, their impious and vicious Þ 
lives, they ſtain all their other excellencies, F? 
and render themſelves the objects of con-Þ 
tempt and ſcorn, unto thoſe who otherwiſe Þ: 
would bear great reſpect and lovetothem. | 

Bur Chrilt is moſt amiable for his Holi-Þþ 
nels and Purity ; he was holy in his birth; F t 
alchough born of a ſinful woman, yet he was { 
born without fin ; when he lived among(t } © 
;mpare finners he kept his garments from } ! 
all ſtains and ſpots, his heart and life were }} * 
free from all pollutions, and never was he F 

\ 
| 
( 


guilty of theleaſt tranigreffion either in aCti- 

on or the leaſt inclination. O what an ex- I} 
cellent-Perſon was Chriſt when here uporr | 
the Earth! -how glorious in holineſs, what 
bright beams of perfect purity andexaGl in- 

* nocency did Chriſt ſcatter in thoſe dark pla- }| 
cesof theEarth where helived, and amongſt | 
thoſe dark ſullied finners with whom he did | 
converſe ! how then-doth Chriſt ſhine in ho- 


lies, which is above ; and there doth con- | 
verfe with none but ſuch as are Holy? I J 


—_ 
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Ith} know, becauſe of Chrifts Holineſs and Pu- 
ia-Þ tity, be is the objett of the hatred and enmi- 
m-$ty of the wicked -and ungodly ; becauſe 
ry4 Chriſt is an enemy unto their darling and 
ir { beloved luſts, they have an enmity againſt 
> 4 Chriſts Perſon: when he was here below, 
F he telleth his brethren, Fehr 7.7. The World 
# hateth me, becauſe I teſtifie of it, that the 
| works thereef are evil ; and the hatred of the 
F world doth ſtill abideuponthe ſame account ; 
I Chriſt doth reprove the world of ſin, and 
j-& this the world cannot endure and away withz 
# the beams of Chriſts Holineſs do offend their - 
s | foreeyes, his holy precepts do offend their 
t { carnal hearts; yer notwichftanding this, he 
1 # 18a moſt ſuitable object for the love of Saints 
| upon theaccount of his Holinets: fuch as are 
.. truly judicious, will love them moſt who are 
- | beſt, and ſuch are really the beſt Men and 
- | Women in the world, as are moſt holy ; 
y | if you are Chriſt's Diſciples indeed, you 
- | love holineſs where ever you ſee it, and 
. 4 can you love the imperfect holineſs which 
. | 5 in. Gods people, and will you not love 
- | Chriſt whois perfſeCtly, infinitely holy him- 
| felf, and the fpring of all that holineſs, which. 
| tsco befound in any of the Children of Men ? 
there be ſuch a wonderful luſtre in the de- 
rived holineſs of fome, that it makes them: 
j to ſbine as lights in a dark World, what a 
Þ hn: wonder». 


62 The TrueChriſtians Love * [gg 

' wonderful tranſcendent luſtre is there in the Yay 
original holineſs which is in Chriſt ! which ſe 
_ as tis matter of great admiration, ſoit calls JC 
for great- affection, P/al. 119.140. Thy 
Word & very pure, therefore thy Servant lo-h 
 weth it. Chriſt is the Word, not the writ-! 
ten Word; but the eſſential Word, and he ty: 
is very pure, therefore yau ſhould love him. the 
3. Conſider Chriſt's Wiſdom and Omni- Et 
 ſeiency. Wiſdom: doth make the face to Wthe 
ſhine ; Learning doth advance ſome very JCt 
highly in eſteem; ſuch as know moſt, if: 

+ theirmorals be ſuitable to their intelleCtoals, rec 
| are moſt admired by thoſe that underſtand: F(} 

- What true worth.is ; eſpecially if. there be Þkr 
. fpiritual Wiſdom in conjunction with na-. Yo 
tural and acquired, iſrthere be much Grace Jt 

' mn the heart as well as much Knowledge in hh 
the head ; how worthy are ſuch to- be belo- : th 

;  ved?. Daniel was a man of great learning Jſg 
and wiſdom, skilFd in all the learning of: fk 
the Chaldeans which was not finful and dia-- fer, 
bolical ; and beſides this, he was endued: Jo 
|. with divine wiſdom by the teachings of the Jac 
- . Holy. Spirit; the Angel told this Daniel JG 
| more than. onee or twice, that he was 4 ye 
Alan greatly beloved; he was greatly bes: lp 
loved by the Lord of Heaven, greatly be- Jar 
loved by his Prince on Earth, and greatly | 
beloved by his people, and by all, _— Þ| 
| ome: |. 
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ſome few that envyed his proſperity and 


Shvour. Daniels Wiſdom did render :him 
#6 univerſally amiable, How then ſhould - 
IChriſt be beloved becauſe of his Wiſdom 
Jand Knowledge! the Wiidom of Chriſt is 
far beyond the Wiſdom of Darzel, or the 
IWiſdomof Solomon who was wiſer than Da- 
In/; theſe men had Wiſdom which made 
Ithem famous andeſteemed in their day, bur 
IChriſt is Wiſdom, the Wiſdom of the Fa- - 
Fer ; they were children of wiſdom, bur 
JChriſt is the Father and Fountain of wiſdom; 
Fthey had ſome jewels of wiſdom, - but the 
Ftteaſures of wiſdom are hid and laid up in 
"IChrift, Col; 2. 3. they had learning and 
Fknowledge, but their knowledge was Ig- 
Jnorance compared with the knowledge of 
IChriſc, the greateſt part of the things which 


1 Fthey knew, 'being but the: leaſt part of the 
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Fdings 'which they knew not ;-they knew 
Jome things, but Chriſt is omnilcient and 
Jknoweth-all chings ; they knew many fe- 
Jcrets of nature, but Chriſt knoweth the ſe- 
Jets; of Heaven, the' mind of God, and © 
nothing. is hid from'him. How greatly he- 
Jlved then ſhould Chritt be! if you are wile 


Jyou will, if- you' would be wiſe you muſt. 


1 love Chrilt who ts {o in{tmitely-wilz himlelf, 


and whoalone can make you truly wile. ** 
| 4-- Conſider Chrifis: Truth and Fidelity, 
3 Truth 
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Truth and Faithfulneſs are very rare in our! fi 
'dayes, when Falſhood and Deceit do 1o' 4 
much abound ; what was faid of old, 1/4. 
59. 14,15. T yuth faileth and falleth in the' 4 
- Street; the ſame may be ſaid now; andÞ 
therefore ſuch as are True withour Guile,| ho 
Faithful without Deceit, are worthy of great Þ 
eſteem and Love. - But what Love ſhould Þ< 
you pive unto Chriſt, who is not only True,! jw! 
but Trath it ſelf ; who is moſt Faithful in 1 
his: undertakings and promiſes, and never} 4 
er 


deceived any that put their truft in him, 
who is often better than his word, never! 
worſe; you will love a true and faithfut! 
Friend, and will you not love a true and" at 
-Fairhful Chriſt, the beſt Friend of the chit $ 
dren of Men ? as Chriſts fairhfalneſs ſhould 
encourage your confidegce' in him, 10' it; 
ſhould endear your love unto him.” + -! 4 Y | F 
5. Conſider Chriits fulneſs and: All-ſaffidÞ#" 
ciency. Such as have large and plentiful 
Eſtates, are greatly beloved by the pootF 
and indigent, if chey find them alloto haveÞ* 
large Hearts and open Hands, read: TOC t 
bute unto their wants and neceffities ;* noneF 


have ſuch fulneſs and plenty as the: Lord J& Fo" 
ſas Chriſt, and none lo willing tro:communi-W 
cate of his f alneſs unto the wants of ſach as areF 
poor in Spirit,and ſenfible of their need; Col.P 
1:t9.7t bath pleaſed the Father that in Gn ally** 
fulne'Þ M 
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p\{felneſs ſhould dweil. - There is not only plen-. 
oy in him, but fulneſs: not the fulneſs of 

4 W Ciſtern, but the fulneſs of the Fountain ; 
» {not the fulneſs only of ſufficiency for himlelf, 
4 bat the fulneſs of redundancy for his people ; 
\ fot ſome fulneſs for ſome things,- bur all 
> {vIneſs for all things that.are good ; not ful- 
a Þe(s for ſome time and to continue but for a 
. while, but all fulneſs doth dwel] in him, 
4880d abide for all his people throughout all 
.xgocnerations 3 and this not to depend upon 
\ he pleaſure of men whole minds may al- 
apr, but it hath pleaſed the Father, it de- 
-jJpendeth upon the pleaſure of the Father, 
4Jvbo is always the ſame, and whoſe good 
4.JFill to his people 1s unchangeable.- There 
$52 twofold fulneſs in Chiiſt for his people. 
«Fre ;_ beſides his fulneſs of Glory which 
coach a reference to- Eternity. There is a 
rn Aulnefs of Merit, and a fulneſs of Spirit. 
- 101. Afulneſs of Merit, in that full and per- 
ect Righteouſneſs which he hath wrought 
but for them, and which he doth impute - 
rig unto themfor their Juſtification. 2. There is | 
\Afefulneſs of Spirit in Chriſt, the Spirit being 
el given unto him without meaſure, which he 
jth impart and communicate unto them, 
repor their Sanctification and Conſolation. 
o/ Friſtiang, you are empty, Chriſt is full ; 
4/02 are poor, Chriſt is rich; you are indi- . 
is Ir S 7 gent, 
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genr,. Chriſt is All-Tufficient;z and will not | 
 youlove Chriſt, whois able to do for you | 

beyond what you are able o ask or think, F 
' and is as willing as he isable ro tupply all. F 
your Spiritual neceſſities ? will you not love [| 
Chriſt whois an Overflowing and Everflow- F 
ing Fountain of Good, who hath inexhauſti- F 


bletreafuresof Graces and Comforts in him, Þ 


which are fer open before you, and unto 
you, and every day you may freely come Þ 


and fetch ſuch jewels out of this Treaſury, Þ 


as are of higher worth and greater uſe than 
any Earthly Riches in the greateſt Plenty 
and abundance ? pf 

6. Conſider Chriſts kindneſs and mercy. 
All the kindneſs of Men is unkindneſs com- 
pared with the kindneſs of Chriſt, al] the 
Mercies of Men are Cruelty, compared 
with the Mercies of Chriſt. He is all kind-Þ} © 
nets, all bowels, all compaſſion, all pity, all Þ © 
Erace, all mercy to mif=rable luſt mankind; 
I {Hall not enlarge here, becauſe rhis will fall 
under the ſecond head of Arguments, . taken 
from "the conſideration of Chriſts Love. 


And if you add the kindneſs and mercy of 


Chriſt to all his other excellencies and 


. perfections, ſurely he will appear to have-J29 
ivcomparably the greateſt atrtractives in! 


him for Love, unto any that have not a} 
very thick veil of unbelief before their 
Eyes} - 


of the Unſeen Chriſt. 67 
Eyes to hide him from their view. _ 
. Secondly, Conſider what Chriſt is to the 
* Father. 1. He is moſt nearly related to him. 
- 2, Heis moſt dearly beloved by him.. 
e | 1. Chriſt is moſt nearly Related, and 
- | withall moſt perfec}ly like unto the Father. 
i- # All the Creatures are related to God as their 
1, | Maker, but Gods Children are more near- 
of |y related ; the Saints are nearly related ta 
e# God, who are his Children by Adoption 
7, | 2nd Regeneration ; the Angels are more 
in | nearly related to God who are his Sons by 
ry | Creation, and never were ſeparated from 
him by. ſin; but the Lord Jeſus Chrift is 
y..| Poſt nearly related unto God, who is his 
1- | Son by eternal Generation : thus Chriſt is 
ne | the only begotten Son of God, and doth 
-d | bear his Image moſt perfectly, being the 
J. brightnels of his Fathers Glory, and the 
all Þ expreſs Image of his perſon, This near 
d: Relation of Chriſt, and his likeneſs to the 
x1] | Father, doth call for your ſtrongeſt love; if 
en | you have reaſon to honour the Father, on 
v6, | ie lame account you have reaſon to honour . 
of $*be Son ; if you have reafon to love the Fa- 
1d ber, you have the ſame reaſon to love the _ 
\ve99n. You will loye the. Sons of Princes, and * 
in {Fi} you not love theSaji of God ? you will . 
t a ove your own children. who bear your 
;rJÞwn Image, and will not you love Chrift 
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who is the expreſs Image of God ? we read 
of Chriſt, Phi/..2. 6: Who being inthe form 
of God, thought it no Robbery to be equal with } 
__ God. Chrif ( without Robbery or Dero- | 

- oatidn unto God) is equal with God in all Þ 
|  Slorious Excellencies and Perfeftions, and F 
therefore your higheſt and ſtrongeſt love is Þ 
his due, and without robbery you cannot | 


A A 


withhold it from him. | . 
2, Chriſt is moſt dearly beloved by the 
father, 2 Pet. 1.17. For he received from 
Eod the Father, Honour and Glory, when | 
| "there came ſuch. a voice to him, from the ex- 
- > cellent Glory :- This ts my beloved Son in whom © 
 Tamwellpleaſed, he then that is worthy of 
| the Fathers love, ſurely is a nroagt ha yours; 
| Johar is. chiefly beloved by the Father, 
ould chiefly be beloved by you, | 
'” Thirdly, Conſider what Chriſt is. unto 
all true Chriſtians; if you be ſach, Chriſt 
*, Is your Shepherd, he feedeth you in green | 
Paſtures, he hath laid: down his life for his 
Sheep, and will you not love ſuch a Shep-F 
herd ? he is your Captain who hath con-F. 
- quered all your Enemies for you, and lead-F 
* "eth you onto take the ſpoils, and will you 
'- . not ove ſuch a leader ? 'He is your Prophet, 
'_ who teacheth youthE&meſtexcellent things Þ 
' that ever were taught, the higheſt myſte-F 
ries, the moſt - glorious truths, which areF -1 
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of the greateſt concernment to know and * 
believe ; and he teacheth you by the moſt 
excellent way,by his Word and Spirit,open- | 
ing your underſtandingsas well as his Truths, } 
giving you light and an eye to diſcern this 
light ; and will you not love ſuch a teacher? 
He is your High-Prieſt who hath made ſa- 
tisfaRtion for you, and withal maketh-in- 
tercefſion for you, to reconcile you unto 
| | © God, andhis interceſſion is inceſſant and pre- 
: valent z and will you not love ſuch an Advyo- 
; | - cate? Heis your King who ruleth you moſt 
3 


powerfully and righteouſly, moſt wiſely | 
S and graciouſly, and will you not love ſuch 
F a Soveraign, He is your Benefactor, the 
moſt kind and bountiful, and no gifts -are 
" comparable. unta his gifts, and will you 
not love ſuch a friend ? He is your Brother, * 
of ad if he be not aſhamed to own you forhis 
{SE Brethren and Siſters, will it not be a ſhame 
ni if you ſhould withhold from him youre : 
islh hearts? He 1s your husband, and you are | 
o-ll joyned to him by the Spiric and Faith in 
ſuch bonds as cannot be broken, and will 
- not you embrace him in the arms of your 
' deareſt love.? He is your Redeemer, who 
$ reſcued and delivered you from Sin and Sa- 
;F than, from Death and Wrath : He hath re. 
# deemed you by price, the price of his 
are} - Þlo0d,and hath he not then given the greateſt _ 
=_ : D 2 Price 


—— 
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"-price for your Love? he hath redeemed 
| Youalio by conqueſt, and ſhall he nor make 
 &conqueſt of your hearts? Surely. you are 
' altogether unworthy 'of theſe relations, if 
- You do not preſent Chriſt with your moſt 
- Eendeared and choiceſt AﬀeGtions. Thus 
| far the Motives drawn from the Confidera- 
tion.of what Chriſt is. ; 


vs 


— 


SECTION XII. 


FF He ſecond ſort of Motives to excite 
2 your Love to Chriſt, may be drawn 
=> fromthe conſideration of Chriſts love unto 
. true Chriftians. ' If you are Chriſtians in- 
deed,Chriſt loveth you, 1. With the Free- 
geſt Love. 2. With the trueft Love. 3. With 


the ſtrongeſt Love. 4.With the ſureſt Love.* . - 


< 7. Canfider, that Chriſt loveth you with 


the freeſt Love: There are many motives 


and attratives for your Love to Chriſt, but 
Chriſts love to you is moſt free; nothing | 
- j5nyour ſelves todraw: and engage his love, F 
\ "except deformity and enmity ro him, ex- | 
cept filthineſs which he loatherh, and wick- F 
ednefſs which- bis-ſoul' hateth, be motives. 
There is no man 1n the -world that loveth ÞF 
'— 4ou but he findeth ,or fancyeth ſome love- F 
* - Jineſs in you,. ſomething to be a motive F 
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of the Unſeen Chriſt. #7 
to draw his love to you; wit is a morive to 
ſome, wealth to others ; beauty to ome, 
ſtrength to others ; near Relation to ſome, 
dear love to. others; liberality to ſome, 
ſervice to others ; greatneſs to lome, good- 
neſs to others; likeneſs, whether it bein | 
go00d or evil, is a motive to the love of the. 
moſt : But Chriſts firſt love to you, is alto- 
gether free; that which is a motive to men, 
and induceth their love to you, is no motive 
to incline the Love of Chriſt : the ſm which ' 
you brought into the world with you, and 
the many fins which ſince you came into the 
world have been-committed by you, are 
- enough to ſhut out all motives of Love in 
Chriſt, unto whom all ſin is 1o odious and 
abominable. Whatever motive induced 
Chriſt to love you, it was not drawn from - 
your ſelves, but it was drawn from his own 

wels. And will not this free love of 
Chrit incline you to love him ? Doth he 
\ love you moſt freely, and will not you love 
- him moſt dearly ? Did Chriſt love you 
' Without any motive to draw his love; and 
, will not you love Chriſtin whom there are 
'- ſo many motives ta; draw your love? Did 
Chriſt begin-to love, and will not you make 
a return ? Did Chriſt love you under your 


% 


F deformity, and will not you love him in . 


1 whom there is ſuch perfect beauty 2 Iſ you 
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.now have any ſpiritual beauty, it is through 

\ the comelinefs which Chriſt hath put upon 

- you,but Chriſts firſt love was free, which 

. 15 Matter. of the greateſt admiration, and 

| ſhonld be a motive unto the- greateſt Aﬀe- 
tion. 2 

2. Conſider, that Chriſt loveth you with 

. the trueſt love :_ There is little true love in 
the world, you have many that truly hate 

- you, few that truely love you ; and-there 

| & much diffimulation in the-pretended love 

- and: affection of ſome; all that flatrer you, 

- 6: not truly love you ; love in ſhew and 

| eitward appearance, in good werds and 

| fair ſpeeches, is common, bur love in deed 
--wnd in- truth, that evidenceth it ſelf in real | 
- offices of Love,. where there is the greateſt | 
- mecd,this is rarely to be found, Fob com- | 
--Plaineth; Fob 6. 15, 16, 17. My brethren © 
+ Dave acalt deceitfully like a brook, and as the 
; ro of brooks they paſs away ;, which are |} 
© blackiſh by reaſon of the ice, and wherein the 
| ſnow «hid; what time they wax warm they | 
- Baniſh, when it is bot they are conſumed out | 
-\ of their place. In the proſperity of Fob he | 
 ' Had manyfriends,and their love and friend- 
- Thip did ſeem to have ſome ftreugth and F 
| Eonliſtency, like the ice upon the brook; F- 
| but when hear of trouble and calamity came F 
þ . upon Feb, then the love of his: friends _ 
_— melt 


kd 
oy ir 
- DP -—— 
J WIR. 3 £08 


—_— 


| ofthe moſt is {elfiſh, for their own ends, 
'F, aid therefore when their love is not like to 
F be beneficial, but rather create trouble and 


4 loveth you + not only in Proſperity, but* 
F chiefly he doth evidence his love in Aﬀi- : 


: inthe time of trouble, and then doth give | 
'-. the .moſt tender demonſtrations of his 
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' melt and vaniſh away like ice and ſnow be- 
fore the warm beams of the Sun: the Love 


' prejudice to themſelves, it cometh to no= 
| thing. True Chriſtianity doth teach another 
' kind of Love, and thoſe that are powerful- 
\- ly religious have a true love, which is rea- 
' dy toſhew it {elf moſt -1n an adverſe eſtate. 
But none: do' or can love: you with ſuch a- - 
- true love as Jeſus Chriſt; there is. no flatte- 
ry or diffimulation in his Love, his love is | 
+ not in; the leaſt counterfeit, it is not in the 

leaſt ſelfifh and for his own ends; he doth 
| not love you-to: receive good from you; 
F but-that he might- do good anto you; He 


Qtion and adverſity. He'is a preſent help: 


- Love; he is touched with the. feeling of 
your infirmities when you are tempted, and 
FF 1ympathizeth with you in your ſorrows 
' when you are afflicted ; he ſhews his Love 
| 1Þ viſiting you under your troubles, in ſup- 
F Porting you,in relieving you,and-in deliver. 
F #ig you; Oh! what love ſhonkd you have ; 
#$  untothe Lord Jeſus Chr;ft, who loveth you 
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3. Conlider, that Chrift loveth you with 


_ "the ſtrongeſt love. His love is more ftrong 
than Death, more ardent. than - the - Fire, - 


which hath a moſt vehement Flame. . The 


ſtrength of Chriſts Love to you doth ſhew || 


it ſelf in the aCtivicy of his Love, in his do- 
ing for you; and this will appear in three 


'things: 1." In what he hath done for you. 
- 2, In whathe is:doing for you. 3. 1n what, . 
.he will do for you. - 


1. The ftrength. and aQivity of Chriſts 


_ - love to you, dothſhew itſelf in what Chriſt 
| * hth- done. for you, [ ſhall briefly name 
| - ſome: particalars. 1. It was the ſtrong }- 
" "Love of Chriſt which brought him down. 


from:Heaven for'you,-to aſſume your Na- 


tore ;  what-manner of love 'was this, that I 
: God ſhould become Man ! that Spirit ſhould : 
becomefleſh ! that he who made the world * 


ſhould/be bern of.a mean Virgin; and all 
for your ſakes! 2. It wasthelove of Chriſt 
which made him to. fulfill: all 'righteouſneſs 
for you; he yielded perfect obedience to 


- : the Law both- Moral and Ceremonial, that 
—- you' might have the benefit of it. 3. It NF 
was the Love of Chriſt: which -made him 
- ſubmit himſelf tro-the- temptations of the Þ ,, 
Devil for you, that-he, ſuffering - being 
- - tempted, might be able to 'ſuccour you 

| ' When you are tempted. * 4. It _ 
. | Love, 
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of the Unſeen Chriſt. 36. 
Love of Chriſt which made him endure the, | 
contradictions of ſinners for you ; he bore 
many affronts, contumelies, envyings and 
blaſphemies of wicked men, that he might 


- give you. an example how to carry. your 


{elves under the like circumſtances. 5. Ic 
was the Love of Chriſt which made him 


lay down his Life for you, Foh. 15. 13,14. 


Greater love hath no man than this, that 4 
man-lay down his life for his friend : ye arc 
my friends. That ſuch a perlon as Chrilt, 
lo excellent, ſo- innocent, ſhould -undergo 
death, and ſuch a death as that of the Crols,, 


| ſo diſgraceful, ſo-painful ; that he ſhould. 
ſubmit to ſuch Ignominy, and endure {uch. 
Agony, ſuch tearings in-his fleſh, {uch prel- 


ſures. in his Spirit, and-that with tuch reſo- 


Þ lucion and willingneſs, with ſuch fubmiſſi- 


on and patience, and that for fuch as you, 
although now his friends, yer whilſt in a 


- ſtate ot Nature ſtrangers and enemies ; here” 


was Love ſtronger than death ! Oh th= 


; heighth ! Oh che depth of this Love ! There: 
Þ# are ſuch dimenſions in this love of Chriſt, 
"as the. longeſt line of your moſt extended: 


thoughts and imaginations can never be able 


' to-reach and meatfure. 6. It was the Love: 
J of Chriſt which raiſed him again from the 
Þ} dead for you ; Row. 4. 25. Who was del:-. 
"} 2:red fer our offences, and raiſed again for 
pt | D eg | 
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' o8r juſtification. 7. It was the: Love of 
Chriſt which carryed him:up from Earth to. 
Heaven, where he was before for you, oh; 
16: 7. Nevertheleſs I tell you the truth, it s | 
| expedient for you that I go away; forif L | 
go not away, the Comforter will not come utt-- 

| zo you; but if I depart, 1 will ſend him unto. 

. Yole | 

£ 2. The ſtrength and: activity of Chriſts- | 
Love to you, doth ſhew it {elf in-what he is: 
doing for you. 1. He is interceding for 
you at the right hand: of God, Rom. 8. 34- 
Hho u he that condenneth ?: it s Chriſt that: 
died, yea rather that #s riſen again; who is. | 
- even at the right hand of God, who alſo ma- 
keth interceſſion-for us.. It is through-Love | 
that Chriſt doth plead for you- in Heaven, | 
that your perſons may be accepted,. your. 
fins pardoned, your prayers anſwered, and: 
that the Holy Ghoſt may be ſent down to- 
you, to teach, {anctifie and comfort you.. 
2. He is preparing a place for you, Foh. 
1:4. 2+ In. my fathers houſe there are many- 
Afanſrons, if it were not fo I would have 
rold you,” 1 go to prepare a place far you. It 
1s, through love that Chriſt as your fore- F 
runner-is for you entred into-the glorious | 
Palace that is above, to- take poſſeſſion of F. 
it for. you, and to prepare places there for 
your reception. . 
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3; The firength and aQivity of Chriſt's 
love to you doth ſhew it ſelf in what he 


| will do for you. 1. He will keep you in: 


f F his hand that none ſhall pluck you thence, . 
 Zoh. 10. 28. They ſhall never periſh, neither 


eg 9 32 


| ſhall any man pluck, them out of my hand. 
| Becauſe. you are received into the arms of. 


his love, therefore you ſhall be kept by - 

the hand of his power, and therefore you. 

ſhall never either finally or totally fall away. . 
2. Chriſt will make all things work toge- 
ther for- your good, Rom. 8. 28. And we 
know that all things work together for good - 
to them that love God. Chriſt hath an en+ 


' deared love to all you that love God, your- 
| love being the fruit of his ; and when Men : 
and Devils conſpire: together to do you. 
F miſchief, Chriſts. love will turn it unto. 
- your ſpiritual advantage. 3. Chriſt will. ; 
-* ſtand by you in trouble and at death, Foh.. 4 


14.18, 7 will not leave you comfortleſs, 1 
will come unto you. When affliction doth: 
ariſe, eſpecially if it be for- his ſake, and: 


: you are bereaved of all outward Comforts, 
\  Chrift will not leave you comfortleſs ; when. 
\ friends fail, and fleſhfails, and Heare fails, 
yea and life fails, Chriſt will not fail; bue- 
# will ſtand by and ſtrengthen you, and be a. 
| light to you in your darkeſt hours, a ſtay, 

to your Spirits when they are reagy to ra 4 
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within you. 4. After: death: /Chriſt will * 


take care of your Souls, che will not ſuffer 
| them to. wander they. know. not whither, 
| bewillnot ſuffer the Deviltoſeize on them 
as his prey, but he will ſend his Angels to 
conduct and convey them-into the heavenly 
paradiſe, that where he. is -there they. may 
be alſo; Luk, 16; 22.- And it came. to paſs 


that the Beggar died, and was carryed by the. | 


Angels into Abrahams boſom. 2. Cor. 5. 8. 
IWe are confident, I ſay, and willing rather 
to be abſent from the body, and. preſent. mth 
- the Lord. 5. Chriſt will raiſe up your Bo- 


- , dies at the laſt day ; if your Bodies ſhould. 


be conſumed by Fire, or drowned in the 
Water, or rot in the Earth, - whatever be- 
cometh of them, the Lord Jeſus at his ſe- 
cond glorious appearance” will find them, 
and raiſe them, and transform them into- 
the likeneſs of his moſt glorious body. 
Foh. 6. 40. And thu is .the Fathers. will 
which hath ſent ' me, that every one which 


ſeeth the Son and velieveth on him, may have. 


Everlaſting Life; and 1 will raiſe-him up 
at \the laſt day. Philip. 3. 20, 21.:For our 


Conver/ation is in Heaven, from whence we- f 


look for the Saviewrs, the Lozd Jeſws Gurijt ; 
T#49 ſhall change our vite Buay, that it awgy ve 
frthioncd like rnto bu glorious Body, :6,Chtiit 
will ind formun his Angels, to exert you it. 
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to: rhe lociety of the Elect that have: lived 


& inall Ages and all Parts. of. the World, and 
F ro convey yqu into his-pretence, to meet 
F bim inthe Air, when he cometh to Judge 
S the World, Mar. 24. 3r. And he ſhall ſend 
F his Angels with a great jouna of a Trumpet, 


and. they. (hall gather together his Ele from 
the four Winds, from one end of Heaven un- 


 totheother. 1 Thel. 4.16, 17. For the Lord 


himſelf ſhall deſcend from Heaven with a 
ſhaut, with the voice of the Archangel, and 


' with the trump of God, and the' dead in 


Chrijt ſhall riſe firſt ; then we which are alive 


and remain ſhall be caught. up together with 


them in the Clonds, to” meet the Lord in the 
Air. 7. Chriſt will own you, and crown 
you, and admit.you into the "Ringdom of 
Heaven, which he: hath prepared for you. 


| - Mar. 25. 34- Then ſhall the King ſay unto - 


tnem on his tight hand, Com.ze bleſſed of my 


. Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for 


you from the foundation of the World. Here 
is ſtrong and active love indeed !- and ſhall 
nt the conſideration of-this love of 'Chriſk 
raile and heighten your loveunto him ? thall 
itnot provoke and excite;you unto aCtivity 


- of love, unto the lively and: mo} vigorous 
| EKercile thereof 2. hath Chriſt uniged. hime 
{ Jelf ro your bature ; / and ſhail. nat, your 

Hearts be wnited to his: perion,?; hath he 


(ulfite 
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 fulfilledall Righteonlneſs for you; and will” 


not you fulfill his command of Love? hath. 
' he endured ſuch remprations, contradicti- Þ 
ens and ſufferings upon your account, and. 


given himſelf ro dye for you ; and will not Þ 
you give your Hearts unto him ? hath he F- 
riſen from the dead, and aſcended into} 
_ Heaven for you; and: will not your Aﬀe- 
Etions ariſe from the Earth and aſcend in-_ 
to Heaven, where Jeſus Chriſt is? Doth- 
he plead-in Heaven with the Father for 
you; and will not you hearken to his plead- 
ings, by his Word and Spirit with yen for-j- 
your love 7 is he preparing a glorious Man- 
 fion for you in his Fathers houſe ; and will 
not you prepare a place for him, and enter- 
tain him in the inner room of your chiefeft | 
- Aﬀections? doth and- will he keep you in 
his hand xz and will not you embrace him Þ} | 
' in your boſoms ? will he make all things 
\ work together for- your good ; and will 


* . not your Aﬀections work towards. him ?{ 


'' will he ſtand by youin trouble andat Death;. | 
'- and will not this putlife into your love? will. | 


| he ſend his Angels to convey your ſouls in- | 


to his preſerice, when ſeparated from your | 


Bodies ; and ſhall not your Hearts ger to} 


him and lodge with him before ? will he 
' raiſe up your Bodies at the laſt day; and | 
will not the hopes of this raife up your Af- I 
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fetions ? ſhall you be caught up in the clouds - 
1-2 to meet the Lord in the Air, and will Chriſt 
i= F there own and crown you; and will not the 
F-believing fore-choughts of this raviſh your 
'Þ Hearts with love to Chriſt, and tranſport 
© you with unſpeakable joy ? the ſtrength: of. 
' Ehriſt's love to you methinks ſhould engage 

your love for him, not only in the Truth 
- of it, bur allo in the ſtrength of it. 


off. 


. 4, Confider, that Chriſt loveth you.with:. 
| the ſureft love. Some Friends may love 
| you a while with ſome kind of ſtrength and 
ardency, but ſuch differences may ariſe be- 
tween you, as ſhall ſoon weaken and cool 
their love, and of Friends they ſhall prove 
\ ſtrangers, yea become Enemies unto you ; 
or if their love doth abide, it is not ſure, 
becauſe they may not abide ; if their Love 
dye not whilſt they live, they may ſoon | 
dye, and then their love is at an-end-: -bat 
© the love of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt unto you, 
- Is the moſt ſure love : if he begin to love 
'$ you,he will continue to love you ; if he love 
| you -oncehe will love you to the end,or ra- 
| ther without end; the love cf Chriſt is nor 
'' ſubjeQ to mutations and changes like unto 
ours; if yoalag in your love, he will nor fail 
in his love, and thongh you offend him, he 
is not irreconcileable ; he may indeed up- 
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manifeſtations of his love for a while, but 


ing, knows no ending. Chriſtians, what 
motives can you find in any perſon, or any 
thing in the -world which you have ſeen, 
comparable to thoſe which you have i this 
Lord Jefus: Chriſt, though you have never 
ſeen him ? Heis a Perſon-moſt amiable in 
bimfelf, his Greatnets, his Holineſs, bis 
Wiſdom, his Faithfulnets, his Fulneſs, -his 
Kindnets, do make him ſhine with an admi- 
rable luſtre 3 his Relation to the Father, 
and: the love which the Father doth bear to 
him;-his Relation unto you, being your: 
Shepherd, your Captain, your Teacher, 
your Advocate, your Soveraign, your Be- 


your Redeemer, all the!/e do commend him 
to-your love; but when- matchleſs beauty, 


* - amiable Lord Jeſus doth love-you with ſuch 
| a free love, fuch a cordial love, ſuch a 
ſtrong and active lovey ſuch a-ſure and con- 
ſtant love ;. whea his love is incomparable, 
ſurpaſſing all orher love, and incomprehenſi- 
* ble, turpaſſing all knowledge: O with what 
activicy, ardour ang contancy, ſhould you. 
" loye lo luitabie an objec ! 


on- unkindneſs on your fide withdraw the. 


he will never wholly remove his love from / 1 
you, the love of Chrilt admits of no chang- F ” 


nefactor; your Brother, your Husband.,. | 


and lovelineſs do meet in a perſon that doth.. 
| bear matchlefs love to you, when this moſt _ 
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He third fort of motives to excite your 
 Toveunto Chriſt, may be drawn from . 
the conſideration of Chriſts Benefits. If yon 
are trne Chriltians, you have, 1. Spiritual 


Light from Chriſc. 2. Spiritual Life from 


him. 3. The Pardon of ſin from hin. 


4+ The Robes of Righteouineſs from him. 


5- The Peace of Conſcience from him. 


| 6. The Joyes ofthe Holy Ghoſt from him. 


7. The Riches of Grace from him. 8. The 
'Dignity of Children from him. 9g. The 


Spirit of Prayer from.him. 10. . Title to 
the Kingdom of Heaven, with the firſt 
Fruits and fore-taſtes of it from him here, 
and ſhall be put into the poſleflion cf it by 


 F him hereafter. 


1- You have Spiritual light from Chriſt ; 
Chriſt is the Sun from whom all the beams 


.of this light do. come : time was when you 
{| were not only in the dark, bnt darknels ; 


bur Jeſus Chriſt did enlighten you, Eph. 5. 
8. For ye were ſometimes darkneſs, bur now 
,are. ye light in the Lord; walk: as Children 
;of the light : It is Chriſt that hath turned you 


. from darkneſs to light, _that hath tranſlated 


, you out of darkneſs into-his marvellous light, 
is he 
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he hath cauſed a marvellous light to ſhine 
into your minds, whereby he hath diſcove- þ 
red to you the wonderful things of the 
Law, that thereby you might diſcern the 
odious nature of Sin; and whereby he hath Phi 
diſcovered to you the wonderfal myſteries C 
of the Goſpel, that thereby you might dif. 
cern the excellency of Goſpel-priviledges, þ 
and the exceeding Riches of Gods Grace 
and Kindneſs through-Jeſus Chriſt. ' ChriſtY in 
hath opened your Eyes to ſee the-chiefeſt Fin 
|  -evil, that you might be delivered from it, | he 
and the chiefeſt good and happineſs that Þ w 
-- . you might attain unto it. And-doth not 

this light which you have from Chriſt call 
for your love ? If the man that was borafi 
blind, and. was cured of his natural dark#1 
neſs by- Chriſt, did love Chrift for this fa-Yhi 
vour, ſo as boldly to plead for him before 
the. Phariſees, though he were for it caſt 
-out of the Synagogues, as-you may read in 
Fobng, How much more reaſon have you 
to love Chriſt, -who-hath cured you of your 
Spiritual darkneſs; which had” it continti-: 
; —ed, you would have gone blindfold to Hell, 
where there is blackneſs of darkneſs for ever? 

2... You have Spiritual life from Chriſt ; 
you were Spiritually dead, and Chriſt hath 
quickned, you 5 Eph. 2. 1. Tou hath be 
qauickzed who Were dead in fins and rreſpeſſ' : 
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We read that Chriſt raiſed Lazarns from 
e- the dead afrer he had been buried four 
ne dayes, Fohn 11. Lazarus did love Chriſt 
ie before, but no doubt this ReſurreQion of 
thYhim ſo wonderfully, did endearhis love to 
es Chriſt exceedingly ; and, ſhall not Chrifts 
if. raiſing you up from your Spiritual death, 
S, $ raiſe your Hearts unto a great height of love 
ce to-Chriſt ! you will greatly love one that is 
[tF inftrumental to fave your natural life, when 
ſt Jin great hazard and danger, eſpecially if 
t; f he ſhould doit by venturing his own ; and 
at} will you not greatly love Chriſt who hath 
otÞ otven you Spiritual life, which is far more 
uy excellent than the life of Nature ; and when 
The dyed that you might live, and when if 
&you had not received this Spiritual life from 
Fhim, you could not have eſcaped eternal 
F Death ? 
ny. 3. You have the pardon of ſin from 
0} Chriſt ; this Chriſt hath parchaſed for you, 
ug and the purchaſe hath coſt him dear, even 
EF his blood, which was of more worth than 
--& the treafures, were there ſo many, of ten 
|, F-thoafand worlds : this Chriſt hath ſued our -- 
| for you by his interceſſion at the right hand 
$ of God: ; Whilſt you were under the guilt 


Fof God to ſuffer the vengeance of Eternal 
$*ire; but being pardoned, your obligation- 
"= = [oo | to- 


Fof fin, you were bound over by the Juſtice | 
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. to future puniſhments is taken off, and you 
are-no more [jable to wrath to come, and 
the vengeance cf Hell, than if you had nee 
'verfinn'd. And will you not love the Lord: 
Jeſus Chriſt, who hath procured for youlch 
to great a Priviledge? Weread of one that; 
had much forgiven her, and ſhe loved 
much, Zzk, 7. 47. and have not you had 
much forgiven ? have not your fins been]; 
very numerous, and very heinous ? and 
hath Chriſt abtained the pardon of them all; 
and will not you love Chriſt much ? | 
. 4- You have the. Robes of RighteouſnelF qi; 
from Chriſt : you are born. naked of Ori-e 
- _ginal Righteouſneſs, and you could not 
- _ "Work ot any atual Righteouſneſs for yout 
;  felves thac-.might cover your nakedneſs hy 
. Whatever you wrought your ſelves, it walfgi 
rags that could not cover you, and it wailfha 
filthy rags which did pollute and defile you; 
Chriſt hath given you the Robes of his per-Yy: 
fect Righteouſneſs to cover and adorn you he 
withall, and therein. you are accepted as 
perfectly Righteous in the ſight of God:Yg; 
©: how ſhould we love the Lord. Jeſus forte 
this Garment ;- if your. Bodies were naked, F} 
and-one ſhould give you cloaths to covet Fir 
.you, eſpecially if they were rich cloaths, F 
you would love ſuch a' perſon ; and will 
you not love:the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, wy bc 
_- nat. 
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hath given you a garment to cover your 
Souls, and that a very rich one, even the 
FRobes of his moſt pure and anſporred Righ- 
FT teouſneſs, which by Faith is put upon you? 

i: 5. You have peace of Conſcience from 
Chriſt : This is that peace which the Scrip-- 
ture telleth us paſſeth all underſtanding, 
Phil. 4. 7. It pafſeth all underſtanding to: 
know the worth of it ; ſuch as have this - 
peace would not leave it npon any account, 
Ichey would part with Eſtate, or Liberty, 
JJor Life, rather than part with their peace ; 
Fand thoſe which have it not, but now do- 
Eight and neglect ir, yer if they be awaken- 
ed by the ſides of the Grave, and when 
Fihey are come to the confines of 'Eternity, 


Withen they. would value this-peace, and 


Fwould give all the world ( were it at their 
diſpoſe ) for ir. This Jewel of peace you 


IFhave from Jeſus Chriſt, he hath purchaſed 
uwYitfor you, the chaſtiſemenrt of your peace 
T-Ewas upon him, and he hath promiſed and 


bequeathed it in his laſt Will and Teſtament 
Juno you; Fobn 14 27. My Peace I leave * 
Swith you, my Peace I give unto you. In his 
EBreconciling you unto God, he hath laid a 


I, Ffoundation for this peace in all you-that are 


[Fitue believers ; and if he bave moreover 


S; Fipoken peace to you, m giving you well- 


iSgrounded evidences of your Reconciliati- 
bo on; 


: * ms g 
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 * - en; if after raiſing a ſtorm, he hath ſent 
a calm into your Spirits, and given a ſweet 
ſerenity -unto you in-the teſtimony of hig 
Spirit to and with your ſpirits, that yout 
peace is made. with God, O how ſhoull 
this draw forth your love to Chriſt ! | 


from Chriſt... We read of the Theſſaloni: 
ans, that they received the Word in much 
Affliion, with Foyof the Holy Ghoſt, 1 Thel, 
1. 6. Such are thoſe Joyes ſpoken of in t 
Text, which are unſpeakable and fall of Gli 
ry. Thele are not carnal Joyes but Spirk 
zual, which are of a' higher -nature and 
ſweeter reliſh, that have a higher objeq, 
and are the . beginnings of Eternal Joyes; 
if you have theſe joyes in any meaſure, you 
have them from Chriſt ; he ſends the Hoh 
Ghoſt from Heaven to be your Comforten 
- _ to fill your Hearts with Spiritual joyes, ar 

, ſhall not your hearts then be - filled witl 
. love to-the Lord Jeſus who is the Author 
of them? | ; 1 
- 7. You have the riches of Grace from 


Chriſt : If any of you were poor and ready 


to ſtarve with hunger and cold, and a rick 


man ſhould give or ſend to you a cheſt full ip 
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6. You have the Joyes of the Holy Gho 4 
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of Gold and Silver, or a Cabinet full of Jew-Þ1 


els worth many thouſand pounds ; wouk 
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you not love ſuch a Benefactor? the Lond 
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ntÞ Jeſus Hath given you the riches of Grace, - 
ef the leaſt meaſure of which ts really of more 
gworth than- the vaſteſt treaſures of Gold, 
niSilver and precious Stones, that ever was 
Woathered together and heaped up by the 
moſt wealrhy man that ever lived upon 
olWhhe face of the Earth ; and will you not. 
1 bve-Jeſus Chriſt who hath given you theſe 
#heſtimable riches ? | | 
el 8. You have the Dignity of Children 
netfrom Chriſt ; 1 John 3. 1. Behold what 
lf harner of Love the Father hath beſtowed 
| | | Sporr 745, that we ſhould be called the Sons of 
nd $od ! This Priviledge of Adoption js be- 
aFowed upon you, not only by the Father, 
530 but alſo by the Son ; Fohn 1. 12. But as 
ol many as received him, to them gave he Pow- 
dlyYer to become the Sons of God, even to them 
enfybat believe on his name, We read of ſome 
ndfaiſed from the duſt, and lifred up from 
We dunghil to fit with Princes, P/al, 113.7, 
10008. It is afar higher advancement to be lifted 
"FT up from the dunghill of fin, and of ſlaves 
ME'to lufts, and Children of the Devil, to be 
dyEtmade the Sons and Daughters of the Lord 
olBhand- it.is Jeſus Chriſt who hath conferred 
WEthis honourupon you ; and will not this en 
a= gear your love to Chrift # - | | 
ro $. You have the Spirit of Prayer from 
us - | Chriſt 3 


AgAlmighty. This honour have all the Saints, _ 


* Fruits ofthe Heavenly Canaan, the earneſt; 
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| Chriſt ; being Sons, the Spirit of the Son is 
{enr down into your Hearts, whereby-yoy: 
are enabled to-lay Abba Father, Gal. 4. 6.4 
through Chriſt you have acceſs anto God by Þ 
theSpirir, Eph.2.18. It is the Spirit of Chriſt Þ 
which, helpeth your infirmiti2s in Prayer; Þ 
thar formeth your Petitions, that enableth 
you to Pray with Faith and'Life, and Fer- 
vour. Through Chriſt you have free Ad- 
mittance to the throne 'of Grace ; through 
Chriſt you have Aſſiſtance by his Spirit to! 
Pray in Prayer ; through Chriſt you have 
Audience, and gracious returns ; O how: 
are. you beholden. unto Chriſt ! and how, 
ſhould you love him ! E:) 
10. You have a Title to the Kingdom! 
of Heaven from Chriſt, Through Chriſt 
you are Children, and throngh Chriſt you 
- are Heirs, It is-Chrilf that gives the firſt 


of the future Treaſure and Inheritance which; 
e hath promiſed, and the foretaſtes ſome-: 
times” of thoſe Soul-raviſhing : Pleaſures 
' which the Saints ſhall have in Fulneſs, and. 
to Eternity, when they are received up in- 
to. Glory. And.it is Chrift that hereafter 
will give Poſſefſion.unto. you, of the King- 
dom: of Heaven. -At.the Day, of his glork: 
- ous appearance, after he hath' owned you | 
before the whole World of Angels and Men, | 
Þ - #-- | 
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Judging andicondemning the Wicked; he 
& wilt receive: you with Acclamations of Joy 
F and triumph, into the Glorious Palace of the 
# New Fers/alem; where you ſhall have the 
© Beatifical Viſion and Fruition of the glori- 
"ous Fehovah, and be made parnakeregl tuch 
glorious Feliciry as hath not now entred 
mto your Hearts to'conceive. And will 
"not the Conſideration of all this ſet your 
hearts on fire with love to Chriſt ? Chri- 
ſtians, is there any Perſon like to Chriſts . 

Þ Perfon? is there any love like to Chriſt's 
bye? are there any Benefitslike to Chriſt's 
denefirs? No, no,. he is incomparable in 
all 5 methiaks then. you ſhould by this;time 
feel your love to Chrift like Fire to burn 
within with a- vehement flame; or me- 
$ thinks your love-to Chriſt ſhould be like 
*water, I mean the waters of the Santtu- 
J ary ſpoken of Ezek., 47. 3,4,5- which at 
F entrance were bur to the : Ankles, a little 
JF further were up to the Loyns, a little fur- 
'ther a deep River over the head, where a 
;man- might. ſwim 3 methinks you ſhould 
perceive an encreafing of your love under 
theſe various" motives ; if your love were 
Jgmoresthallow at firft, methinks by this time 
$i ſhould have got fome depth ; when ſuch | 
Winds do blow, the waters ſhould flow 
ET E | and 
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4nd honoured you:to be his Aﬀeſſors in his - 
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- andoverflow, methinks yourlove:to Chri& 
' ſhould be raiſed/unts a: high-tiges and tu 
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"SECTION XIV. 


-andhere-confider,- 1: The: Duty.” 2. The 


with. a ſtrong Stream:.Thus for the: mo» 
_ tives drawnfrom the conſideration of Chriſts 
Benefits, all which are ſo. many Orators 


5 iD 
” yo 
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He fourth an laft fort of Mctives to x: £ 
cite your loveto Chrift,may be drawn | 
-..-- rom the conſideration of that :tove which || 
Chriſtians have, orſhould have unto bim;F 


Priviledge.: 3. The Honour. 4. The Wik- 


dom. x. The Excellency. 6: The Neceb 


fity. 7. The Uſefulneſs. . 8. The Delight- 
 falneſs. . 9./The N——— of this lows (| 


: to TINGS Chriſt. 


- I» Conſider, - it is « your Moy to lows! 6 

uty to have a Na- 
" tural affeQion unto Parents and Children,it Þ. 
-" ih much more: your Daty :to have ſpiricual £ 
affeRions unto Chriſt ;, If it be-your duty:toÞ: 
have conjugal affection unto your EarthlyÞ 
Hasband and Wife ; it.is a greater daty to 
have conugal love unto this your Heaven 
{ Jy Husband. ol it be _ Daty to love 


 Chrift ; if it be your 


Brethren 
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' Brethren, Siſters and Kindred, that love - 
'you, it is a greater Duty. to love Jefas 
' | Chriſt, who loves you above all Relations; 
*Þ if it be your Duty to love your Enemies, 
*F/ it is much more your Duty to love Chriſt 
T who is your beſt Friend. - Ir is the will of 
F your Heavenly Father that you ſhould -love 
| F Chriſt ; the Devil would have you hate 
[| him, but God would have you love: him, 
--:Y and whether it be moſt reaſon that yon 
*"'Þ ſhould obey the Will.of: God or the Will 
XJ of the Devil, jadge ye. Ir is the Will of 
My Chriſt that you ſhould love him ; the will 
AJ of the fleſh is againſt this love, but whoſe 
38 will ought you to comply withall ? you are * 
CF not Debtors to the Fleſh that you ſhould . 5 
le obey it's commands, neither are you Deb- 
tf tors to any Creatures to give them your 
$ choiceſt aftetions, but you are debtors un- 
©F to Chriſt to give him your chief love: Chriſt | 
'F. bath moſt right to your love, and will you |} 
\'F.. not give to Chriſt his due? if you are boand 
CY to give men their due, are you not much 
-f: more bound to. give unto- Chriſt his due ? 
= Chriſts dueis your beſt, and have you any 
- thing better than your Heatts to preſent 
| him withall? will Chriſt accept of any things. 
| at your hands, fhould you withhold from *' 
| bim your Hearts? had you thoaſands of * 
| Rams, and ten thouſand Rivers of Oyl to 
= E 2 offer 
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| offer to him, had you all+ the Treaſures of 
- the Earth. at your diſpoſe, and ſhould lay 
". it downallat his feer, ic would beall ſlight-. 4 
" ed and diſregarded by him, if you give | 
away your Hearts from him. 
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_- 2, Ovnſider, it is your Priviledge that 
you may loye Chriſt, that Chriſt will give 

you leave to do it, arid kindly accepr of 
your Love. "Should Beggars fall in love Þ 
with Princes in order to the Marriage Unj- 
on, boththeir Perſons and Love would be 
rejected with ſcorn, anger and diſdain : 
:/ Ther i a far. greater diſtance between you 
and Jeſus Chriſt, than there is between the 
heſt Prince and the meaneſt Begpar; 
nd yet the Lord Jeſus Chriſt-doth give 
you leave to love him with a Spiritual con- 
- jugal love, in order to tlie cleareſt Spiritual 
-  Hnion and Conjuction ; and\notwithſtand- 
- gang his greatneſs and your meannels, he is 
- not aſhamed to give enfertainment unto ' 
' Four Love; although you are ſo mean as 

Chnmures, and have been fo vile as Sinners, 

yet he doth not {corn and diſdain you, bur 
q Joh Perſons and Love may find ready ac- 
> Yeprance with him. .Itis your diity to love 


E Chriſt becauſe he commands you, and iris Þ 
- your Priviledge that you. may love Chriſt 
\ becauſehe allows youto doit. | 


+ a. OS. 


3. Conſt 
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3. Conſider,. it is your Honour to Love 


4 Chpift. The real Hononr of any is notthe 
F Noble Blood which runs in their veins, the 
Þ bigh lineage from whence they are deſcend- i 
Fed, the great Titles with which they are . | 
F lnveſted, or the moſt-eminent Earthly dig- 


nities unto. which they are advanced :- The 


| Heachen could ſay, Er (Genus & Proaves, 
 & que non fecimusipſi vix ea. noſtra voce z 


our Stock and noble Anceſtors, and what 


' we have not done or.delerved our ſelves, 


we can hardly call our own. And Virtus 
ſola & unica Nobilitas : Vertue is the only 
true Nobility. And the Scripture celleth 
us, that the vileft len art exalted, Plal. 12 


$8. ang chatthe moſt, high ruleth. in the Kings 


dom of Men, and giveth it to whim/oever 


| will, and ſeteth up over it the baſeſt of Mens 
J Dan. 4. 17. ' Princes and Nobles by their - 
F Vices and Wickedneſſes may render them: | 
F ſelves more vile than the Earth under thezy 


Feet, more baſe than the mire inthe Streets, 


| The Word of God accounteth only them 
| fo be truly Honourable, that are truly gra- 
| cious-; and this Grace of Love to Jeſus 
Chriſt doth put a great honour and luſtre | 

F upon all thoſe. that have it. There is ne 
* greater and higher object for your love tha 
| the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, a perſon of ſo great 
” eminency and excellency: the Love of Chriſt | 


E 3 ' doth _ 
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; _ doth ennoble the Heart; and none in the 
world have ſuch truly great and generpus þ 
_ Souls,- as thoſe who have the greateſt love | 
rohim. According to the Spirit, ſo is theÞ 
Man,  cicher, baſe or honourable; and ac-Þ 
cording to the chief love, ſo is the Spirit; Þ- 
 Myour Hearts do chiefly love any inferi- 
- _ our things, as all ſublunary things are; Þ . 
hereby you are debaſed and diſhonoured; I_ 
| -if your Heart chiefly love Chriſt, who is a* 
 - Supertor good and {uperlatively amiable, 
| . hereby you are dignified and become truly } 
honourable. We read of Hope (that is | 
> the Grace of Hope) that z ' maketh not a 
ſhamed, Rom.5. 5. And the fame may be 
faid of this Grace of Love to Jeſus Chriſt, 
K maketh not aſhamed. The moſt in the; 
 -  Worlddolove thoſe things which one time F 
or other will make them aſhamed; the # - 
--.  eovetous will be aſhamed of their love of Þ 
- - Riches, and the voluptuous will be aſhamed Þ 
| oftheif Love of Pleaſures, and the Ambi. | 
trous will be aſhamed of their love of Ho- I: 
nours ; difappointment of Happinels: and J - 
 Ttrue-contentment will make all -afhamed F + 
+ | of their inordinate  Creature-love, / eſpect- Þ * 
” Ally when'they' come 'to reap the bitter} 
Fruit of their Sin in (their Everjaſting pu-F 
" wifhmient: © Rom. 16. 21. What. Fruit had Þ 
you then in thoſe things whereof you are _ : 
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aſhamed, for the end of thoſe things is Death. 
But the love of Chriſt maketh not aſhamed, 
US Þ it is no matter of diſhonour, and therefore 
Te Þ neither is nor will be matter of ſhame for 
he, | any: to love/Jeſus Chriſt-with the greateſt 
CF Strength and Ardency : if the wicked do 
©3} deſpiſe and ſcorn- Gods people, vpon the 
l- | account: of this love, their ſcorns are their 
44 real Glory, as on the contrary their eſteem 

? | of-any upon the-account of fin, is a real 


% 


4 3 ſhame and diſhonour; 


y -- 4. Conſider, it is your Wiſdom to love 
* | Chriſt,” Der. 4.6: Keep therefore and do | 
© | them, for this is your Wiſdom and Under- © 
e |. farding in the fight of the Nations, which 
b | fhralt bear theſe Sratutes, and fay,. Surely this - 
_ þ greet Nation is a Wiſe and Underſtanding 
©F People. None have fuch Wiſdom and Un- 
+, } 'derftanding as thoſe who have and keep this / 
4 | Statute and Commandment to love the Lord } 
- 4 Jefus Chriſt : P/al; 111. 10. The fearof the | 
« _ Lord 5s: the beginning of ' Wiſdom, of wad 

1] Onderſtanding have all they that do bis Com- 

1 | mandments.” -The fear of the Lord and the 
; # fove of Chriſt are alwayes in conuction, 
r 
4 


#4 v# rather the former doth include the latter 3 
$ thisis the beginning and chief part of 'Wit- 
j dom, and thofe bave the greateſt Under- 
5 fiandings, who have the firongeft AﬀeCti- _ 


E 4 


and they are; moſt wiſe that are moſt for- 


'- ©8 The True Chriſt ians Love 
. . ons to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, The love of 
Chriſt is the moſt reaſonable, : and therefore 

. the moſt wiſe love. That love is .moſt | 
reaſonable, which-is chiefly cazryed- forth Þ 
towards that object which. is- moſt ſuitable Þ 

' and. really moſt amiable ; none-ſo ſuitable F 

and amiable an objeCt; as- the :Lord :Jeſus 


or my not gt > CO 


Chriſt, as appears in what hath been alrea- | © 
dy 1a1d. concerning-Chriſts. Perſon,.'Chriſts | # 
Love, and: Thriſts :Benefixs., Such as love | © 
other perlons or thingy,wahia chief loye, | © 
| they are miſtaken, the objeQts of their love, | t 


 xbey,apprehend more excellency anddefire- 
 ableneſsinithem, than really is in them, and 
= Jo\thtir [loves a fooliſh, love and unreglon- 
able, there:being nothing» really worthy.of 
it, :notbing.really amiable in the chief iplace 
beneath and beſides Chriſt, . Such as make. 
choice:-of Chriſt for the oþjeG of their chief 
Jove, they make'the,,wiſgſt choice, there þ 
are, teally thoſe £xcatencies in; him -which | 
they-apprehend,. and beyend what they.can | 
poſt] apprehend, and:;gonceive... They 
arefoolsthatate flow of Hearttolove Chriſt, 


- 
wn > | if 


ward untothis love. Itis your Wiſdom t9 
love Chriſt chiefly, ang..jo love Chriſt ar- | 
dently, tuch Wiſdom as: will make ;your . 
faces 'ſhine in the Eyes: of good men,, and 
which will put a luſtre upon your Spirits i 
pe : Js EE. 
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the Eyes of God : True Wiſdom doth not 


 confiſt in the invention of curious and quaint: 
| Notions, in the framing ſound and rational 
| Deductions, in uttering the ſence: of the 
' mind in neat and florid Expreſſions ; but 


the chief Wiſdom doth lie in the right pla- * 
cing of the Aﬀections, and none have at- ' 
tained fo high a pitch of true Spiritual Wikx 
dom, as thole that haveattained the high- 
eſt pitch of love co Jeſus Chriſt. Ir is mat- 
ter of great wonder, when there is the 
penel reaſon and the ſtrongeſt argaments -- - 
for the -love of Chiift, that Men of the 

greateſt parts and learning, who have heard 
of Chriſt, do not readily fall in love with 
him, and attain higher degrees of this love, 
than others of a more inferior capacity 2” 
But the Scripture mult be fulfilled, 44ar+ 


& 11.25. 1thankihee, O Father, Lord of Heas 

"ver and Earth, becauſe thou: haſt bid thefs 
I things from the wiſe and prudent, and reveals 
j &d them unto babes. Such of you as are but 


Babes in worldly Witdom: and humane 


| Learning, as have but mean natural parts; 
and no: 11mprovement by education,. yet if 


Jos love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt above allper- _ 


4 ons and things in the World, you are far 
F more Wile than-che greateſt Scholars.thas 
Ke without this love. : 


x. Conſt 


too The True Chriſtians Love 
 2<3.Conlidertheexcellency of this Love un- | 
to Jeſas Chriſt ; asthe Knowledge of Chriſt 
isthe moſt excellent Knowledge, Phil. 3.8.Y 
Yea doubtleſs I count all things but lf, for Þ 
the Excellency of the Knowledge of Chriſt Fe- 
. fue my Lord: So the Love of Chriſt is the: 
- moſt excellent love.. It is a love of the 
-- moſt excellent object, the Lord Jeſs who is. [| 
: bo excellent; itis a love of the moſt excel-. 
, lent original, ir cometh down from Hea- 
ven, it is wrought by the Spirit of God; || 
-. & isa love that rendersthem moſt excellent 
=. that have it. The wicked that are with- 
out thislove, are like. droſs 3 the Righteous | - 
- that have it, are like Gold ; the Wicked that. 
bate Chriſt, are like dirt; the Righteous. |- 
that love him, are like Jewels ; other loves 
| <&o darken and defile, the love. of Chriſt] 
| - doth brighten the Spirit, and renders Men. 
Ef OT RI .and the excellent of theÞ 


| _ 6. Conſider: the Necellity. of this -Eovef . 
|. ante Jeſas Chriſt. HTS. . : 
* 7 ly; Lheloveof Chirift is univerſally ne- 

\  ecflary = ſome of you have need to do this 
*- thing, atid-others of you. have need: ro dof 
- . that; butall of you have the greateſt need}. 
to.love Chriſt :- tome of you. have. need off - 
this Friend, and to love him, -that you may}. 


of the Unſeen Chriſt. 107. 


keep him, and others of you have need of 


t- - snother Friend 5 ore Friend cannot ſerve -_ 
ſt F the neceſlities 'of all 3 bur all of you -have - 
I " need of Chriſt for your Friend : he'is the- 


T4 only Priend thar' can ſerve all your neceffi- 
©} ties, and you have need'to love him above- 
ef. all Friends ; itis necefſary that you who are. 
ie poor ſhould tove Chriſt, who have but few- 
5 arno:Friends;. and it is neceffary that you : 
1- }, who are rich ſhoald love Chriſt, who have - 
iſ many Friends ; Chriſt being a Friend in. 
I; | fread ofallto them that nave none, and-bet-- 
"tf ter tharrall to'them that.have the molt. . 


1 '. 2. Theloveof Chriſt is abſolutely and in-+- 
at] gifpenſibly neceſſary: it isnot neceflary that : 
u5'l you ſhouldclimb up intoa high ſearofdigni=- 
nl OY and honour:; ,butir isablolutely neceſlary : 
S that yoar-affeCtions ſhonld climb up and al. - 
& .cendto Jeſus Chriſt who is above ; its not-* | 
” ne&ceflary that you ſhould abound in wealth, , 
_ that you ſhould have full bags, and full cof--- 
- fers, and**muck riches in your: houlſes;- but: - 
© it is abſolutely neceſſary that you ſhould i 
have theRiches of this Grace of love ro Je- - 
| fus Chriſt in your Hearts.. Food is not-ſo » 
F neceſlary to fatisfie your hunger, cloaths 
| are not-fo neceflary to cover your nakeg- 
. -nefs, houſes are not fo neceflary to ſhelter -- 
-  you-from.the- injury of: the. Weather; the: 
EL ; - Moſe®! 
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| Moft_needful thing is; not 10. veceſſary to 
your bodies, as. this: lave to Jelus Chriſt is. 
neceflary to-your Souls, ' You maybe poor: 
and ia the Joweſt condition here on. Earth, YW 
and. yet be truly. happy whilſt you: live, Hh 
and Eternally happy in the other world,--if Yona 
| you have. this love 'to- Jetus: Chriſt; 3j; but: Þnc 
.\ Without this love, whatever your zRiches, Jtu 
 -and Honours, and :Friends, . your; Earthly. 
delights and enjoyments be, though-never | 
{a deſirable, never ſo plentiful, yer you 

| are milerable, and ſhall be miferable, . You 
may love other-Perſons; and: Thipgs: in the: 
| world ſubordinately, but you mult love Je- 
— Is Chriſt chiefly, -orherwite you are under ' 
the:curſe both of the Law and Goſpel,- and 
You cannot eſcape the vengeance of Hell. ... 


* 7, Conſider the Uſefylnels of this Love 

| unto Jeſus Chriſt. SET 4 a 
| 1. The love of Chriſt is uſeful in Pro- | : 
| Tperity, to-ballait the Hcart, that ir benot Þ 
' overſet with che full gales of a flouriſhing 
-* eondition.:. iis of ule to mogerate the affe- 
| Etions to. lawful chings:3 and.if is :of ule to 
| Keep. the Heart from. unlawfui and. finful 
| Toves, if Chrit have nat your Hearts, fome | 
| bale and fooliſh laſts wil,haye tkem, which _Þ 
- will wound. your Conſciences with guilr, 
- and. pierce your Hearts thoraw. with many 


® * 


$ arrows. ; 2, Ig: k 
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: 2. The love of Chriſt is . uteful in Adver-. 
is fſity, to bear up the Heart from-finking and. 
| Fdeing overwhelmed with the Winds and 
hy JWaves of trouble and affliction ; it is ofuſe 
- Fto eſtabliſh the Heart from being exiraordt- 
if Foarily rwoved in the_moſt Stormy times : 
Jnot only Faich buc Love too is of a fixing;na-' 
ture, to keep from amazing fears of evil ti- 
dings, and the greateſt , perils ; and. cf a 
.{frengthnis Nature, to ſtay and tupport the 
Spirit, and .Kcep off preiſing griefs and de- 
{pondencies, in the darkeit and moſt dole« 
ful days. +, 5. | 7 


3: The love of Chrift is uſefal to quicken 
and excite unto duty, this makes the yoak 
of Chriſt eaſie,. and will enable you to draw 
# chearfully therein ; this makes the buiden 
| of duty (fo accounted by the moſt,)- ro.-be 
Fo burden in eiteem ; if youhave much love 
Wunto Chriſt you will account duty to be your 
-priviledge, and the Service of Chriſt to be 
| freedom, and none of his commands will be 


"> = 0» Oy . ow os yg ag, 9 a, 


| grievous, but all of them joyous unto you; 
"if you have much;love uaro ;Chriſt, .yout 
Hearts will-be ' enflamed hereby with. zeal 
Bar your Maſters Glory, and you will ne- 
| v<r think you can do too, muci for him. 


- 4; Ehe-love.of Chiift -is, uſeful to arm. 
if | you: 


& %> _y # 
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'gaibſt the ſharpeſt Darts which'the Devilff 
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fifon your Hearts againſt this Enemy, and} 
7s” a ftrong defence: 'apainft any overturesF- 
"which the Devil may make in his Temptati-| 


yor apdinſtt Temptations! - If--Faith be 1 
Shield, Love's Chrift is a Breaft 'plate- a - 


can throw at you; love to Chriſt doth gar-Þ 


ons to draw you to fin'; how can-I do this 


_ evil and offend my/dear Lord, will be the 


anſwer of love to repell temptations to fin; | 
whateveralluring proffers they be accom-{ 
panied withal.-- Temptations - will have no- 
force to prevail over you, if this -love of 
Chriſt be ſtrong within you. 


 $: The love of Chriſtis uſeful to-fir you! 
for thecroſs, and the greateſt ſufferings which 
you may be called unto for the fake of Chriſt. | 
If you-have great love to- Chrift, / you will} 
be ready to luffer 'for. Chit with patience 
and with chearfulneſs; ihe tcavieſt -crois:F 
will ſeem light, difgrace and ſhame will bs} 
accounted honour, Toffes- will be eſteemed. 
gains, pains pleaſures, or at leaſt privi- Þ 
ledges: Prifons will tem Palices;atd death: 
will be accounted IWe!'” 9 how have tome Þ 
run to theſtake; and/embracedithe Flames of Þ 
Fire kindled to burnithem;'” whey chey have Þ 
felt the fire of love-to Chriſt barning (trong- 
ly within them | Thus this {ove is uſeful in 


_ 
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© i] 6. Thelove of Chriſt is uſeful at Death, _ 
*# This love in its firength will put a beauty. 

evil * upon the aſpect of death, which {eems to 
al ” orim and terrible unto the moſt. If you 
nF have much love to Chriſt, you will look up-- 


ren - on death as Chriſts meſſenger, ſent for you 
+} to bring you out of the dark Prion of the 
res World and the Body, and to convey you 


I; " into the Manſions of Glory, where your 
5 - dear Lord is, and you will not beunwilling 
wy 7 to leave the World that you may live with 
of Chrrſr. | 


_*.- 8], Conſiderthe fweetneſs of this love BR 
to Chriſt, Ifthere be Kreetnels in the love 


+ of the Members, there is much more ſweet-- 
4 neſsinthe love of the head ; if there be de- 
14 light and comfort in the love of Chriſts dif- 
 ©iples for their Maſters ſake, there is much. | 
” F - more (delight and comfort in the love of: 


- Chriſthimielfthe Maſter. for his own ſake; 
il the Apoſtle telleth us of comfort in love, 

S Phil: 2.1, that is inthelove one of aiiother, 
| butthe confolationsinthetove of Clif are. | 
. | . far exceeding ;. there are no tuch iweorr mo» 
£4 tions of Heart, as thoie of thc {rrong and 
'F ferveytioutgoings of it in its love :09. Chriſt; 
; eſpecially when Chriſt doth draw near and 
manifeſt his love uvcto the Soul, Chriſt. 
Hothrejoyce in his tove unto his Dilciples, 


Or? JO. 9. 
Ys Re ys 
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and they may. rejoyce in their love to him; | 
| and this.joy in the love of Chrift is a full}; 
joy :' Jobn15-11. Theſe things have 1 , pukenÞ 
 wnto you that my joy may remain tin you, and} 
' _ That your- joy may be full: In the former} 
verſe Chriſt ipeaketh of his love to them, | 


and here of his joy inthem ; they were the 


objects of his joy as they were the objects] 
of his love, -and according to the meaſure' 


. and ſtrength of their love to Chriſt, ſo is 
- the ſulneſs of cheir joy in Chriſt. Cart. 4. 9. 
Thou haſt raviſhed my heart, my Sifter, my 
Spouſe, thou haſt raviſhed my Heart with one 


of thine Eyes, with cone Chain of thy Neck; 


They are the words of Chriſt the Beloved, 


- unto his Spouſe the Church, expreſſing the | 


Taviſhing delight which he found in her 
look: of Fairh,: or glances of Love, and the 


chain of Graces which ſhe was adorned with- | 


| all. How then-may your Hearts be raviſh- 
 £d- with uſpeakable delight in looking up- 


| 'on Chriſts moſt amiable face, and in the fer- } 


 \yenit aCtings of your toveunto him? when a 
+ 'Slance of his Eye, a {mile, a beam. from his 
| countenance, doth enkindle a Fire in the 
' breaſt, and this fire of love to Chriſt doth 
burn and flame ; O how ſweet is this flame, 
beyond what tongue is able ta. exprels. 


9 Andlafty, Conſider the Atrainable. 
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neſs of this love to Chriſt. Bruits are not 
ful capable of this love to Chriſt, but you are 
capable : as your minds are capable of 
WFknowing him, ſo your hearts are capable 
nd o loving him. Others have attained this 
I love who were as much without it, and as 
% much averſe'unto it, as any of you may be. 
2 | Here you are capable, hereafter if you live 
ts, and dye without it, you will be utterly un- 
'© | capable. You have now the means of Grace, 
's | and as of other Graces, ſo of this Grace of 
* | love to Chriſt, in the diligent: uſe of the 
Y | means you may attain thereunto. Thus [ 


* | have done with the Motives to excite. you 


' | znto the love. of Chrilt, . : 
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$ fT”* He ſecond thing propaunded inthe Pro- 
'T {ecution of the uſe-of Exhortation, 

. Þ was to give Birections, and the Dir-Ctions 
F will be of two forts. 1. How to attain this 
$ Jove to Chriſt, 2, Wherein to ſhow this 
love to Chriſt, Firſt, 'How to attain. this 
love to Chyiſt ; and. .bere I ſhall, 1.-Direct 
you how. you may attain this love to Chriit 

- in. the: trath of ir, where, you are wholly 

' Without it... 2: Direct you. how to attatn 
much of this love to Chriſt, where you have | 
* | | it 
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It but inalow degree and weak meaſure ,, 
The firit directions then ſhall be, How youſic 
that are Graccleſs, and Chriftleſs,- andf; 
wholly wichoat chis love to Chriſt, may at 


tain this love to Chriſt. £ Jha 


1. If you would attain chis'love unto Je]. 
_ Jus Chriſt whom you have never ſeen, youſ, 
mult get a thorow'perſwaſion:that there is] q, 
Juch a Perfon as Jeſus Chriſt, and chat he} 
ſuch a Perfon indeed as the Scriptures have] g 
| revealed him to be. The reaſon why He ; 
thens and Infidels are without love to Chriſt] « 
is becauſe they have never heard of him; , 
and the reaſon why many nominal Chriftk. | , 
ansthat have heard of Chriſt are without love] \ 
to him; is becauſe they are not really per-| | 
{waded that there is or ever was ſuch a per-| ; 
{on as Jeſus Chriſt in the World. If youſ- 
would attain this love, you muſt give firm} 
aſſent to this Truth (which is the greateſt Þ 
of all, and the very pillar and fov1dation of f 
the whole Chriſtian Religion) rhat ChriftÞ 
really is, and that the Hiftory of him is no Þ 
cunningly devifed Fable. If you have rea- 
{on to believe that there was ſuch a Perſon 
as Alexander the Great; that there was ſuch } 
a perſon as Fulius Ceſar, both whichlived Þ 
before Chriſts time ; you have more reafon Þ 
tobelieve that there was and is fuch a Perſon 

£ ; 25. 
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_ as Jeſus Chriſt; you have only Prophane 
 YIMItiſtory for the former, bur you have Sacred 
*"Giſtory for the latter ; you have only the 
! Uforirings of menro teſtifie the one, but you 
Fhave the word of God in the Holy Scripture 

7. [9 teſtifie the other. You have as much 
Je-[reaſonto believethe hiſtory of the Goſpel as 

YRIto believe any other hiſtory, and you have 
py A more reaſon' to believe the hiſtory of the 
on Goſpel than to believe any ocher hiſtory. I 
*F[ ſhall ſuggeſt one reaſon amongſt many that 
might be mentioned. The Hiſtory of the 
Goſpel was written by unlearned Fiſhermen, 
and it was believed by as learned men as 
any in the world, in and near the time. of 
"ff their writing, which belief ſome of them 
ſealed with their blood, which they wonld 

| never have done had they found any reafon 
to ſuſpect the truth of this hiſtory, which 
 ( had there been any reaſon of fuſpirion ) 
' they might eaſily have found out in thoſe 
times, whenfuch a grand Fable as this (had it 
*wvecen 2 Fable ) conld not poſſibly have gain- 
 edcredit amongſt wile and inquiſitive men; 
eſpecially when it would have been their 
- greateſt worldly Intereſt,the preſervation of 
|. their Eſtates and Lives, to have disbelteved 

F and difowned it. If beſide the Apoſiles, all 
$ thelearned Fathers ( whoſe works are ex- 

tant amongſt us, who lived near the = 
2 | es | 
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ftles times, and ſome of whom ſuffered 
Martyrdom for Chriſt's ſake) did ſee rea-; 
fon to believe that there was ſuch. a Perſon! 
as Chriſt, ſurely you have reafon to believe; 
and. no ſolid reaſon to diſcredit the report! 


of him inthe Hiſtory of the Goſpel. And! 


when you have attained a firm Afſent unto 
this, get a full perſwaſion that Jefus. Chriſt 


: 
jus 
'pre 
6 
as | 
ba! 


Y 


is ſuch a perſon as the Scriptures do record | 
and, teftifie him ro be. Be perſwaded .of |W 
his Amiableneſs, his Greatneſs, his Holi- Þ6 


nefs, his Wiſdom, his Faithfulneſs, his Ful- h 
neſs, his Kindneſs, the Relation he ſtands. 


1n to the Father, his only .begotten and 
:dearly.beloved- Son; the Relation he ftand- 


|. Eh into his People, efpecially in his Of- 
| ices, of Propher,. Prieſ and King, as I 
.have ſet him forthin the Motives to fiir up Þ 
| Love: acquaint yourſelves with the Hiſto- 
 Iy of his Birth ſo Wonderful, of his Life jk 
Jo Holy, of his Works ſo Powerful, of | 


-his Doctrine ſo Heavenly, | 
fo Great, of his Death 1o Painful and 


of his Sufferipgs .þ( 


” 10 Voluntary, of his ReſurreRion, Aſcen- ; [ 
tion, Seffion and Interceſſion- at_the right Þ 


band of God, ſa needful for us, as you have 


this Hiſtory upon.record in the New Teſta- F| 
| ment: the aſſent to this in your Minds will Þ 
be a preparative for the attaining of true 'Þ 


Love to Jeſus Chriſt in your Hearts. 


— 


; 2: If þ 
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a1». If you would attain true Love unto Je- 
x #fus Chriſt, you muſt get Convittion of Sn, 
nJand a ſenſe of your Need of Chriſt. The 
efprevailing love and liking of Sin is incon- 
ctÞſftent with true love unto Jeſus Chriſt ; ſuch 
d Jss love Chriſt do hate Sin,aad ſuch as love fin 
o [have an Enmity againſt Chriſt:Whileſt your 
Flearrs go after your Covetouineſs, or yoar - 
d [Yolupruouſneſs, or are ſer upon any other 
Wickedneſs, your hearts cannot be ſet up- 
i- fon Chriſt ; before you can love Chriſt, yotir 
Yhearts muſt be taken off from ſin. Get 
F therefore a conviftion of Sin, as the greateſt 
TEvil in the world. * Be perſwaded whatan 
evil thing and a bitter-ir is, to tranſgreſs 
- [Gods Law, and thereby to affronc the 
higheſt Majeſty, the great King of Glory, 
FLovk into the Word. and Law of God, and 
Fe what is there required, what is there - 
e Afforbidden, and then look back upon your 
FLives, or look into the Regiſter of your 
$s ICov{ciences, that you may find out what 
© Fyour fins of Omiſſion and Commiſſion have }. 
- ſheen. - Take a view of your tran{greſſions 
Fof the Law, and of your dilobedience alfo 
unto the Goſpel ; and as you are guilty be- 
{fore God, ſo labour for a clear f6ghc and 
Ideep ſenſe of your Guilt, how you are un- 
Fder the Curſe of your Dilobedience, how 
| | you 


Ou | 


| : 'your Supream King and Soveraign, Thinkf 


- of Life is which ties Soul and Body toge-F 
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- © -yon are liable to ruine and eternal deftrudti. | 
onfor your fins. Look uponſin as the moſt 
miſchievous thing in the world ; if there bel: 
any evil -in any temporal calamities which 
ever did befall any of the children of menÞ 
yea if there be any evil in future miſeries; in 
the extremity and eternity of Hells PlaguesÞ 
and Puniſhments, be perſwaded that there} 
is far more evil in_fin which is the cauſe off 
all. Thiak-how miſerable you are while} 
under the guilt and reigning power of fin, 
' that the Worm is notfo vile, that the Toad 
is not fo full of deadly Poyſon, that the filth 
of the Earth is nor comparable unto the filth 
of your fins; . Think how baſe. and diſinge- 
- nuous you have been, how monſtruouſly in- 
grateful to your Maker and Benefactor, | 
what Traitors and Rebels you have b<entoſ- 
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whart peril and danger continually you are 
in of Death and Hell, how weak the thredÞ 


ther, which may be {uddenly curwhen youſ 
are leaſt aware, when you are moſt ſecure; 
and then if, you be found in a Chriſtleſs tate » 
your Souls, wiltbe conveyed immediately: * 
unto aplace of remedilefs and eternal miſe-F , 
ry. "Be perſwaded that you are undone ir-Þ * 
recoverably, unleſs the Zord Feſus Chrifth, ; 
do help you ; that you areloſt for ever, =" : ; 
Fa | | . 1EISE. 
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nn ef te Dofen Chris. ana 
” leſs the Lord Jefus Chriſt do fave you; that 
bel f:God,, but muſt be tormented moſt hor. 
"y Iridly and everlaRingly, amongſt the-Devils 


en 


wo the damned in Hell, unlets the Lord Je- 
Che | | 


*{s Chriſt do deliver you from the Wrath 
ack which is to come. The fight and ſenſe of 
ft, your miſerable condition thereby, and 
of our: indiſpenſible; need of Chrif. will 
make way for your Love:of him. If any 
of you were in debt many.thouſand pounds 
| mmto a ſevere: Creditor, ahd had not one © 
1th | Peony to diſcharge it, and yon were threat- 
ned by him to be-thrown' into-Prifon, where. _ 
ge you muſt lye and ror; and ſtarve and dye, | 4 
 withaut hopes of.-relief or releaſe, except * * 
'you could makepayment of che debt : And 
ie if you ſhould hear of fach a Rich man that 
| were: willing and did profier to be your 
| Surety, aud to pay all for you ; ſurely you 
| would have an endeared: Love to- {ach a 
” | friend and Benefactor : Your fins are debts 


ever was ow:d or pay'd, and you are not 
ly Cable to pay one farching, to'give (the leaſt 
-— fatisfaftion unta God, unto whom'.you are 
|} indebted; and. God 1s {evere, and ſtrictly 
F juſt, and without full fatisfaftion to: his. Ju- . 
F Rice, he will chrow you into a' worſe Prifon 
F than the moſt naſty doleſom Prifon on Earth, 


you cannot elcape the dreadful Vengeance _ - 


4 beyond the vaſteſt ſumme of Money that . 


| * andif you ſhould hear of one Phyſician who! | 


' . when it is finiſhed: will bring forth Death, 
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I mean into the Priſon of Hell, -where you 

uſt lye without the leaſt relief, or any 

opes of 'releaſe-:: The Lord Jeſus 'Chtiſt 
.. + Proffers to be your: Surety, to pay off all:Þ 
| for you, and to-give-you a full diſcharge; Þ 7 
_ were you ſenſible what a debt Sin is, and} { 
what aPriſon-Hell-s, ſurely ir. would work'Þ B 
your þearts unto artendeared Love: of ſach! Þ ti 
a_/Friendand ſurety, * who''alone' can” keep | P 
you out of this-doſeſomedreadful'Prifon; I 
' Into which without.himr you will certainly} at 
- and may ſuddenly be thrown. ' If any of ! 
S you -were fick' of a Death-threatning: di- 
_  Remper; and: you'had'nidde- ufe of many: || 
. Phyſicians, bat none could do you good ;/ | Pi 


could:afſuredly and. would readily and free-" | ty 
ly cure your Difeaſe, and fave your Life; {th 
ſurely you would thankfully make ule of FL 
' this Phyfician, and his kindneſs would ex-_ Jn 

—ecedingly_engage your Love; Sin is the” Fto 
Souls {icknels, you are ſick unto death, Sin fo 


{ not only Temporal bur Eternal: It is the: Þ 
Lord Je:us Chriſt only that can cure you of: Fh: 
> this deadly Sickneſs, that can remove your fk 
-  Sin,and thereby deliver youfrom this Death Yhi 
of: Deaths : Get a fenſe of the dangerous. 
cknels of Sin, and you will prize and uſe 
and love the Lerd Jeſus Chriſt, who is the 


_ only þ- 


of the Upſees' Chriſt. IIS 
only Phyſician of value in this caſe. If any 
4 of you were guilty of Murder, or Theft, 
$ or High Treaſon, or any other heinous 
1:4 breach of the Law of the Land, for which 
{4 you were appreherided, arraigned, accu- 
44 ſed, and condemned to be Hanged or, 
& | Burned, or to a more tormenting Death 
kh: Þ than either ; and if you ſhould hear of a 
p | Prince at Court that had begg'd the Par- 
1; | don of ſuch Crimes, for ſuch Malefafors, 
y | and had obtained, and he ſhould ſend to 
you to ſfignifie his willingneſs to do the like 
= | tor you; ſurely you would thankfully ac- 
y; | cept of ſuch a proffer, and would love this 
3 

0 


; I Prince as your life, who ſhould thus pre- 
' | ſerve you from Death : You are all guil- 
-" {ty of high Treaſon and Rebellion againſt 
;. the King of Heaven, in your breach of his 
f $Law,and you are condemned by this Law, 
-. Ynot to be hanged forit, or beheaded, but 
2' Fto be burn'd for it, to be burn'd in the Fire 
a Jot Hell, which is unquenchable ; The 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the Prince of Glory,. _ 
Ja Friend in the Court of Heaven, who 
Fhath procured a Pardon for many ſuch ma- 
{kfactors, and ſendeth to you to ſignifie 
Fhis willingneſs to procure your Pardon, if 
you will make uſe of him; Surely, if you 
have a ſenſe of your Crime and Danger, 
1fou will apply your ſelves unto Chriſt to 
K- F lave 
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ſave you,  andyou will not withhold your 
Love from ſuch a one as ſhould ſhew you 
_ unparalle]' d Favour, 


3. If you would attain true Love unto .Þ 

_ Chriſt, you mult get an Intereſt in Chriſt: 
you muſt lay hold on Chriſt by Faith, that] 
you may be united to him, ang:related to' 
him. It is Faith that works Love, to them: j 
that believe Chriſt is precious, but by Un-|.; 
believers he 1slighted, and cannot be be-'Þ ( 
loved. ' Without Union to Chriſt you will | þ 

[ 

h 


* have no affeCtion to Chtiſt, . The founga- 
' tion of Love is laid in the Relation to the | þ 
; beloved; and this Union to and Intereſt in J'S 
" Chriſt, it is only by Faith. If then you $h 
would embrace Chriſt in the arms of your 
Love, you muſt firſt lay hold-on Chriſt," 
and receive' him by the_hand of Faith. 1 
Whatever Motivesand AttraCtivesof Love 
there be in Jeſus Chrilt, they will be none'F 
to you witheut this Intereſt and Relation: Þ nc 
Chriſt is a perſon moſt beavtiful; moſt love- 
| ly and amiable; but he- will not” be ſo (ir 
*  youreyes, ſol ng as you are-without the! 
| * eye of Faith; he is -great and powerful, Þ” 
but. ſo much the worſe for you, becauſe 
without Intereſt in him, his power 1s en-P [pa 
gaged againſt you: he'is pure and holy,Ft 
| and whi it 1 in-your fi - ns'Yau- are __ bu 

[0 &Q 
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the more odions in his ſight; he is wiſe and + 
knoweth all things, therefore.is privy ta 
| all your ſins; he is molt true, and there- 
- Þ fore will fulfil his threatnings againſt ſuch 
o.Þ as go on ſtill in their treſpaſſes; he is full, 
+: Þ but you without Intereſt inhis Perſon have: 
t- no ſhare. in his fulneſs ; he-is kind, but it 
'0 Þ| isto thoſe that are related tohim, but what 
m-Þ is this to you that are Unbelievers ? he-is 
1-4-2 Shepheard to his Sheep, but you are. 
Goats; he 1s a Captain to his Souldiers, - '- | 
it but you are Enemies; he isa Teacher fohis' - 
a- | Diſciples, but you are the Devils Scholars: _ 
e | he 1s a Gracious Soveralgn, but it 1s to his 
in} Subjects, you are Rebels: He isa Prieſt to 
28 {his People, having made fatisfattion and 
doth make interceſſion for them;' but you 
trample his blood under your feet + He is 
Friend and BenefaCtor to his People, but 
you are ſtrangers; he is a Brother, and a 
| _—_— to his People, but you ſtand in 
ne of theſe Relations; heis a Redeemer 
It his People, but you are Slaves and Cap- 
It Uyes. 


"The light which he gives is moſt ſweet, 

Dur youare darkneſs; thelife which he im- 
| Fparts is molt excellent, but you are dead 
5, n ſins and treſpaſſes; he gives pardon of ſin, 
xe[but you are under guilt; he gives Peace 
oy | K-43 - of 


2 


F | came unto Chriſt, and joyn your ſelves byÞ b 
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of Conſcience, - -but your Conſciences are 
ſtill wounded and ſeared; he gives the Joys|F 
of the Holy Ghoſt, bat you are in danger 
of Eternal woes ; the Robes of his Righte-| 
ouſaeſs are moſt Rich, but you are naked ;Þ1 
the Riches of his Grace are ineſtimable,but | 
you; are ſtill poor; the dignity of being] 
made the Sons of God is moſt admirable, |! 
but you are Children of the Devil; he [# 
gives acceſs unto God 1n prayer, but. you. 
- areſtill ata diſtance; he gives a Title to|Þ 
the Kingdom of Heaven, but if you conti- Ja 
nue in your preſent ſrate, you wili be ſhut Þ 
at laſt out of the Palace which is above, | 
-- and be thruſt down into the Priſon of Hell a 
*  Whichis below. -What then are all theſeF 
- motives to draw forth love to Chriſt unto 
you, that have no intereſt in Chriit ?, it 1sF* 
Uriion and Relation unto Chriſt, and inte-$2: 
reſt in him by Faith,. which puts lite intoÞ 
theſe motives, that they may indeed at-Þ®: 
tract love ; O then be perſwaded without Þ 
further delay to endeavour after this in-Þ 
reſt in Chriſt ; you muſt-have it, or you 
are loſt irrecoverably, you will be miſera-J# 
ble Ecernally ; and you may attain this in-Þ 
. fereſt,, others have attain'd it, as mean, Þ 
' and as vile as your ſelves, and you are cal-Þ© 
led unto Chriſt. O be perſwaded then to 


Faith [o 
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Faith unto him,that you may have intereft 
in Chriſt and in all bis Benefits: If you ask 
Ime what this Faith is that gives an intereſt 
Jin Chriſt, what it is to believe ; I anſwer 
out of Fohn 1. x2. thatitis to receive Chriſt. 
But to as many as recetved him, tothem gave 
le, [97 Power to become the Sons of God, -even 10 
he [them that belteve in bis Name. Be perſwa- 
ou. | ded then toreceive Chriſt and accept othim 
to.1upon the terms of the Goſpel. Receive 
ti. Jand take hold of Chrilt by the _ of Faith: 
ut And that you may do this, i. You mvſt 
re, let go your hold of fin: if You top lin 11 
ellJyour boſom, if you harbour baſe Loſts in 
your Hearts, you cannot receive and give 
entertainment to Chriſt there: you moſt 
Ithruſt fin ont, if you would let Chritt in, 
$2.You muſt let go your hold on the World; 
I don't ſay you mult let it go out of yoar 
Fhands, and throw away the eſtates which 
| [God hath given, except ir be to part with 
Flome proportion in a way of Mercy and 
Eftarity, and except you be called to leave - 
all rather than to forgo Chriſt or any of -his 
#$Traths; bnt you muſt let the World go out 
[| be your Hearts: the World muſt not ſit up=" 
Fon the Throne of yeur Hearts, that feat 
muſt be reſerved for Chriſt ; chief iove,and - 
k preinate love to the world and things in 
; ———_— be taken off. 3. You muſt 
þ "2" "RN | LF 3 | let 


— 
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let gohold of ſelf; your own Righteouſneſ 
and all ſelf-confidences muſt be parted withy 
you mult be humbled and emptied of yourſ 
ſelves, if yon would be prepared for the 


_ receiving ©: {cſs Chriſt, -and receiving off 


_  -andjoyn your ſelves to him, and make ove 


-that fulneſs wv. ich there is in him. And thenff | 
' 1. Receive Jeſus Chriſt as, your High-Pricf 
. to reconcile you unto God, truſting alone 
in his Merits and Mediation. 2. Receive ]e| 
ſus Chriſt as your Prophet to inſtru and 
lead you in all Truth by his Word and Spi- 
rit.. 3-Recelive Jeſus Chriſt as your Sove- 
| raign Lord and King toRule you. 4. Re- 

- ceive Jeſus Chriſt as your Captain to tread 
- down your Spiritual Enemies under yout'; 
- feet. 5. Receive Jeſus Chriſt in all his Re - 

lations, of Shepherd, Friend, Brother, andſ, 
eſpecially in the Relation of an Husbandj Y 


your ſelves to him, dedicating and devoſ: 

_ ting your ſelves to him,and giving up your 
ſelves to be guided, guarded, provided for- 
and governed by him. This is to- receive I 
Chriſt, and” this is to believe, this give 
'Union and Relation, and intereſt in the 
Eord Jeſus: and if you do thus joyn yout. 
ſelves to Chriſt by Faith, you will quick 3 
feel love to Chrilt to ſpring forth, to warlkſ 
and a&t, and that vigoroully ; and to bring 4 
- forth ſuch IN in the ie; 9s ſhall | 
EC L. 
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neſl/ ' ſhew that love to Chriſt is -rooted in the 


thi Heart. 
our 
the 4. If you wool attain Truth of love to: 


2 off | refos Chriſt, be diligent in the uſe of all 
hen thoſe means which God hath appointed for 
1cſt} the working of it. I ſhall inſtance only in 
Ong two means. 


and} 7. Be diligent in Hearing the Word 
PHI Preached. | As Faith cometh by Hearing, 
Vl fo love to Chriſt is wronght by the ſame 
Nel means: 3 Hear and your Souls ſhall live, ſaith 
calf | the Prophet, 1/a. 55. 3. and I may ſay, 
ou”! hear that your Hearts may love, that where 
IE the Eye cannot, the Ears may affe& the 
nd, Heart with love to the Lord -Jeſus.. Whilſt: 
et | | Lyaia was hearing Paul preach, her Heart 
ts | was opened, AF. 16, 14. and whilſt you - 
'0F” are hearing Miniſters preach of Chriſt, your *: 
uf” He:rts may be opened to receive him,. -/ 
"F - and to embrace him in-the arms of your 

| deareſt love. See A&. 11.15. As 1 began 
' * to ſpeak, the Holy Ghoſt fell on them, as on us 
| "| # ; at the begtnnins. "Whilſt Peter was preach- 
ug. ing and the Gentiles were hearing, the Ho- 
1} 1y Ghoſt was ſent down from Heaven 2nd 
9” fell npon them ; and ſo whilſt you arc hear- 
NG : -1ngthe'Word, * God may give forth of his 
| Spirit to work this Grace of love to Jeſus 
_ Glrilt in your Hearts. F- 4. 23 BM 
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2. Bediligent-and earneſt in Prayer un- 
to God for this love, confeſs and bewail 
before him your want of this love, tell hin 
you deſerve a double Anathema, becauſe} 
you do not love Chriſt, .and witha]] tell F 
him you cannot of your ſelves love him, Þ 
that you can as eaſily lift a Mountain to 
Heaven, as lift up your Hearts unto Chriſt; 
but defire that he would draw nP your love 
to Chriſt by his Spirit. Beg of him that 
he would put out the fire of Luſt, and all 

_._ Inordinate creature-love,and that he would >. 
* enkindleia fire of love. in you to this moſt 
, Jovely Jeſus, which no corruption in your 
b- - Hearts may be able to extinguiſh. And in 
Four prayers preſent your Hearts to the} 
: pl Jeſus, offer them up freely to him, // 
'-. and deſire that he would accept of them, F; 
 Tthathe would take hold of them, and take F© 
© . polleſſion of them, and eret his Throne in F- 
them, and make theman Everlaſting habt- 
ation for himſelf. oo d 
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SECTION XVI. 


| Aving given direftions how you may }- 

H attain the Truth of love to Chriit- 4 

where you-are without it, I come now to'F- 
Elve pn how you may attain. mach | 


of the Unſeen Chriſt. 12 3. 
of this love to Chriſt, where you have. 1t 


ily but in a low-degree and weak meaſures 
mJ Would you attain much Love to Chrit 2 ©- 


14 -.1. Be muchiin Contemplation of Chrifts, ! 
1. 4 conſider often what motives theic are of | 
08 loveinhim, prelis tiem 1pon your Spirits,, 
tf] and labour to awaken and rovze up your 
e | Hearts unto the vigorous exerciſe of this 
it | love. Spend time in lecret retirement, and: 
1} there-think;and think again, ot the- Sn per=- 
d | - lative Excellencies and Pertections. whiclt: 
t | are in-Chrilts perſon, how wonderful and. 
r 4 matchleſs his love is,- what heights in it. -; 
n$ that cannot be reached, what depths in 1t. 
e$ that cannot be fathomed, what other di>- 
- menſions which cannot be compretended's, 
F. Meditate often of his benefits, how 14com= 
2 þ arable his love-tokens be: ana whilſt yon ' 
1 | are muſing, you may feel tie fire burning =: 
- whilſt you are looking, you may feel your: 
- Hearts leaping; whilſt yon aretaking a view? 
of him, e're you are aware, your Hearts, 
like the Chariots-of imminadav, may rum: | 
F to him; O the roviſhments or tove?: the: - 
i | rranſports of SO ul, witch fame Believers: - 
+ have found in their retired thoughts and: 
i 'views of Chrilt! Ger often into the Moant: 
- of Divine Contemplation, arid there” look: - 
| upwards anto _— and thiok wittt y 'OUre 


F 
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ſelves : Yonder, Yonder, above. the ſhining” 


Sun ts the more Glorious Son of Righteouſ- 
neſs; there at the right hand of the 1 hrone of 


God, is my beloved Feſus the Son of God ſeat-.} 
ed; and though he be ſo high\ above me both } 
in place and dignity, yet he thinketh upon me 


\ and pleadeth for me, and many a gift hath 
he ſent thence and by his Spirit conveyed unto 
me : and I can ask, nothing of the Father in 
his name, but, if it be really for my good, 1 
bave #4 by his means. O dear Feſus, how 


lovely art thou in thy ſelf | the darling of 


Heaven! the Delight of the Father ! the Ad-' 


miration of Angels! O what brightneſs of 


| - Glory, what ſhining luſtre art thou arrayed 


F with! thou art cloathed with moſt excellent 


| - Majeſty and Honour : thou art girded with ' 
' anfinite Might and Power ;, the beauty of thy 


| face is moſt wonderful: the ſmiles of thy 
” Countenance are moſt ſweet and aclightful 
And doth this lovely fair One, this farreſt of 
ten thouſand, this moſt excellent and altoge- 


\ ther lovely Perſon, bear a particular love to, }- 
* ene? to ſuch a vile morm as me? to ſuch a |. 


dead Dog as me? to ſuch an undeſerving,, ill- 
deſerving, hell-deſerving ſinncr as me? O 


'* mhat marvellous kindneſs is this ! what infi-\ 
xite Riches of Free Grace ! doth he know me | 
| by name? bath he given himſelf for me ? and. © } 
| Liven himſelf to me ? ard ſhall not I givehim. | 
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 ouſneſs, beautified with his Image? Hath he 

J pur the dignity of a Child of God np5n me,, 
| 4rd prepared a place in the Fathers houſe for- 
. me ? O wonderfal ! O admirable ! what ſhall” 


thy dulneſs and ſtupidity ? ſhake off thy ſleep» _ 


' which glues thine eye-lids ſo cloſe together 7, 
. of thy beloved, Ariſe O my Soul ! and life”. 
'- Viſible Heavens, even to the place where the: 
lovely and dear Feſus is. Take thy lezve of 
\ Wel to the flattering honours 


. Riches, the glozing Pleaſures, that. are here”: | 


them. If Earth hath thy body for @ while, 
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my heart? Am Iwrittenin his bock,, Redeem, 
ed with his blapd, cloathed with þ:s Righte= 


I render ? what returns (hall I make ? had-T . 
a thouſand tongues, ſhanid I not employ them: 
all in ſpeaking his praiſe ? had I a thouſand. 
Hearts ſhould I not preſent them all as too 

mean wu thank;offering unto bim? And yet 

am| ſlow, ſlowof Heart to love this dear ant. 
ſweet Feſus? Awake O my Soul ! awake from: © 


ſhake out the duſt of the Earth which hath got 
into thine eyer, and keeps thee from the view» 


up thyſelf, unfetter thy fect, unclog thy ſelf, 


take the wing and mount up above the 5ky and: 


the world, and all things therein. Bid fare-- 

, the deceitful. 
below : bid adien to their, and leave rhem 
to thoſe that place thuir cnefelt happineſs in! 


yet let it have thy heart and chieſeſt affeitions 
ta:more, come, O my Soul, aſcend -and.foarr 
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aloft unto- the Heaven of Heavens, the way 
' unto the Holy of Holies #5 acceſſible, the vail 


$& rent, the fore-runner ts entred, and thou Fhe 
mayeſt have entrance too with thy Thoughts, th 
.. and Deſires, and Loves,- and Hopes, and be 


Foyesz, there thou mayſt ſee and view, and 
.Gdmire, and embrace thy deareſt Lord; there 
thy Heart may. find a fit objebt for it's Love, 


_ even thy deareſt Lord Feſus,. who will not re- 
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Jelt and deſpiſe thee, but give kind entertain- | « 
ment unto thy leve,. and withall give the full- | 


| and ſweeteſt returns ;, there thy Heart may 
find a room. to diſpoſe of it ſelf, and not only a 
dodging like that of a wayfaring man for a 
Fight, bat an habitation wherein to dwell and 
#0. take up it's Eternal abode, let thy Heart 
be thy fore-runner, that when thy body drops 
oe from thee thon mayſt know where to betake 
ay ſelf, and find ready entertainment there 
where thy. Heart hath been long before. IW hy 
doſt thou: hang downwards, O my Soul ? why 
doſt thoubend ſo much tothe Earth.and:;Egrths 
ty. things 7 what is there here below-that is 
wat beneath. thee, and altogcther unworthy of 


| thy Love? huwempty, and vain, and thorny 
' are theſe chings ? don't waſt thy time, .meary 


thy [elf fon very vanity, duu't: prigh, and 


wound thy ſelf with :heje things aity mores 


— 
- 


- That ailuih ther, O my Soul, that thou art ſo 


backward .to the Love of Chriſt ? 55 it becauſe. 


4 . 7 
Lea hes: 
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thou canſt not ſee Chriſt with the Eyes of thy 


Body ? rhuu ſhalt ſee 1m with thoſe Eyes 
Bhercafter,” mhen be comes in his Glory, and 
thy body 75 7 aiſed 5nd repaired, aiid fiited te 
Fhear /uch a fight ; thou canſt not ſee the Wind, 


but then heareſt it's noiſe, and feeleſt it's 


blaſts ; and deft thou not hear Chriſt's voice 
in his Word ? doſt thou not feel the breath» 
gs of his Spirit in his Ordinances? Thor 


art inviſible thy ſelf,, O my Soul, andart thou 
ſo drenched in fleſh, that viſible objets ſhall 


have more Powcr to draw down thy heart,than 
this moſt glorious Obje&t ( though now mviſi- 


ble) ſhall have power to draw up thy Heart ? 


doſt: thou queſt ion and doubt of his love tothee ? 
and doth this damp. and d:ſcourage thy Aﬀſe- 


ions? whoſe Image is 1h1s which ts engraven 


$ #pcr thee? 1s it not the Image of Chriſt ? 


I 


" wboſe deckings and adornings haſt thou got 


j That writing 1s that upcn thy Heart ? 1s it 


not- Gods Law written by Chrifis Spirit ? 


f about thee ? what Beavty 15 this which ts put 
ſuper thee ? 15 1t not Chriſt s comlineſs ? where 
* kadſt thou thiſe Bracelets, 1hat Ring, thoſe 


Fewels, that Chain of G1 aces ? are thiy not 
Chriſt s love tckens mhich ke hath given thee ? 


aud yet wilt then doubt of his love £ if thou 


' feelef} carrupticn ſtrese, yer aft thou not 


Z per cerve ſome Grace, alrhongh it be weak ? 


| keſs. thaw. not ſome. love to Coriſt, although 
A I 4h 


4 , 
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it be low? are not thy deſires chiefly after 10 
him, which evidence that thy chief love 15 to 4h 
him ? and 1s it ſo with any but jauch whomyO 
Chriſt .dath love ? doth not Chriſt. love fir Fw 
and ,yet wilt thou queſtion his love ? Baniſhpg| 
then thy fears, lence thy doubts © my Soul of 
r0nze up thy ſelf, and climb up by the Facol's 
- tadder which 1s let down to thee from Heas| 1 
ven, and ſatle thy love upon Feſus Chriſt} x' 
and thoſe things which are above, where| 'C 
Chriſt fits at the Right hand of God. Snch} t 

C 

1 

{ 


retired Contemplations of Chriſt,ane Soli- I: 
 loquies,and pleadings with your own Souls |. 
- . when alone by your ſelves, will tend ex-} 

ceedingly to the promotion of your Tove: 
unto Chriſt, 


2. Would you have muncit love to Chrifl?'Þ} 
Be much in Rezding and Studying the Þ 
Scriptures. The Scriptures are « Glaſs in-F- 
which- Chriſt may be ſeen; he cannot te; Þ- 
ſeep Face to Face in this World: this is the. Þ- 
happineſs of the Trinmphant Church in. Þ 
Heaven, not of the Miiitant Church upor. F+ 
the Earth ;- what may here be diſcerned of. Þ 
Chriſt,it is in theglaſs ofthe Scriprurcs and. 
Goſpci-Ordinances : this is that glaſs ſpo- Þ 
| ken of, 2 Cor. 3. 18. We all with open face | 
+ Beholding as in aglaſs the Glory of the Lord, 
are ckanzed imo the ſame imaze from Glory. 
| te | 
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a/teq 10 Glory. Chriſt is the Glory of the Lord, 
zs to thebrightneſs of his Fathers Glory :. w ould 
ongyou have much love to him? be often look- 
"_ ing, viewing and beholdirg of kim in the 
glaſs of the Scriptures. By much beholding 
Fof him, you may be transformed more and 
05%] more into the likeneſs of his Holineſs, and 
©a-1,into the likeneſs of his Love, which is Glo. * 
ri] xy begun. The Scriptures have the Image of 
ere Chriſt engraven upon them; the Image of 
ch} the Father is upon the Son, 2nd the Image” 
[i= ]-of the Son is upon the Scriptu res;there you 
ls |-may ſee the Picture of Chriſt, the Beauty 
c-$.of Chriſt; at leaſt ſomelinezmenrs are there 
ef drawn by the hand oi God,although not ful- 
ly ard tothe life; i mean ſuch as you will ſee 
| in him when you come to behold him faceto 
?& face in Heaven; yet his Beauty is Urawn in 
2Þ ſuch propoi tions and with ſuch ſhadows as 
you arc now capabie ot beholding. Would 
| -you have much love unto Chriſt whom you 
, have never ſeen!look much upon his Picture 
and [mage in the Scriptures. The Scriptures: 
"are Chrilts Love-letters. In the ſecond and 
* third Chapters of the Revelations, Chriſt 
| - doth.ſcnd Seven Epiicles to the Seven Aſt- 
4 #2 Chutches. There are many Epiſtles and- 
- Lovezletters as it were in the Scriptures, 
_ eſpecially in the New Te{tament, wherein 
San doth giye.moit KInd. 2.991 flions of 
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moſt endeared Love unto his People. Rex Q1f 
much and ſtudy Ciritt's Love: letters, efpeJto 
clally thoſe parts of the £criptures whereidh 
Chriſtdothexpreſsm moitof hiskindneſs andÞ 
love. See how kindly Cirift doth expreſyf bo 
himſelf, 7ob. 14. v.1,2,3,13, 16, 17, 18}at 
F9, 20, 21, 22, 23. 27. Chap. 15. V. 9,13, Al 
4,15,16. "Chap. I6. V.7. 22,24,26,27,33.|W 

_ Chap. t7. v-9,10,11, 15, 20, 21, 22, 23,248 
Chap.20.v.17. Read oiten aud conlider ſuch yi 
places. Let the Word of Chrilt aweil richly Þ-þ 
in you, and this will feed and maintzin your Hl 

: -loveto Chriſt, this isa means to have Chriſt Þ-f 

- dwell in your hearts, not only by Fzith 006. <q 

-alſoby moſt endeared. Love.  Þn 


4 


. Would .you have much Eove to} 
Chriſt? ve much in Prayer unto God for { 
: this Love. Eph. 6. 23. Peace be unto the Þ 
>  Brethrea and love, with Faith from God the © 
| > Father, Not on)y Peace is from God, who- 
15 called tne God of Peace, and Faith irom 
God,who work: :r by his Almighty power; l £ 
but alſo Love is rom God,who i 1s the God--: [ 
- of Love; he circumciieth the heart-to love | 
þ > himſelf, and to Jove his Son. This love of | 
Chriſt is 3 Grace : f the Snirit, which God Þ 
doth freely give nid por jerfully. work, the 1 : 
- Beginnings of it, the Increaſe of it, all the 1 
\ Meaſures and Degrees of. it TR y 
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Reg Q1f you would attain hich meaſures of love 
-lpe$to Chriſt, you muſt app; your ſelves unto 
reliÞGod in Prayer, and therein diligently tcek 
aigto hina for it, If you would have much love 
relifro Chriſt in your hearts, you muſt be often 
18Fat.the Throne of Grace Pon your Knees; 
ard rhcre humbly acknow]! edge, if not the 
33.| went, yet the weakneſs of your love to 
24. Chriſt; bewatl your Sins which do damp 
ich] your Aﬀections, ard earneſtly requeſt that 
Up {be would work your hearts unto a ſtrong 
ur $love; be importunate in Prayer for this ; 
it I-follow God day by day with theſame re- 
of F-queſts, plead with him for it, fill your - 
4 mouths with Argvmerts. and fil your Ar- 
8 guments with Faithand ferventDclires. Tell 
-him, whatever lovelineſs and love there be 
Fin Chriſt, whatever attraCtives to draw: 
Eforth your love, yet of your ſelves you are 
utterly unable to put forth the leaſt motion 
'of true affeE.ion unto Chriſt. Tell him,that 
this love to Chriſt, though it be your Duty, ; 
ÞF yet it is his Gait, that you ought to aCt 1t, 
4 {but this you cannot do, unleſs he works 
Fit. Tell him how <-lily he can enkindle 
, this Fire of Love to Chriſt in your boſoms, 
{and blow it up ito a flame. Tel! him, he 
{hath bid you to ask ard you ſhall have, and 
4 whateyer you ask according to his will he 


þ beareth, ang that it is his will you. ſhould 
| . love 


wa TS." Oo 
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love Chriſt not only truly,but alſo ſtrong]? 
Iy. Tell him, you defire much love top ® 
Chrift,and that theſe defires do.come from 

- himſelf, .and therefore earneſtly deſire the * 
fulfilling of them. Teil him, if you do not 3 

love Chriit much, you ſhall be apt to over4F * 
love the Creature, which will be diſplea- < 
f1ng ro him, therefore requeſt that you may 

i 
| 


"Hy 


have ſuch a love to Chriſt as may over-J 
; Power all other love,and keep your hearts 
from all Inordinacy of affections to any: 
thing beneath and beſides the Lord Jeſus} 
Chriſt. Plead how much it will be for his 
| Glory, that you ſhould have much love” 
-- unto Chriſt, that hereby you ſhall be ena« 
> bled to honour him the more in the world. 
 Plead how muchit willbe for your good;F 
©. "tell him, if you asked Corn, and Wine, and&F: 
+ , "Oyl; if you asked Wealth and Honours;Þt 
and Creature-delights in abundance, they F* 
might be a ſhare'to you,and for your hurt;Þ* 
but'a ſtrong love to Chriſt is needful and}? 
uſeful, and be ſure will be for your good, þ 
urge his-Promiſe of Circumciſms the heart toÞ 
lovehim, and plead his Faithfalneſs; andifF' 
you be thus importunate in Prayer for much. 
love to-Chriſt, and will not be denyed, you 
ſhall not be denyed. - I 


% 


© *- 4. Wonldyonhave much Love to Chriſt, 
-get much Faith;Faith worketh Love both to Þ 
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one.|} the Father and to the Son, According to "EY 
e toſs meaſure of your Faith, ſowill the meaſure of 
rom $ your Lovebe.Such as are withour any Faith, 
the are without any Love; ſuch as have but a 
& feeble faith, have but a weak love; and ſuch 
F :5 havetheſtrongeſt faith, have theſtrong- 
' eſt love. The ſtrongeſt Faith eiveth the 
nayd cleareſt diſcovery of Chrilts infinite Excel- 
er-| lenciesand PerfeCtions. It is not the eye of. 
ts} Senſe which doth diſcern Chriſt, neither isit 
.ny4- the eye of Reaſon which doth diſcern him ; 
ſig] whatever diſcoveries we have of Chriſt, it 
y is by Revelation,and this is diſcernable on- 
-ly by Faith. Faith is the Evidence of things 
hi 4 not ſecn, and the unſeen Chriſt is evident ': 
14.4 by Faith to be the moſt excellent Perſon, - 
;f ,and the moſt ſuitable Obje& of love z ahd - ;} 
\. the more evident the Object of tove.is, the 
«f | ſtronger will the love be. Moreoyer, Faith 
| £15 not only the Eye of the Soul to diſcern 
*Chriſt, but alſo the Hand of the Soul, not 
b, only to take hold on him, but alſo to re-. 
% " ceive. from him of his Fulneſs Grace for 
-: Grace, and by conſequence more of this 
iff *.Grace of love to him. Our Commnnion 
NY + With Chriſtis by Faith ; the more is! imate 
uf Y Z acquaintance and fellov; {hip we have with 
- thoie whom we love. the more crveared 
| will beour love. The i "ongelt Faith brings 
o.þ;/98 unto the greateſt NERACY' and 
an 


” 2 Sy 


> 


4 
G WF 3 1 "4 
"y —* "1 PE” Rte 
\Þ F b - tas” 5" ITO 
Wed Io oe Red 


134 The True Chriſtzans Love Lo 
. and familiarity with Chriſt, and therefore]Ch 
it Is a means of the ſtronzeſt Love. Endea+Flov 
vour then-to Jet a ſtrong Faith, and tofjons 
live daily in the powerful exerciſe theresJſhei 
of. The more you live by Faith, the moreFCh 

- you will dwell in the love of Chrilt. | >» 
LE 

5- Would yon have much Love untoflar 
Chriſt ? labour for much of the $p777r-; la-Jout 
bour for much of the Light of the Spirit. [the 
There muſt be nar cnly the Glaſs of the Sui 
Scriptures, and ths Eye of Faith, but alſo the 
the Light of theSpirir, that you may bavea Jno 
Clear diſcervirg of this lovely Lord Jeſus; 
Labour for mach of the Operation of theth 
| Splrit. The Spirit is like wind to blow upF 
- the Sparks of Love in your hearts ivto ani 
: flame. Labour for the inhabitation of the 
Spirit, and'that the Promiſe may be made? 
good to you which Chriſt giveth to his Þhic 
"Diſciples, oh. 14. 16, 17. And I willpray Jai 
the Father, and he ſhall give you another Com- tc 
* forter, that he may abide with you for ever; m 
even the Spirit of Truth, whom the World Þ 
Eaznot receive, becauſe it ſeeth him not, net- Þ 6 
ther knoweth him; but ye know him, for he Þ 
awelleth with you, and ſhall be in you. / J 


6. Would you have much Love unto 
Chriſt? labour for clear Evidences of his 
| Love $.- 
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Love unto you. The apprehenſions of _ 
reIChriſt's Lovelineſs may excite to fome 
24love; but the full well grounded perſwaſi-' 
toflons of Chriſts love to you, will above all 
heighten your love to Chriſt. Doubts of 
reÞChriſt's love do cauſe fears, and tears do 
FontraCt the heart,and therefore are oppo- 
ſite to love, which is the expanſion and en- 

to Plargement of the heart.Pet fect love caſteth 
a-Jout fear, the more love the leſs fear, and 

it. Ithe more doubts and fears the leſs love. 

ie [Such as doubt much of Chriſtslove to them, 
ſo.Jthey may love Chriſt rruly, but they can- 
2Jn0t love: Chriſt ſtrongly. You will love 

: $a leſs iovely perſon that loves you, more 
Ithan 2 more lovely perſon that hates you ; 
Ithe love of the Perſon beloved is a moſt a- - 
miabic Qualification and ſtrong attraCtive,- 
yea one of the greateſt Incentives and 'In- 
Fducements unto love. Get then a perſwa- 

is | fon of the infinite love to you of this Infi- 
y.{nitely lovely perſon, that you may be able 
=J'to ſay with Paul, Gal. 2. 20. Who loved 

4 me, and gave himſelf for me. Look di- 
Tligently into the Word of God, and find 

J out the Characters there of thoſe that are 

EF Beloved by Chriſt ; and then look narrow- 
F1y into your ſelves, and ſee whether your - 
ÞF face will not anſwer that face in the Look- 

+ ing-glaſs of the Scriptures; ſee whether 
K.- you 
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. there not Life where there was Death ? Is Þ 


' unto Jeſus Chriſt, you may know it, and 
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you cannot find the lineaments of the New Þþb! 
Man within you, whether you have not'Þ* 
experienced a gracious change ; Is thereÞ 
not Light where. there was Darkneſs ? IsÞ) 


there not Love- where there was Hatred ?wt 
Is there not the Law of God written, where Þo' 
the Law of Sin did command all ?'Is not the 
Biafs of your. Wills and Hearts God-ward, 

and Chriſt-ward,and Heaven-ward; which |" 
heretofore was only Sin-ward; and Earth- 
ward, and Hell-ward ? Pray earneſtly unto 
God, that he would give you a full afſu-J' 
rance, that if you are indeed effetually 
called, if you are indeed united and related. 


no longer doubt thereof. In a word, ſeek- 
diligently after the Manifeſtation ofChriſts- 
Eove in all the wayes of his Ordinances ;F 
reſt not in the oat-fide of Ordinances, but'F 
ſeek” after Chriſt in Ordinances, follow 
him from Sabbath to Sabbath, from Ordi- | 
nance to Ordinance, and alwayes. be look- a 
ing for him, and looking towards him, Þ 
till he turh about and look upon yon, and F* 
give you a gracious ſmile. Seek and wait Þ i: 
for that Manifeſtation of himſelf which he. $3] 
hath promiſed to them that love him, 7ov. F 
14.21. Wait for his Miſſion of the Holy. } 6 
_* Ghoſt from Heaven, 1 Per. 1. 12. to ſhed Þq 
abroad }.. 
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-v broad the ſenſe of his Love into your ' 
ot/ſhcarts, Row. 5.5. andif you did know afſu- 
reedly and had alſenie thereof givennnto you 
[s Þy the Spirit of Chriſt, O the Joyes which 
[ Jthen you would have in him! O the love 
| 2Awhich then you would have to him! As your 
Foyes would be unſpeakable, ſo your Love 
would be unſpeakable too; ſuch a warmth 
of heart and burning of love to Chriſt you 
would feel within you, as 1s beyond the 

}. [Khetorick of the Tongue to-et forth. 


1-1 7. Would you have muchlove to Chriſt? 
get much hatred of Sin, and accordingly 
Inatch and pray, and ſtrive and fight a- 
Jeainſt Sin, as the worſt of Evils, as that 
which doth ſo much diſpleaſe your Lord. 
BBewail fins of daily incuriion, and labour 
Fthat your fins of Infirmity may be leſs 
Fevery day than other ; Take heed of ſins 
of ſudden ſurprize,: but chiefly of deſfign- 
- fed fins, and that you comply not with. 
- Fany temptations unto groſſer miſcarria- 
, [fes, which like water caſt upon the Fire - 
4 Fof-your love to Chriſt, will put out the 
t }flame, and leave only a tew unperceivable 
e parks in the corner of your hearts. Suffer 
7 

! 

| 


. Faot Sin to: have any room in your hearts ; 
F or if it: will abide and you cannot thruſt it 
 Fquite out, let it not have aquiet habitation 

"BY | _ within” 
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within you; diſtarb finas much as you can; 
wage war every day with your remaining 
Lults;let noday paſsaver your heads with- 
out giving ſome blows, ſome thruſts and 
wounds to Sin, Streighten the room of Sit 
in your hearts as much as may be ; the 
more room Sin hath in your hearts, the leſs} 
room Chriſt will have there. Particular- 
1y, take heed of inordinate love to the 
world, and' the things in the world, the 


prevalency of. which love will damp your. 


| love toChriſt; by how much more the 
world gets of- your love, by ſo mach the 


leſs Chriſt will have of it. A ſubordinate 
love you may have to Perſons and Things 
in the world, but let no perſon or thing | 


have your chief love but only Chriſt ; love 


nothing for it {elf with an abſtratted love, | 


ma 
ma 
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but love all inferiour things with inferiourFlv: 


love; loveallunder the Lord, and in the 
Lord,and for the Lord' s ſake; get all inor- 


_ Cinate affettions to the world crucified by 


the Croſs of Chriſt. You muſt have dying } | 
affections to periſhing things, if you would; ] 
have a living and aQtive love to the ever= | 


living Jelus. 


8. Would you have much love unto. 


Chriſt ? affociate your ſelves moſt with F- 
thoſe that havemoſt loye unto Chriit ; you | 
£14 5 _mayy Y 
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n;[may. fetch light from their light, and you 
NgImay fetch warmth from their fire. Dead 
h{fcoals are enkindled by theliving, and your 
adJdead hearts may be enkindled with love to 
iffChriſt by the warm diſcourſe of thoſe that 
hefhave warm hearts. Be ready to ſpeak of 
SIChriſt and for Chriſt in any company as you 
have fir opportunity, and diligently watch 
for an Occaſion. Shut your ears againſt and 
reprove profane and filthy Communication 
{divert that which 1s: vain and frothy, and 
be ready to begin and promote that which 
is ſerious and ſavoury, that which is graci- 
Jous and may tend to your own and others 
| Edification, Study the Art, and prattice it, 
of provoking all whom you converie with- 
all, nocunto Strife and Contention, but un- 
, to thislove and Aﬀection unto the Lord Je- 
Fins Chriit;and whileſt you are endeavouring 
Fto warm others with this Love, you may 
- | be warmed your elves. 


{4 9. And laſtly, Would you have much 
; | Love unto Chriſt ? be much in the exerciſe 
= } of this love. Hereby ir is exerciſed and 
| heightned : Ute legs and have legs; and if 
you act this love frequently, it will hereby 
1] get ſtrength and activity ; every day en- 
1 {-deavaur to put forth ſome vigorous aCts of 
| {love unto Jefas Chriſt. In-your. ordinary 
f y LE . © SP Callings. 


Y 


F- conſolations which he doth give to none but | - 


1 On 
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Callings and ſecular Buſineſs and Employ- 
ment, you may{end up{ome looks of Love 
- . unto Jeſus Chriſt in your Ejaculations. But Þ 
* eſpecially in the Duties of Gods immediate} 

- Worſhip, labour that: your love may flowF- 
aut unto Chriſt moſt. vigorouſly. In yourÞ 
daily ſecret Devotion and Family-Wor:- } 
ſhip, let love ro Chriſt draw forth tears 
from your eyes, at leaſt cauſe grief and for. 
row in yourhearts, inthe acknowledgment 
- of your ſins, whereby he hath been diſho- 

-noured and difpleaſed. - Let love to Chriſt | 
draw forth earneſt deſires afrer Chriſt, and 
thoſe communications, manifeſtations, and 


fuch asare his. Let love to Chriſt put re Þ 
queſts into your months, arguments into 
your requeſts, and fervour into your argu 
ments in your pleadings with him at the? 3 
' Throne of Grace for further ſupplies of his 
Grace, and that you may be brought intoJF 
> mare intimacy of acquaintance with him.Þ-. 

Every day yoa ſhould expreſs your love to þ 
Chr 6, eſpecially on the Lords day, when}: 
almoſt the whole day is to be ſpent in pab-J* 
kck and private Exerciſes of Religious Wor-F 
ſhip; in all, your love to Chriſt ſhould be inf 
- Exerciſe, In your attendanges- upon htm iÞy 
Ordinances you mult bring not only. youtÞ 


Bodies before him, but preſent your Hearts 
bs ung 
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unto -him-; this you ſhould be careful to 
{ do in publick Prayer and Hearing of the 
ut}; Word, Preaching and Singing Plalms ; of- 
neF ten ſhould you endeavour in every Ordi- 
FJ: nance to lift up your hearts unto the Lord ; 
ur but above all when you approach the Lords ' 
r- F Table, all your Graces ſhould there and ' 
ars | then be in exerciſe, eſpecially this Grace 
r-f of love to Jeſus Chriſt : your Eye there 
nt | ſhould affect your Heart, when you ſee 
0» | the repreſentations of your crucified Lord, 
iſt | and think what manner of Love he did bear 
nd | to you, that he ſhould ſubmit himſelf unto 
nd ſuch a Death for you, how ſhould this af- 
ut | fect your hearts! And if ever, then your 

" Loveto Chriſt ſhould ſhew it felf, and act 
F withthe greateſt vigour and ſtrength. 


_— 
_—_ — 
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- SECTION $%VI. 


TJ Aving given DireCtions how to attain 
1 love to Chriſt in the truth and in the # 
enF- ſtrength of ir, I comenow ro the laſt ſort of 
b-J* Directions wherein you ſhould ſhew your 
DI-Þ love to Jefus Chriſt. 
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inſt More generally ſhew your Loveto Chriſt 
pr” -m your Obedience unto Chriſt, Fok. 14. 


ref '15. IJf ye love me, keep my Commandments. ©. 
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_ . Be faithful .in performance of all known 
be careful in the forbearance of all known 
pleaſed, and your great fear be of offend- 
ing Chriſt, whoever be offended with your 
- fricineſs. Shew your love, 1.:In the 
Willingneſs of your Obedience. 3: In the 
— Conſtancy of your Obedience. 


x. 'Shew your love to Chriſt, in the Si-- 


nal Deſigns ; but let love to Chriſt be the 


vour that whatyou do may find acceptation 
with him ; 2 Cor.5.9. Wherefore we labour, 

that whether preſent or abſent we may be. ac- 
cepted of him. 


mo 


Sincerity of your Obedience, 2. In the 


- -Cerityof your Obedience. Hypocrites will. 
-  'dolome things which Chriſt commandeth ; |. 
but it is from carnal Motives and with car- | 


; | : i 
2. Shew yourlove to Chriſt in the VWil- | 
-  lingneſs of your Obedience.Some will obey ] 


Duties: which Chriſt doth! command, and | 


fins which Chriſt doth forbid. Let your great }- 
care be to pleaſe Chriſt, whoever is diſ- I 


.Univerſality of your Obedience. 4. In the 


« Motive, and-the Honoar of Chriſt the End F 
of your Obedience. Obey Chriſt becauſe I 
you love him, and with a deſign to pleale 

| him. What you do, do heartily unto the ] 
Lord, andabove all things deſire and endea- ] 
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Chriſt, but it is with great Backwardnets ; 


they will perform Duties, but they are 


- burdenſome, a wearineſs, and toilſome, 
| and the Commandments of Chriſt are grie- 

"vous unto them ; they are ſcarce ready un- 
{| to any Duty, but when they are {courg'd 


unto it by the Rods of Affliction, or {purr'd 
and pricktforward by the goads of Confci- 
ence. O the liſtleſneſs and indiſpoſition in 


the moſt, unto the moſt ſpiritual part of 
' the Service of Chriſt ! which is an evident 


proof of the defect of love, either in the 
truth of it, or at leaſt in the mealure and 
degree of tt, Ler your love ſhew it {elf in: 


'the” willingneſs of your Obedience : 1erve' 


the Lord with a willing 'and ready mind, . 


* © with alacrity and chearfulneſsof ipirit, look- 
F ing upon the Service of Chriſt as your Ho- 
$ nour, and eſteeming every Duty to be your 


' 4 Priviledge. If you have any conſtraints un- 


' to Obedience, let them be the conſtraintsof 
" | love; as 2 Cor.5. 14. If you be forced to. 
"| obey Chriſt, let there be no violence but 
the violence of love; if you be dragg'd to: 


Duty, let it be with no other cords than the® 
cords of love ; let love be the Spur and 


Goad to prick you forward, that you may 
4 not only walk but run in the ways of 


Chriſts commandments with an enlarged 


G 3 3, Shew 
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' 3. Shew your love to Chriſt in the Un:- 
verſalsty of your Obedience. Hypocrites 
will perform ſome Duties which are for their } 
turn, and will ſerve their carnal deſigns; 
- other duties they omit and totally neglect ; | 
| Tet your love to. Chriſt diſcover it telf in 
your reſpect to all his Commandments, 
Though you cannot hereattain Perfection. of 
 Obedtence, yet let your Obedience be uni- 
verſal: obey Chriſt not only in open Du- 
ries, - which men are witnefſes of, butalio 
mlecret Duties, and ſpiritual Duties, which 
depend upon the exerciſe of the Mind ; fuch 
. as Mediration, Contzmplation, Self-learch;, | 
- and Elaculation, as allo in the ſpiritual part J: 
- cofali Duries, which no Eye can be witneſs |: 
unto but the Eye of God; and hereby you Þ. 
F may bediſtinguifhed from alFHypocrites in*Þ \ 
| the World. _ - 
( 
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> 4. Shew your love to Chriſt in the Cox- J 
 ftancy of your Obedience, Gal. 5. 7.Te-Þ 
did run well, who did hmadcr you, that ye | 
* (ould not obey the truth ? Some Hypocrites | © 
are zealons Profeſſors for a. while, and at Þ 
firſt ſerting our ſeem to out-ſtrip many that -Þ 
are fincere; but they ſoon tire,and are weary Þ- 
\ - Not only #57 well doing but of t; they quick- F- 
 Iy ſtumble and fall, and notonly fall down, F' 
' hut fall off; not only fall back, bur fall Þ- 

WEE | away, | 
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away, and turn fearful Apoſtates. Shew. 
your love to Chriſt not only in fetting our 
2 | well, but in continuing your Chriſtian courte 
S; | well unto the end of the courſe of your 
t ; F Lives. Begin well, and patiently-continae 
m Fin well doing : Perſevere in your Obedi- 
S, Fence; Be net weary in well doing, knowing 
of | that ;n due rime ye {ball reap if ye faint not, 
1l- ] Gal.6.9. And if you be faithful unto death, 
1- | Chriſkkath promiled to give you the Crown 
of Life, Rev. 2.10. 2 


- More particularly, ſhew your love to 
» | Chriſt, 1. In your learning, keeping, al- 
T[:ferting and maintaining of Chriſt's truths. - 
S | 2. In your publick ſpiticedneſs and zeal for 
: 


3: -1 +10 1 


1 © Uniiits nonour an wicfeit,' 3; In your vi- 
2F gorous reſiſtance and oppoſition of Chriſts- 
F Enemies. 4. In your Following of Chriſt's 
JF example. 5. In your readinels. to take up 
| and patiently to bear Chriſts cro!s. 6, In. 
*þ your deſires, afrer Chriſts preſence here, a. 
{ longing for Chriſts ſecond appearance at 
©. thelaſt day. | 


RF ol 


+ 1. :Shew your love to Chrift in your 
+ learning, keeping, aflerting and maintain- 
4 ing Chriſts Truths. 1. Learn Chriſt's 
+ Truths, . acquaint your {elves by diltgent -. * 
|- reading of the Scriptares, and other books 

+ I G 4. that - 
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that may be a help hereunto, with all fun. 


damental truths of the Chriſtian Religion 


In the firft place, and ſo go-on and proceed} 
Further to learn thoſe truths which are ſoper-} 
ſtruCtory ; and whatever truths you find a} 
Foundation for in the Scriptures which are} 
the word of Truth, receive them, no: on-' 


ly in thelight of them, bur alſo in- the love 
of them. If. the branches of truths be in 
your heads, and the leaves of them in your 
profeſſion, and the fruit of them- in your 
aCtions, let the root of them- be 'in your 


Hearts. '2, Having learned the truths of |. 


Chriſt as they are in Jeſus, let them not 


- hang looſe in your underſtandings, but gets] 
'' them faſtned- and fixed, and cloſe girt a-» 
= bout the loins of your minds; hold the 
*  rruths of Chriſt-faſt, prize them above all } 
jewels,don'tpart with them upon any terms;. | 
let all go,eſtate,liberty and life it {elf,rather--F 
than any of this rich treaſure which Chriſt Þ 
+ hath-entruſted you-withal. 3. Aﬀerr the 'Þ 
'.. xruths of Chriſt; benot aſhamed or afraid to- Þ 
- own any truths of Chriſt in the moſt adulte- F 


rous and gainſaying generation: profeſs your 


belief.of Chriſt and of the truths of Chriſt, F 


endeavour that the light of theſe truths may 


ſhine abroad:: and caſt forth ſuch bright - E 
beams in the dark world where you live, - 


that others may be brought hereby unto the 
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- contend for the Doctrine of Faith once delt- 


< and gencral love. Love uot only Relations, . * 
F ferent Pertwaſions and intereſts, becauſe of - 
2Þ Friends that love you, but alſo your Ene- 


þ miexs that hate you, becaule of the command 
+ of Chriſt. Let your deſires be publick de- - 


|. things of Jeſus Chriſt. Ler your griefs be: 
E pabuick gitels.; grieve not culy "for your | 
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the knowledge_of the Truth. 4. Endea- 
'vourto maintain Chriſts truchs. Earneſtly. 


veredto the'Saints ; endeavour to convince 
- gSainlayers, and to defend Chriſts truths 

' againſithole corrupt and erroneous opinions 
and Doctrines, .which like leaven 1s _ 
aptto ipread aud infect the minds of men, 


2. Shew your loveto Chriſtin your pub-- 
lick ſpiritedneſs, and zeal for Chriſts ho- - 
- Nour and intereſt, Ler your affections be pub-. 
lick; not private, narrow, contracted and. 
- centring it fel; ler your love be a publick - 


but love all Chriſts Diſciples though of dif- 


the Image of Chriit; and love not only your.” 


"fires; deſire the welfare of the univerſal : 
| Church, and of all Gods people throughour-: 
- the World, and accordingly Pray for their : 
' Peace and Prof] perity, and endeavour” as:> \ 
- you have opportunity to promote the.pub-- 
"lick good more than your own private ad-: 
vantage; feet not your own things,but the - 
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own fins, but alſo for the fins of others, j 
whereby Chriſt is diſhonoured in the world.. Þ 
Grieve not only for your own afflictions, but. 
alſo for the afflictions. of Foſeph, Heb, 13. F 


3. Remember them that are in bonds,as bound F 


with them, and them which ſuffer adverſity, 
as being your ſelves alſo in the body, You are- 
inthe ſame myſtical body with all Chrift's 


® afflicted members, and when ſome mem- 
- hers ſuffer, che reſt ſhould ſuffer too, by 


way of ſympathy ; Bleeding in their. 


- wounds, and grieving in their forrows.; be: 


ready alſo to relieve any, eſpecially Chritts 


j 


Diiciples when they are in diſtreſs and want, | 

according to your capacity and as you have |} 
apportunity. Employ all your Talents for- Þ 
your Maſters plory, and endeavour topro- | 
mote the intereſt ofthe Lord Jeſus unto the- 
utmoſt of your abilities. 1, In reference. | 
to thoſe whicttare without. If you are cal- F 
led your-ſelves, labour. to call others unto:'Þ 
Chriit, as Andrew called Peter, Philip cal-' Þ 
led -/Vathariel unto the Meſſias, Foke 1.40, Þ- 
4.1,44,445- if you have found the. Mefſias, Þ 
-- or rather have been found of him, let your: Þ 
- love to Chriſt, and Jove' to Souls prompt... Þ - 
you to endeavour the Converſion. of others Þ 
|- rhatare your Relations, your Friends and Ac- + 
quaintavces. Put your unconverted Friends: F- 
| iamindof thejr milerable Eſtates whilſt ug. Þ- 
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der the guilt and reigning power of fin, 
'$ whilſt ſlaves to the Devil and their own. 
'F luſts 3 mind them of Death and the fearful - 
'F conſequences thereof to all unpardoned fin- 
14 { Pers. . Tellthem of Chrift,that he is theonly 
' Saviour and Redeemer of Mankind : how-. 


P>] able and willing he is to fave them, if they 
e- | . 
+ | ſeek after him and apply themſelves unco 
& . | 
\. | him. Telithem thatnot long ſince you were 
| intheſamecſtate with themteives, living in. 
; the practice of the ſame ſins and going on in- 
a. | the lame way to deſtruction ; and that che 
- | Lord harh ſhewed mercy unto you in your: 
| Converſion, and bringing you into a ſtate of - 
> | Salvation, Tell them that there is mercy allo - : 


for them if they look afcer-it, that Gods +. 
Grace is: moſt free, his mercy moſt plenti= * 
fal, that Chriſt is moſt Gracious and caſteth - * 
out none that come'unto him, Tell them of : * 
the amiableneſs of Chriſts Perſon, of the - 

# ſurpaſſing love which he hath ſhewn to fal--- 
F len mankind in his dying for them; and- 
'F that thoogh he were dead, yet heis alive- ; 
+ and lives for evermore to ititercede for ail: 
# - them that make choice of him, and make -:. 
F. uleof him for their Advocate. Therefore : 
F - perſwade them-that they would break off: 
# their fins by Repeniance, which otherwite-* 
$ . will be the ruine both: of their bodies and of 3 
F their Souls in Heli, and wickow. delay that - 
" | DX; they. 
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they would come unto Chriſt and accept of] 
' him upon Goſpel terms. If any of you] 
cannot- manage theſe arguments well your 
ſelves, perſwade them, if you can, to hear} 
ſuch Miniſters and Sermons, as through | 
Gods bleſſing have been effectual for your 'Þ vj 


Converſion ; and thus you may be inſtru- 
mental to augment the Kingaom of Chriſt, 


' which is one of the beſt wayes ofexpreſling ]- 
yourlove unto Chrift. 2. In reference to. 


them which are within ; labour to promote 


the intereſt of Chriſt amongſt them thac are. 


truly Gracious, by vigorous endeavours to 
-ſtrengthen and eſtabliſh them, to quicken 


and encouragethem in the ways of the Lord: - 


"Communicate the experiences which. you 
have had, asyouſee there isreaineed ; and 


itmay tend not ſo much-to your praiſe as. 
your Maſters honour. Labourin vour pla- - 
ces to be both burning and ſhining lights 3. F 


be forward to every good word and work. 


Look upon your ſelves as-the devoted Ser- 


-vants of Chriſt, and*that you are not your 


own, and therefore lay our your {elves to 
theurmoſt for him, and give all diligence to - 


. glcrife him- with-your bodies and {pirits, 
With your Eſtates and intereſts, with your 


 Sai's and falents, all which are his, and 


aw 


ought to be at his devocton.. 
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F.of Chriſt which you are by your Baptiſm 
{4 engaged to fight againſt, namely the De- - 
Þ vil, the Fleſh, .and the World, . which war : 
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. 3: Shew your love to Chriſtin your vigo» 
. rous reſiſtance and oppoſition of Chriſt's E- 
Enemies. There are. three grand Enemies 


- both againſt Chriſt, and.againit your Souls. 
This Trinity of Adverſaries agree in one, 
-and combine together againſt his anointed, 
| doing their utmoſt endeavour to break his 
| bands, to untye his cords, and to unhinge 
his Government ; they would pluck the 
Crown off of Chriits head could they reach 
it, and the Scepter out of his hand ; they 
| would diveſt Chriſt if they could of all his 
"power here on Earth, and confine him to 
his territories in Heaven ; bur all their at- 
ten rts in this kind have been and will be in 
vain 3 Chriſt hath tryed the ſtrength of theſe 


ÞF Enemics, and hath vanquiſhed them ; bur 


Ri! {5:5 life and power 15 ef with them to 
War ©54init the. holy ieed. You are Chriifts 
| Soul%diers, lifted nnder his. banner ; ſhew 
your fidelity and your love to your Caprain 
þ ans Ceneral, 1n manfully maintaining the 


F ſpiricuzl combat againſr his end your ſpiritu- 


al En-rates 3 fight the gocd fight of Faith, 
.Teſiic unto blood, don't yicid vrvon any ac- 
"covnt; diidainiuily turn away tne Eye and | 
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allure you, and ſtoutly make reſolute oppo-$, 
fition againſt them, when they do moſt ſuf 
riouſly aſſault you ; hearken to no fuggeRii-Þ, 

- ons of the Devil, remptations of the world}; 
or motions of the Fleſh which would induceÞ 
and draw you into. ways-of fin, or which 
would force and drive you out of the ways 
of Chriſt; Reſiſt and oppoſe, and fabour ro | 
]ain ſome victories over thele adverſaries 
every day ; eſpecially get conqueſt over the 
Fleſh, and the other two will be foon van.” 
quiſhed : - Chriſt: ſhewed his love to you in 

- fſubmirring himſelf to be crucified for you); 

- do you ſhew your love to Chriſt in crucify- 
iog your Fleſh with its affetions and luſts: 
for his ſake, in your felf- denial and morti: 
fying the deeds of the body. When you de- 
ny your carnal Reaſon, your carnal Wif- 
dom, your carnal Will, your carnal Aﬀe- F 

tions, your carnal [ntereft, al] inordinacies-* 

of yourſenfual appetite fortheſake of Chriſt; Þ- 
when you-crufh pride, envy, revenge, ma- | 
lice, inordinate anger, inordinate love, in- 

. ordinate defire, inordinate grief, luſtfulneſs:Þ. 
and all evil concupitcence for the take and'Þ 
becauſe ofthe command of Chriſt, all theſe Þ 

are aCts and evidences of love to Chriſt, and: F- 
hereta you ſhould exercife your ſelves daily. F 
4. Shew your loye to. Chuilt in your fol-. | 
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Foy owing of his example: diſcover your affe- 


- 


*Fdion unto him in your imitation of him, in 


1 


*Fwriting after his copy, in treading in his- - 
Fſeps, in walking as Chriſt himſelf walked, 
Fwhen he. was here upon the Earth. Shew- 
| your love to Chriſt by. labouring aſter like- 
1JS | neſs unto.Chriſt, that you-may be like him- 
T9 Þ both in your inward diſpofition, and in your: 
1eSf outward converſation. Chriſt was lowly,be 
he. you humble and mean in your own efeem :. 
n- 1 Chrilt was meek, be you gentle, eaſfie to be- 
| intreated, and not eafily provoked.. Chritt. 
loved God, let God be the object of your. 


}: Þ love. Chriſt hated fin, ler fin alio be the 
is'f object of your hatred. Chriſt contemned- 
ws: the world, do you get crucifyed affeQions. 


| unto ic. Chriſt was compaſſionate to thoſe 

' that were in diſtrets, do you labour for the- 
F like bowels. Chriſt uſed co Workhip pub. 

F lickly ia the Synagogues, to pray with his-, 
3 ] Diſciples, and to ſpend time-allo in lecrer. 
| prayer, do yougive your attendance inthe. 
-- | publick affemblies of Gods people, wor-- 
5'f ſhip God in your Families, and. be often- 
i] upon-your knees at the Throne of Grace 


-» >, 
= 


'F in ſecret. Chriſt's mind was a heavenly. - 
LF: mind, letthe ſame mind be in you as was - 
FF in Chriſt, Chriſt's: will was ſubmiſhive to- 
- bis Fathers will, let the fame will bein you. 
4 | SS2WAS il Chritt., Chriſt's words were Gra- - : 


- 
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cious 'and edifying, let your ſpeech be al- 
wayes with Grace, fſavoury,and which may 


be for edification. Chriſts life was an @- 
Etive life, he was alwayes doing good, and} 
| he-was exactly holy in all his actions, bef ; 
you aCtive and diligent inthe lervice of God, | 
in doing good to others, and be holy as]. 


.Chriſt was holy in all manner of converſati- 
on. Thus ſhould you ſhew your loveto Chriſt 
in following Chrilts example, and 'in imi- 
tating of him in every thing wherein you 
are capable of ſuch imitation. 


5. Shew your love to Chriſt in your rea- 


dineſs to tak= up and patiently bear Chriſts | 
crols. I don't fay you ſhould deſire ſuffer- Þ, 
ings for Chrilt; but ſureI am, that ſtroog Þþ 
love to Chriſt will not permit you to decline Þ 


| them; dont go out of Gods way for them, 


neither go out of Gods way from them. If | 


you meer with the crols in the way of duty, 


don't either turn back, or ſtart aſide, but. ]. 
chearfully take it up ; and. whien you have Þ|- 

ot it up, patiently bear it, and don't throw | 
ir off, ti!] God take it off, When ic is your du- : 
ty to iuficr for Chriſt, look upon it allo to - 


' be your priviledge, and be glad of the op-- 
portunity, rejoycing that . you have any 


thing to part wichal for the ſake of Cliriſt, 
if.ic, be good Name,or good Eſtate, or good-'Þ. 
= : FLIcads, ob 
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Friends, if it be liberty and life it ſelf; fuch 


al. expreflions of love are very honourable and 


Nayt very pleating to. your Lord and Maſter. 


and} 6. And laſtly, Shew- your love to Chriſt 
be in your defires after Chriſt's preſence here, 
od, | and in your longing for his ſecond appear- 
as f-ance at the laſt day. 1.. Deſire Chrilts 


Gracious preſence here, and the manifeſta- 


1ſt J tions thereof, that according to his promi- 


tes he would come unto you, that he would 
draw near, .and that you might fee that he 
is near, Deſire that you might have clearer 
diſcoveries of Chriſt, and more intimate 
communion and fellowſhip with Chriſt. As. - 
| bove all company and fellowſhip, defire the } 
, companv. fellowſhip and acquaintance with --= 
> Chriſt, that you might walk with him and 
"converſe with him, and that there mighr be 


| adaily intercourſe between Chriſt and your. 
] fouls, and that all diftances between you, 


| and ſtrangeneſs might be removed. Let your: 


- | loveexpreſsit felf in defires afrerChriſtwhen 
F he is abſent, and in delights when he is pre. 
4 fent; rejoyce in the Lord exceedingly when 
'| hedoth manifeſt himſelf unto you gracioul.. - 
| ly ; admire his beauty and delight in his 


- ſmiles; admire his love and delight in the 


| perſwaſions of his favour ; let the aCtings of 
| Your love, and the workings of it, be ſuch 


O- 


ns 1 
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to your beloved daily. 2. Defire alſo and by. 


Tong for the ſecond appearance of Chrilt atÞ# 
the laſt day 5 when he faith, Surely 1 come i 
guickly, do you fay, Amen, Even fo comeY 
Lord Feſus. Look upon time as ſlow of Þ#% 
heel and wing, that it runs no faſter, thatÞ*# 
ic flies no fwifrer ; look to the End of Time, } 
and long for ir, becauſe then with thele 


Eyes you fhall tee him whom your Soul 4o- 
veth; becaufe then you ſhall ſee Chriſt come 
down from the Throne of God with ſuch 
brightneſs of Majeſty, and brightneſs of 
Beauty, as wiil tranſport you with Wonder 
and Joy. Say, When Lerd Jeſus wilr thou 
rake to thy ſelf thy great Power, and cloath 
thy ſelf with thy Authority, and come aown 


\ f f AT b-] ey PP am «1 - $1 97 of 
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everlaſting gates of Heaven which h ave been} , 
(hut ſo long ? When wilt thou dejcend from 
Heaven with a ſhout, with the ſound of the 1 
reat Trumpet, and ſend thine Angels to ga-. 
ther all thine Eleft from the four Winas, that | 
all who love thee may meet in one Soctety ?- 


when ſhall we put on our Garments of Inimor- 
reality, and be cauzht np in the clouds to meet 


thee in the day of thy Triumph ? When ſhall 1 


the day of our Coronation. come, and of our 


eamiſſion into the Glorious Manfions which: 
thou baſt prepared for us im the Glorious Pal-- 
lace which is above ? When wilt thon ſhew us- 
thy ] 


—_— 
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andy ſelf, and give us to behold thee face to 

{t arface ? When wilt thou ſhew us the Father, 

12nd give us to behold him immediately withont 

21s Glaſs? When wilt thouſhew us thy Glory which 

» of hou hadſ# with the Father before the World 
hathyas, 4nd give us not only to ſce it, but alſo 
ne, Þ ſpare in it ? When wilt thou open the Trea- 
efe [lures of thy Love, and receive us into the 
lo: Jrrareft,, cloſeſt, and ſweeteſt emoracements 
ne Irhercof,, and give us to drink of thoſe Rivers 
ch [of Pleaſures whith are with thee ? O haſten, 
of [ Lord, haſten thy glorious appearance, that 
thou n:ayft be glorified before the whole [World, 
and we be glorified withthie ; that we may be 
þ [thin taken to live with thee, and rouen with 
n thee; and be made perfeftly hatpy in the full 


N_» . #4 
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” ; * Ys , 
| Thus have done with theſe DireQions, 
a ibe laſt thing in this Ute of Exnortation. 
»- | And what do you now ſay after ail Mo- 


J tives to excite and periwade you to the 
{| Eove of Chriſt, and DireCtions therein ?- 
Shall all be ia vain ? 

What do you fay, Sinners ? ſhall Chriſt 
have your hearts or no ? will you harbour 
| baſe Tufts in your Hearts, that will damn. 
you, and keep out the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
who alone can fave you ? ſhall I gain no 
hearts for Chriſt by all my Sermons which 
I have preached concerning the Love of 

Chriſt 2- 


—_—. "Y 


_ ' moſt dearly+ love, do ſo well deferve yout 


-.. hearts, ifAll-inferiour- things whileſt they 
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Chriſt ? 'My Lord and Maſter hath ſent me 
to woe you, to win your hearts for him 
may 1 ſpeed or no? ſhall my meſſage be” 
accepted, and Jeſus Chriſt the moſt lovelyf DH 
perſon find entertainment with you ? Ifany - 

perion or thing in the world which you ds C- 


. 
. 


yt 
whe 


F 


Th 


ye1 


love, lock your ears ſtill againſt all my 
words, and let them periſh like an empty 
ſound in the Air ; lock your hearts again{t|** 
Chriſt, who ſtands knocking at the door, 
and give an abſolute and peremptory refa- 
fal to give him any room there; But if in 
the whole world you-cannot find out a ſuit- 1 
able Beloved befrdes Chriſt, if there be no- F 
thing here below but is unworthy of your 


have your chief Love do debalſe and defile d| 
you,and unleſsyourhearts betaken off from |t 
them, will certainly ruine and deſtroy you | * 


everlaſtingly ; O then be perſwaded with- | 
out any further delay to open the everlaſt- |. 
ingdoors of your hearts, to let Chriſt into }- 
them, and ſer Chriſt up in the higheſt ſeat | 
of your affetions; O be pertwaded to 
give Chriſt your chief Love, to give him 
your Heart, and your whole heart ; with 
grief and hatred let go your hold of fin, and 
embrace the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in the Arms 
of your deareſt Love, And. then. I ug 
ay- 
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who: y to you, as our - Saviour did to Zacheus 
. þJyhen he gave him. entertainment in his 
reli houſe, This day ts Salvation come unto you. 
any D happy day unto you ! O happy you thar 
| daſfEver you were born, if this day Chriſt 
ſhould be heartily entertained by you ! 
my[1his then would be the day of your Con- 
ty verſion,in which the Angels would rejoyce 
n{;j8ad though Grief and Trouble might invade 
or. [you for a while becauſe of your fin, yet 
fa, [this would make way for your Spiritual Joy. 
Weeping might endure for a Night, but 
ir. Joy would come in the Morning. But O 
the Joy which you will then have in the day 
of your Cotonation, when all tears ſhall be 
wiped away from your Eyes, and when 
you ſhall have admiſſion into the glorious 
-preſence of the Lord, where there is full- 
'neſs of Joy and Pleaſures for evermore. 


” And what do you fay, Believers ? you 
that have ſome Love to Chriſt, ſhall this 
Doctrine, and theſe Sermons which I have 
preached, be a means to raite and height- 
en your Love? your Love hath been too 
much mixed ; will you Love Chriſt more 
. purely ? your love hath been very weak ; 
| will you love Chriſt more ſtrongly ? Your 
Love to Chriſt hath been but a ipark-; ſhall . 
it now break forth into a flame ? after _ 

+ OW 


> dying hour. Death rageth and playeth the Þ 
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blowings, ſhallthere be no burnings ? Wheſſ!t 
you think of Chriſts Perſon, fo amiable, hiſp"' 
Love ſo incomparable, his Benefits ſo ineſtÞ0! 
mable, ſhall not this fire yonr hearts ? ani" 
will you not now love him more dearly anÞ0 
ardently than ever ? will you be perſwadeſ#h 
ro get off your hearts from Earth and earth}%7 
ly things, and get up your hearts to youf iN 

-Lord which is in Heaven, and to ſettle you" 
Love there upon him, io as never to with! 
drawit from himany more ? Will you love| 
the Lord Jeſus much, whom you can ne Y 
'- verlovetoo much ? will you now dwell inj/Þ 
” - the Loveof Chriſt, and be more frequent} 
-- and fervent in the aQtings of it ? Then, Of C 
what comfort would you find in your Love! 
and what {weetnels in the T=nſl of Chriſt 
Love ! This would be the fare Evidence 
that Chriſt loveth you, becauſe Chriſt lof 
vettyfirſt ; and how would this {weeten your 
; Paſſage through the Valley of AMiction 
'and through the Valley of Death. This 
would ſweeten a bitter cup, and make aJ- 
ſweet cup more {weet. In Life, the ſenſe} 
of Chriſts Love will -be better than Life ; Þ- 
bur at Death this will be the only ſtay and Þ; 
Fupport which you can have ; nothing elſe Þ. 
can give any well-grounded comforc in a}. 
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Tyrant every where, ſhooteth his Arrows |: 
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Ahicher and thicher ; ſometimes he ſmiteth 
thoſe that are Elder than your ſelves, and 
ſometimes thoſe that are Younger ; ſome 
Vimes thoſe thatare weaker than your ſelves, 
Wometimes thoſe that are ſtronger;ſometimes 
1deffthoſe that are better, ſometimes thoſe that 
rthJare worle ; ſometimes the righteous are 
/onff{mitten, ſometimes the wicked ; ſometimes 
/ourthe profane, and ſometimes the Profeſſors ; 
ith] that all might be awakened to prepare. And 
ovel what is it that can give you comfort when 
ne-| you come to the ſides of the pit ? You may 
| io} have the Love of your dear Yoke-fellows, 
ent] weeping and mourning at your Bed: ſide, 
I Children, Kindred and Friends wringing 
elF their hands, and looking with a pitiful coun- 
ſts} tenance upon you, grieving to part with 
cel. you 3 but what comfort can all their Love 
oÞ-yield unto your departing Spirits ? Their 
uf}. Love may diſturb you, and make you the. 
n,ſ. more unwilling to dye and leave them, be- 
is} cauſe they are 1o unwilling to part with you. 
44 But the Love of Chriſt and tenfe thereof, 
24 will be a Comfort indeed, becauſe he is a 
:{- Friend whom you are not departing from; 
1; but going unto. And O the delight which - 
| 


' then you may have, when Friends look 
-- moſt lad, and Death looks. moſt grim,when 
*. the trembling Joynts,-the Clammy Sweats, 
4- the intermitting Pulte, the falling Jaws, 
Re | | the 


 cny Faith will be ſwallowed up in Viſton, my 
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the ratling Throat, and other {ymptoms| 
give notice of near approaching Death : |. 
then to think, 7 am now come not only to thi 
Door of Eternity,but alſo the Gate of my Fa«l . 
th:rs Houſe, where many Saints are gone before} 
' mes and many Angels are attending for me, 
and where my dea#ly beloved Feſwus is, and 
bath prepared for my Reception and eternal 
Habitation, Here are Friends about by Bed- 
fide, who ere long will convey this Body to the [ 
Grave, tobe fed upon by Worms ; but here 
are Angels at my Bed-ſide, waiting for my 
Soul, that ſo ſoon as it 1s lopſned from this 
dying Carkaſe, they may convey me to the hea» | 
venly Paradiſe : Within a few minutes now, 
\znd I ſhall be with my deareſt Lord, where 


Hope in Fruition, and my Love will come to 
Perfeition. O the Glorious light which there 
and then will ſhine into every corner of my 
mind! O the Love and Foy and ineffable De- 
kight, when I come to ſee and enjoy and live |þ 
for everwith my moſ? dearly Beloved ! This, 
This only will make you willing to Dye, 
and this ſenſe of Chriſts Love will effectu- 
ally ſweeten your paſſage through the dark | 
entry of Death. | :W 
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[APPENDIX 


Concerning 


Chriſt's Manifeſtation of Himſelf 
unto them that love him. 


| —— And he that loveth me, 


| _ to his Diſciples i = his laſt Sermon, be- 


all be bo- 
ved of my Father, and I will love 
him, and wilt man eſt my jel wnto 


Joh. XIV. latter part of ow 2T. 


178. 


'TE read, Lk. 4.22. And all "OR 

| him witneſs, and wondered at 
the gracious words which proceed- 
Ky out of his mouth. Never did ſach gracious” 
| and ſweet words drop from the lips of any 
"man that ever lived, as thoſe [from the lips 
| of Chriſt when he was here upon the Earth 
"and of all Chriſt's words, thoſe which he 


fore 
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is laſt Suffering, in the 14, 15, and ef 
rs of Fob, are Superlatively. 
z und none more{weet inthis Sermon 
than the words of my Text read unto youll 
And he that loveth me ſhall be loved of myth 
Father, aud 7 _ "gx and will mani: Y-: 
eſt ef a#nto thim. ” In the former part |= 
# ek we have the Character am : 
that doth truly love Chrift : He thar hath |: 
amy Cliatiandnents al keepeth'themy beit is 
that loueth.ime., In. the latter part of the | 
verſe which is my Text, we have the Privi-. 
ledge of one that doth truly love Chriſt, 
and that is in, three Promiſes which Chriſt 
doth make amo hit: ' 2: Hethar loveth mt. 
fhall'bi loved of my Father. 2. And1 wil | 7 
love-him. 3..And will manifeſt my ſel} un- hn 
0-bim,. It is es laſt of theſe Promiles which ſn 
ſhall ſpeak unto by. way of 4p-end:x unto Jhe: 
my Treatiſe ofthe Love which true go" fn 
haye and ought to have unto .Chrif, .andiJÞþr 
that is the Promiſe. of Chriſts' akin n 
| ir unto fuch us love him. And they Inc 


" tir ise.is, this... TP 
xt; -T hat . Core. will vane winis 
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' 1 Ml h eJnves 77, i 
'Y ah BE birt 'I "ſhaft ſhe! 
3 W Bas 1t ril to manifeſt him Þ 
2. Th Gs willy bile entetfrg them] 
has love Chriſt Both! mani-} 
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Chrifts Manifeſtation, 8c. 16% 
nd [feſt himſelf unto ſuch. 4. When Chrilc” 
ly JJoch manifeſt himfelf unto ſuch. 5. Where 
on Chriſt doth manifeſt himſelf unto ſuch as 
uFbve him. 6, And laſtly, make fome Ap- 
my Þlication. Te 
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th |: | 

4h. 7 Hat it is for Chriſt to manifeſt 
ne Þ Himſelf ? 


i-4 1. Chriſt doth manifeſt himſelf when he 
t, Imaketh a-clearer diſcovery unro his /Diſct- 
& Jples of the excellency of 'his Perſon, when 
2t ſhe doth furcher unveil himſelf, andlets forth 
H fome beams and-rays, with greater luſtre 
7- find brightneſs, 'to diſcover more. ofthe ori- 
h_fiacy and tranſcendency of his ſoul raviſhing 
0 ſheanty unto them, which they-had but adim- 
= Mer fight and darker apprehenſions' of - be- 
diffore; and this is'done when Chriſt doth 
5 more fully impart of the ſpirit of Wiſdom 
and Revelation unto them. Upen this ac- 

Aunt the Apoſtledid pray in the behalf of 
fs the believing Epheſrans, that theLord would 
- $give them the ſpifit of wiſdom and Revela- 
z Þon to enlighten their underſtandings in the 
- Jnowledge of him, Eph.1i16,17,18. They 
1 Jhad the Spirit before, and fome knowledge 
- Jof Chriſt before, but he'prayes -that God 
DS 3 . would 


#856  . An Appendix concernins 

would give them fuller.meaſures of the ſpi. 
rit; -to'make'aclearer diſcovery 'of Chriſtie! 
that the eyes of their underſtandings mightÞn 
be more and more enlightned unto; a morgih« 
. Ipiritual diſcerning of the turpaſſing BeautyſÞ 
and Excellency in Chriſts perſon, in rheſſhi 
Knowledge of whom” the moſt enlightnedſter 
Chriſtians are capable of further growth un-ig 
_ to the end of their life : hence the Exhorta-fab 

tion:-of the: Apoſtle. Peter, 2 Pet. 3. 18. Butte 

grow in grace andin the knowledge of our Lord((pe 
«nd Sauiour Feſus Chriſt. : rt. [of 


-:-2, [Chriſt doth manifeſt himſelf, when he le 
maketh-a' deep impreſſion, .and - giveth ig]! 
{weet ſenſe to his Diſciples of his preſence;to 


Chriſt is: never really. ablent from ſuch aJSP 
Love him,- but he may ſeem to be fo ſome-ſi0t 
times, they may apprehend-him to be afarſ# 
off; he: : may: and often doth withdraw: thak#: 
ſenſe of: his preſence, Cart. 5.6.1 opened ſp 
my beloved, but my beloved had withdr awp% 
himſelf and was gone, Chnift doth manifeſt 

himſelf, when he doth draw near to his pegJ#9 
" ple, and-maketh them feel that he is nearg® 
Siving them a-{weet ſenſe: of his preſencgJ@c 
chrough the powerful -breathings of his Spk® 
rie'upon_ them, whereby their hearts ara#* 
quickned and enlarged, and drawn forth to 
wards himſelf, and their graces excited uns 
to powerful exercile. : 
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Chrifts Manifeſtation, &c. 167 
ſpi-] | 3- And chiefly Chriſc doth manifeſt him- 
iſt;lſelf, when he makes diſcovery of his Love 
ghjgunto chem that love him ; when he gives 
orgthem to ſee not only the beauty of his face, 
utyÞut allo the {miles of his face, when he gives 
theſthem co behold the amiablenets of his coun- 
16ftenance, and withall lifrs up apon them the 
un-flight of his countenance, when he ſheddeth 
ta-fabroad the ſenle of his Love into their. 
puthliearts, giving them. a full perſwafion of his 
ordfſpecial Love unto them, and al{o a tweet 

Jehſe thereof. . Thus Chritt doth fumetime 
heflbok kindly, and ſpeak kindly unto his peo- 
 iqfple 3 and this ſweer Language is not ſpoken 
ce;to the ear of the body, bur inwardly by his 
Spirit to their Souls, when he faith to the 
1e-floul, 7 am thy Salvation and thy Saviour, I 
farjÞave loved thee with an everlaſting Love, 
hehend my- Love 15s unchangeable ; The Moun= 
| rif84i775 ſhall depart and the hills be removed, 
milhuc my loving kindneſs ſhall never depart, and 
eftite removed from thee. I have proven my-ſelf 
a-Itor thee, and I bave given my ſelf pnto thee, 
rind 7 will never repent of this gift, I have. 
«{@oſen thee for my ſelf, called and joyned thee - 
iBvro my ſelf, and 1 will never repent of this 
alFborce, nor-ſuffer thee. to be drsjuyned from 
ore for ever. . [ have thee upon my heart, and 
nefReep thee in my hand; and no powers of Earth 
" Hell: ſhall be able to pluck thee thenee 5 
| H-3 have 
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have given thee my grace, and 1 will ſhew thequr 

_ any glory, and ere long 1 will appear in thayth 
. world and receive thee to my ſelf, that when | 
1 am there thou mayeſt be alſo. Dry up the 
thy tears, clear up thy countenance, banillf 
thy fears, droop no longer, deſpond no more h; 
but be of good chear, thy ſins are forgive 
thee, thy name is written in my book, which 
none can blot out. Thou haſt a true Low 
for me, and my Father himſelf loveth thee, 
and T love thee with a moſt endeared Love: a 
and. therefore do not queſtion or doubt A 
Love any more,. Thus Chriſt doth man 
feſt himſelf and his Love ſometimes untg | 

- dropping deſponding ſouls. | 
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+ Hat Chrift will manifeſt himfelf ung 
.- 4 tothemthat love him, appears, it cx 
that: his Love..doth engage him. and. his 
word doth engage him hereunto. His Loy Ir 
doth engage him : The Love of Chriſt is like 
fire, that: eannot conceal it ſelf long, and Fe 
no fire ſo ſtrong, and hath ſuch a vehement 8 
flame as the Love of Chriſt to his people j 
Fofeph hdd a great love to his Brethren nots $ 
| wichſtanding all their unkindneſs, and allf 


Mong he concealed himſelf for a Wo” [ 
an 
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and ſpake roughly unto them, yet .after, 
Athey were ſenſible of their faylt, and were; 
led with perplexing fears, he could con- 
Sceal himfelf no longer from them, -as tn 
#Ger. 45. 1, 2. Then Joſeph could not refrain 
himſelf before all that ſtood by him,-and he 
wept aloud, and ſaid unto his Brethren, Lam 
T70ſeph, and ver. 4: Foſeph ſaid unto his bre- 
[rbren, come near me, 1 am Joſeph your bro- 
Jrher whom ye ſold into Egypt. So Chriſt may 
Jconceal himſelf for a while from his.people, 
whatever love he hath to them, .and, whats 
Fever they, have to him, Some unkindnelies_ 
ITthey have ſhewn may 'be. the cauſe. of this _ 
F biding 3. but when they are ſenſible of their 
faulc, full. of grief and. perplexity. for theig 
1 offences, his Love will not permit him to- 
| hide himſelf much longer ; His Love will. 
j engage him to manifeſt and diſcover hime 
4 felt, and ay, 1.am-.Jeſus your Saviour, 
Us come near me-my brethren, cqme.near me. 
F4hat you may have'-a clearer. view-of me, 
that ye may. know me, and know that I do 
ReEldve you. The Word allo of. Chriſt doth 
WFengage him. to manifeſt himlſelf-unto them- 
F tharLove him ; It is Chriſts promiſe here 
T in-the Text, He that loveth: me ſhall be loved 
T of 7my:Father, and I will Love him, ana will 
| manifeſt, my ſelf unto him. - Chriſts word is. 
| {ure,true- and faichful is Chriſts name; _the 
Mbit H 4 ordi- 
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ordinances of the Heavens may ſooner fail, 
than Chriſt fail of his Word and Promife. 


A — 


_ ———— — 


SECTION II. 


3. Ow Chrit doth manifeſt himſelf 
unto them that Love him; 

1. Chriſt doth here in this world mani-' 
feſt himſelf but in part and darkly. The 
Soul is not now capable of the fulleſt and 
Cleareſt Manifeftation of Chriſt. This is a 
Happineſs reſerved for the other world: 
1 Fob, 3.2. Beloved, now are we the ſons of 
God, and it doth not yet appear what. we ſhall 
be; but we know that when he ſhall appear, 
we ſhall be like him,for we ſhall ſee him as he 1s, 
Joh. 17. 24. Father I will that they alſo whom 
thou haſt given me be with me where 1 am, 
that they may behold my glory which thou baſt 
given me, 1tis hereafter that Chrifts Diſc 
les ſhall be perfectly like unto Chriſt, and 
all have a perfect Manifeſtation of Chriſt, ] 
that they ſhall ſee him as he is: It is hereaf: | - 
ter that they ſhall behold- his glory. _ The 
luſtre atid'brightneſs of Chriſts glory is {6 
-great that ſhould he now let forth the beams ] 
thereof upon them, ir would dazle and a- | 


maze them, it would ſtrike them blind, |. - 


there. ts 


need, | - 


yea i would ſtrike them dead ; 


Lo», OW OW ar Ci», Hrs CC hu. 
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need, becaule of their weakneſs, that Chriſt 
ſhould keep a veil on his face, when he 
makes dilcovery of himſelf : they: cannot 
now bear the full patefaction and manifeita- 


_ tion of Chriſc'; therefore Chriit doth difco- 


ver himielf but in part. As the Queen of 


Sheba ſaith concerning So!omons wildom and 


proſperity, 1 K:#9. 10. 6,7. It Was a true 
report that I heard in mine own land of thy 
ASts, and thy wiſdom; howbeit T believed 


not the words, until Icame and mine eyes had: 


ſeen 'it ;' and behold the one half was not told 


me," thy wiſdom and proſperity exceedeth the 
Fame thereof. Tt is not the one half which 


'Chriſts Ditciples do-now hear or can diſcern 


_ of their matters excetlencies:  Itthath not 


now entred into theirhearts'to conceive-what: 
Beanties and Glories 52d moſt admirable: 


. perfections there are hid in their Beloved;;, 


not only Chiifts Love but alſo Chrilts Love- 
lineſs doth pals their knowiedge. There are: 
ſuch dimenſions of moſt wonderful Glory 


in Chriſts perſon, as do infinitely tranicend/ 


the capacity of the moſt elevated: minds,, 
fully co comprehend. Chriit doth manifetc: 
him{elf truly to them char Love him, yeric 
is bat partly, and that but 2 lictle parr, Is5 


'- bur darkly by the beams of a- more 0»!cure: 
Hghr, LCHEIS 9 z10,11,12. For we baow- 
7n ? part, 4 and prophelie s n pait ; Bat winn-that- 


6 - _—_ 
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- which 5 perfett 15 come, then that which ic in - 


part ſhall be done away : When I was achild } 


: fpake 45 achild,T underſtood as achild,I thaught 
. &« achild; but when became a man I put a- | 
ay childiſh things : For now we ſee tharow a 


glaſs darkly, but then Face to Face; Now I- 
| 2M in part, then] ſhall kzow as I am known. 
We Miniſters Propheſie but in part, we can 
tell you but alittle of what there really is in 
Chriſt, and both we and you know bur in 
Patt; our conceptions of Chriſts excellen- 
"cies and our expreſſions now are childiſh, 
| hereafter there will be a perfect manifeſtati- 
- not Chriſt, and then all imperfeQions of 


- knowledge. will-be removed. Now. you © 


may ſee Chriſt, but ic is throngh a glaſs 
darkly ;-hereafter face to face. Indeed it is 


FTaid; -2 Cori 3: 18; We all with open face be-. 


Jwlding as in a glaſs the Glory of the Lord are 
chenged, &c. There is a comparative open 


diſcovery of 'Chrift now in Goſpel. times, | 


woo ie A ond , in 26 A os 


aver. what there was-under. the Law; the -Þ - 


veil of Fypes and Figures, which covered Þ - 


and-in a great meaſureNid Chriſt from their 


view, is now removed, our face is now op<n. Þ 


from that:veil, but-Chriſts face is nor fully 


open, there is a. glais ſtil] between our eye | 
gnd Chriſts -face .( the glais of: Ordinances, | 
which though ir. doth help us to.ſee him, yer | 


it keeps ws from. the cleareſt dilcovery of 


| kinviC \ye ſee bat rhorow a glaſs cy; 


Chriſt's Manifeſtation, SKce. i233 


our eyes. now need this 'glals ro help:our 
weakneſs, and that we may ſee what-we do. 


1 fee: there is a rime-coming when we:ſhall. 
J-be above the'ineed and ule of the Ordinahce:; 


glaſſes, I mean when weſhall fee Chriſt face- 
to face, and know him in heaven as we are- 
known by him. Wt The - 

- 2.-Chriſtdothnow'manifeſt himſelf gra> 
duaſly unto- them that Love: him. Chriſt 
doth-/not ſhew at once-andaltogether what: 
he means to diſcover of himſelf and: of. his: 
:-Love, 'Fut he doth it by degrees, a little at: 


{J-onetimg, and alittle at another time; a-lit- 


'tle-in-this Ordinance, and alittle 'in'that;, 
'now he lets down ſome comfortable beams. 


| of thelight ofhis countenance into the Sopl; 


'by and by clouds do ariſe and obſcure this. 
light, and darkneſs is upon the ſpirit: Some- 


_ times Chriſt opens the curtain and looks up- 
| -on the Soul, givesgracious ſmiles; by and: 


-by the curtain is drawn, and-his face hid ;: 


- now. he appears, and then he dilappears;, 
| - he Manifeſteth himſelf at one time,: with» 


draws himſelf at another-time, and ſo leads. 
 his'people on from one diſcovery of himſelfi 
unto another, unti]- he bringeth them atlaſt: 


4 untothe full diicovery of.himlelf in.Glory.. 


2 Chriſk | 


3. Chriſt doth manifeſt! himſelf moſt 
fweetly unto them that Love him, eipecial- 


ly after.long ablence. When the Soul hath 


& 
f 
n 


| beenſeeking and cannot find him, wandringh x 


' inthe wilderneſs under amazing: fears; per- 
plexing doubts, doleful deſpondencies, fink- 
mg and heart-overwhelming grief ; after a 
black- night of deep delſertion, -Oh how 
ſweet is the day ſpring from on high ! Oh 
how' comfortable are the bright beams of 

. the morning light ! when he ſhineth upon 


.- Theirdark and dejected and ſorrowful tpi- | - 
rits, giving them to know afſuredly - that] . 
' they are the dearly beloved of his-Soul, Þ. 


| . that he hath not forgotten them, that he 
 will:not forſake'them, that he hath a more 
- tender Love antb-them than. the mother; to 
.her ſucking,child ! Oh the-raviſhments!of 
ſpirit !- Oh the tranſports of Soul -which-do 
ariſe from hence ! Q the ſongs: which are 
. #hen in their months ! This is our beloved, 


'we:have waited for. him ;. this is our dear Þ 
-: Redeemer, we have truſted in-him. Tongye I 
- eannot expreſs the delight,the joy and-glad- F 


< 


- B&ſs of. heart which doth ariſe from ma- Þ 


- ifeſtation.of Chris preſence and love the F 


joy of harveit, inezoy of che Bridegroom | 


on the wedcing cay, the joy of vidtory-and ] 
taking great ſpoils from an Enemy, the joy | 
of a poor man in hading great treaſures ;, 

ws | and þF 


; 
- 4 PER - 
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of | and: the 'greateſt «delight which ever was 
dal-| found in the ſweeteſt tenſual enjoyment i3 
ath] not worthy to be compared with' the-joyes 
ins} and exulcings'of heart, in the manifeſration 
er-| of Chriſt unta'the Soul. 


OW SECT. IV. 
of TATE doth Chriſt manifeſt him- 


ſelf unto them that love him ? 

Pi- | -2 1, : Sometime Chrift doth quickly mani- 
1 feſt hnnſelf, afcer a- little ſeeking ; ſome 

'- young Converts have early and foon difco. 
'.- veries of Chriſt and his love; they are caſt 
-doww for :@'lictle while, and Chriſt toon 
comes' unta tem arti lighten: up again. 
- W-eping endures barfoMenight, andchat a 
-fhort:{\immer night;-and joy cometh early 

in the:morning. They:bave'the Spirir of bon- 
- dage who awakeneth them -to fear, by.and 
r$ by the Spirit of Adoption dotÞgracionſly vi- 
$ : fit thend,, rand makeidticovery of their rela- 
- F -tfon ronht Father pchelove.of:cheir Saviour, 
| aid fhedderh' abroad: the ſente of his love- * 
-# -int6 their hearts;© 7; 7D ot 111 25 3577 


2. Sometimes Chriſt is long before he 
midnifetr himſeli ; it is long before tome do 
| - eek Chile, and it is long before fuch do. tind 


NAM. : 


 - el. and:the he 


- that at this time Chriſt would diſcover him- 


| -felf, and till he hath hid himſelf, ftill they 
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him. Chriſt waits long to be gracious unto [pla 
them,and Chrift doth often. make them wait ſync 
long beforghe manifeſteth tothemhis loving [ze 
kindnefſes; yea ſometimes early ſeekersare 
not early finders. Chriſt makes ſome wait |; 
a long time to try their faith and patience,.| 
their love and obedience, "and that he may 
prepare them. for more than-ordinary com- | x, 
forts and ſweetneſs which he intendeth to. 

give in the diſcovery of himlelf unto them. 


.', 3s; Sometimes Chrit doth:ſuddenly:ma-Jx 
ifeſt himfelf unto them that love him, Cant. Þ« 
= 6.12. Or ever 1 was-aware, my:Soul.made }. 
© .me like the Chariots of Amminadib ; or ever | 
- They are awatgthey ſee the Chartots of //7a- 
Ic enithereof;; and:che Lord. 
| Jeſus;doth; eqRGMco them: in .the:-Chariots. 
of Salvation with ſuch; Glory-and Luftre as 
.doth tranſport andamaze them. Some Chri- 
' Rttans: that> truly: love:Chriſt, have-fought } 
. hini' in this Ordinance, and have not-found Þ 
. þ1m,; and ithey+ have-fought -Chriſt: in that Þ 
. Qrdivange,; and:have: not ſound him. they. Þ 
'  :Haxe: been. looking and waiting and hoping 


| ſelf, or at that time he would diſcover him- 


have come off. with diſappointment: this. ; : 
kak. been their Grief, this they: have com- } 
= plained: |} 
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into plajned of before God, and they-have been 
Wait ſander fears leſt they ſhould never ſee him, 
never meet With him at all 5 hereupon their 
: Spirirs have been ready to fail and fink with- 
ja them, .and in diſcouragement they have 
Ce,:[been ready to lay or think that all their la- 
aY [bour. would ibe in vain; and yet they have 
M- | reſolved: to: feek him to their death, and 
to. though he ſhould kill them, to put "their 
;. [truſt in him:: And behold on a ſudden, when 
they .have had the leaſt expectation, and 


2-:F#heir hope hath been ready to-give up the 
7. EF Ghoſt,; they. have: met:;.with Chriſt, and 
F found him whom their ſoul loveth ; on a 


ſudden the Veil of the Temple hath been 
*- | rent, and they have ſeen their Beloved in 
d. | the Holy of Holies.;z on a;Jl the clouds 
$ 
$ 


have fled, their darkuels : aſſed away, 
and the light hath ſhined; the North: wind of 
. trouble hath ceaſed, and he {weet Southern 
| Gales have blown upon them ; I mean they 
4 havebeenunder fach ſhinings and breathings 
+ of the Spirir, rhat they have teen and felt the 
F preſence of Chriſt; and ſuch a ſweet ſenſe. - : 
* of his Love, as hath filed them wich Soul- . + 
raviſhing ' ST zz 


.- Chriſt doth manifeſt himſelf as. 
1 bly unto th:m that Love him. Though he 
' gath. not. alwayes manifeſt himelt when 
| mey, 


+ £ 
od 


. . "make way forthe Experience of Chriſts ma- 
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they moſt deſire, yet he doth manifeſt him." 
felf when they have mor need, and then 


""Tiw--e2ow.. 


they have moſr need when they are moſt 
low ; when they are moſt low in their Spi- 


' Fits, moſr poor and mean in their own e. 
Reem, us well as moſt low tn' their conditi- 
on through Afﬀiction and Trouble 5; Humi- 
lity and: Patience under AfMiQtion, ' doth 


nifeſtation. Chrift doth many rimes reſerve 


his -Cordials for the fainting fits, and the | 


{ſweeteſt Confolations in the diſcoveries of 


his Love for thetime of the greateſt Adver- | 
ity ;: eſpecially, when the trouble is for his] 


fake, he is gracioully prefent ; Fohr had 


his Viſions when he was Baniſhed for the | 


fake of Chr 


Chriffggnto the Iſle Parmos ; and 


| riook Paul at his anſwer 


before Nero, then che Lord' came to' him, | 


| [food by him and ftrer.pthned him. 


DIE A. 
— 


SECTION Yy. 


,*\ 7 Here doth Chriſt manifeſt him- 
V / felfunto them that love tim ? 

This is inthe way of his Ordinances, there 

he doih walk, there he doth ayrear unto 

his People. Sometimes Chriſt doth manife!r 

himfelf inthe way of private Ordinances, 


E, %. 


» Pl 
_— ” 


when þ 


they 


Ain. 


| in when they ſeek him in their Families, or 


Fin their Meditation and Contemplation ; 
. | fometimes Chriſt doth manifeſt himſelf unte 
. | them thar ove him in the way of Poublick 
x Ordinances, in Pablick Prayer or Faſting, 


| ly manifeſt him{eIfunto his Diſciples moſt 
| doth appear; in breaking of Bread he dil- 


4 covers himſelf, as ro the Diſciples thac went 
' 'o Emmans; in his. Banqueting-houle he 


-, tobe near, 
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in th<ir Cloſets, when they ſpeak of him 
mn conference,' or when they "think of him 


in hearing of the Word, or when they are 
Feaſting at his Table; eſpecially in this laſt: 
menttoned Ordinance Chriſt dorh frequent-' 


ſweetly : At the Lords Table, the Lord . 


Sives them'to feaſt on his Love; There are 
many who can ſay by experience, that if 
ever they met with Chriſtin their Lives, 
and tn any Ordinance, they have met with 
him at the Sacrament, there he hath unveil- 
ed his face, there he hath revealed his Love, 
there he hath breathed upon them by his Spi-' 
rit, there they have found and felt the Lord: 


\ 


# A # 
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SECTION VI. 


I Come now to the Application : And here. 
that I may give to every one his Por- 
rion, I ſhall ſpeak, 1. To you that have 
no love unto Chriſt. 2. To you that have 
fome Love to Chriſt, bat are without theſe 
Manifeſtations. 3. -To you that both love 
Chriſt, and have Manifeſtations of his love 
unto you. 


- Vſe 1, The Firſt Uſe doth: concern ſuch 

as have no love at all unto Chriſt. Chriſt: 
will manifeſt himſelf unto them that love 
htm ; "this is Childrens Bread, and doth 
. not belong to you, becauſe. you do not be- 
long unto Chriſt. This is a choiſe and moſt 
rich Priviſedge, but you have. nothing; 50! 
do with ic; Procul ite Profani.  Avaunt all: 
ye profane ones, all ye unclean ones, all. 
ye-ungodly ones, all Unbelievers whatſo- 


| ever, who being without Faith, are alto 


-- without Love to Chriſt; ſee that you come 
not near to lay your unclean hands upon 
this moſt excellent Promiſe ; - never look 
for any diſcovery of Chriſts love unto you 
{ Whileft yougo on in ways of Sin, whileſt you 
{ arein your Natural Eftate, I believe —_— 
Ep xe 
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of you may be ready to ſay, [What if 
| Chriſt doth not mamfeſt himſelf unto us ? 
let us have our Honeurs and Dignity, let” 

us have our Wealth and Plenty, let us have 
J our Friends and: Delights, and let who will 
lock, after thoſe aicry and fancifnl Satisfa- 
ions in Chriſts Manifeſtation. - Sinners, 
is this your language either of tongue or 
heart ? Ler me tell you, one day you 
will ſing another tune, you will be of 
another: mind; one Cay you will acknow- 
ledge, thar all the Happinefs which you 
ſo eagerly purſued in the {ſweeteſt crea- 


; ture-enjoyments, was but a Fancy, that _ 
 F it was thin, light and. aiery; that it was 


vain -and empty,, when all is fled away * 
and/'nothing: left behind but . Stings and 
birter Grief, but: inward wounds, gripes; 
and dreads, upon the fight .of approach- 
ing Death, and under apprehenſions of 
approaching Wrath, and eternal 'Tor- | 
ments in Hell. "Then what wonld you 
give for an Intereſt 'in Jeſus Chriſt, and 
a well. grounded Per{wafion: of his ſpecial 
Love unto your Souls' ?? Then the Mani- . 
feſtations of Chriſt wil] appear to be no. | 
aiery thing, and that nothing beſides this 
can rationally ſupport' your: Souls when 
you come to'the Borders of the Grave, 
and to the Confines of Eternity, And 
| lec 
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Ter me further tell you that have no love 
_ to Chrift, that although Chrit, whileſt 
- you are fuch, will never manifeſt -himſelf 


is a Day coming when he will Manifeſt 
himſelf unto you, but this Manifeſtation 
-will be with a Vengeance, it will be in a 
way of moſt Furious anger ; I mean, at 
\ the laft day .of Judgement, when Chriſt 
 will-be revealed from Heaven, not-only 
to thoſe that Love him, but alſo to thoſe 
that Hate him, for every eye ſhall then! 

- ſee him, and he will come in flaming Fire. 


” him. "Fhe Confideration of this ſhould 
| awaken youto fear and fly from fin, which. 
| otherwiſe will be your ruine and eternal - 
{ Perdition. And O that withall you would 
| be perſwaded to apply your ſelves unto 
the Lord Jeſus Chritt by Faith, that you 
{ may-hereby have Intereſt in him, arid in 
- that great Salvation which he hath pur- 
| chaſed for you, and which in the Goſpel 
| Is freely tendred unto youdzzand this Faith 
| a Chriſt would work Lov to Chrilt, 
| and put you in. a capacity: of theſe Ma. F 
| pom of Chriſts Love unto your ÞF 
. Souls. * Tet 


SECT: 


_# - 
I fe Fog 


unto you. in ag. way of Love, yet there | 


to take Vengeance npon you that have | 
. not” obeyed this Goſpel Precept, ro Love Þ# 
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SECTION VII. 


UVſe2. He ſecond Ute concerneth fuch 


of you as have ſome Love un- 
to Chriſt, but are without theſe Manife- 
ſtations. And there are two ſorts of tuch : 
z- Some of you never had thele Manife- 
ſtations. 2. Some of you have had theſe - 
Manifeſtations, bur have loſt them, 


1. Some of you never had theſe Meani- 


Þ feſtations of Chriſts Love. It may be you 
F are young and raw Chriſtians; a little while: 


ago you were forward Scholars in the 


School of the Devil, and ſerved divers luſts . 


with all your might and ftrength ; the Lord 
hath lately bedg'd up your way with thorns, 


j hath opened your eyes to lee your' fins, 


and made you ſenſible of your danger, bur 


4 as yet youreyes are not open as te any Com- 
ÞF. forrable fight of your Saviour. _Indeed 
| Chriſt hath been revealed unto you as able 


and willing to fave you, and you have 


'- been drawn by the Word and. Spirit ro 


take hold on him, and to give up your ſelves 


| umto him ; but as yet you are in the dark 


as to your Spiritual Eftace, you are un- 
der doubts and fears of untoundneſs and 
| rotten=- 
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feſſors like. hand elves have done ; you ,Þ* 

| || one day periſh by the hand> YE 

of Saxl, that' the Devil and - your own JP 
Luſts will be too hard for you, and pre-. / 
vail fo far with'you; as 'to pull you back: 


fear you ſha 


" mato\wayes' of ' Sin, and! thereby to © pall 


_ youdown into the botromieſs Pit of Hey; | 


This cauſeth 'a dread upon your Spirits, 
and fearful apprehenſians of Gods wrath 


_ and future Vengeance ; this fetcheth ma- - | l 
ny: a" fad and heavy figh from your breafts, Þ© 
 mavty a briniſh tear from 'your'eyes, you! 'F* 


F are troubled, /bowed down greatly, and 
- go mouming all the day : Yer you are 
| reſolved to (give your attendance {till un- 
to'' Ordinances, and there- to wait upon 
the Lord, and-for'ithe Lord z*you are re- 
| ſolved; notwirhftanding fl -difcourage- 
| - ments; that'you will be the Lords, though 
- - you know not whether he'be yours; you 
' are refolved that Chriſt ſhall have your 
hearts, and/ you will -venture your Souls 
" upon. hint, though you know nat whether 
you” are dccepred *by Hirti” This may 
| be a Uſe. of Encouragement 'tnto you't 
- Cettainly you are ſuch' asfove Chriſt, and 
* are beloved by Chriſt, and Chriſt - will 
| manifeſt himſelf- unto ſuch '-as have: ſuch 
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_ [Love ; let me tell you, that Chriſt. is not 
- [fr from you, whatever 'you - may  appre- 
1 ,fhend, though he 'be' out of your fight, 
1- Jyct you-are not out of -his, his eye is 
z; Jupon you, and his heart is towards you ; 
. Jhe hears all your ſighs, he ſees all your” 
-; Jtears, he pities you, and ſympathizeth 
| Jwvich you in all your Griefs ; he loves 
" and eC're long will let you know it ; 

ſhe is now preparing you for ſweet diſco. 
veries of himtelf, and e're long he- witl 
= you thoſe diſcoveries. If you fol- 
low on to feek him, he will certain! 
{and may ſuddenly be found of you : And 
Twho knows but this may be'the time of 

Chriſt's manifeſting his Love ? It may - 
be whileſt you are reading this Diſcourle, 
ou may have a'glimpſe of his face, and 
hear his Voice ſaying unto yoo, , Be of. 
rl cheer,” your ſins. are forgiven you 
F Lit” 


CHE | forgiven you. 
Fhift-up the Hands that hang down, lift 
Lp the Heart that is caſt down ';/ Look 
Fup then' dejeted Soul, thy Saviour is be- 
Ffore' thee, open thine Eyes and look, 

'F look. with the' Eye of Faith,: canſt: chon 
FT nor fee x mityellons Beauty in' his coun- 
F tenance ? *doft' thou not. perceive ſome 
F {miles in his Face; 'fome Smiles 'upon. 


T thy Soul ? Doſt' thou. not feel his Spiric 
| iwveetly breathing upoti'thine” heart, per- - 
F {wading- 


a. 


# 
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x86 An Appendix concerning 


ſenſe of: Chriſt's peculiar Love,unto thee? 


% 


Deſt 'thou, not. perceive: ſome inward} 


{wading thee, and, giving thee a ſweet| 


hear ſome inward.callings ? Open to me} 
aud I will. came im and ſup with. thee, | 
This-is the- Voice of thy Beloved ; make| 
haſte and open. to, him,, open. all. the Fa. 
culcies. of thy Soul, lift up the Everlaſt. |. 


knockings: at thedoar. of thine heart, = 


' ing Gates to this King of Glory ; fend 


" forth the Hangdmaids' of thy, Defires -ta| 
invite the Lord in, let thy Faith take |. 


hold on him and. uſher him into thy Soul, | 
and. then embrace him; in the Arms of thy, 
deareſt . Love, and give him ſuch enter-F 


tainment that. he may abide with thee for 
EVETL. - . | 4 
'2, There are others of you (have, had 
ſome. manifeſtations of Chrift unto you 
_ farmerly, Tr you have loſt them: yoar 


beloved. hath.. withdrawn himſelf and- is } 


gone, you call and. he giveth .no anſwer, 
. you ſeek. him, but you cannot find him. 'Þ 
Time hath been- when your Lord was pre-, Þ 
ſent, and.. gave you gracious viſits fre- Þ 
Juently, .; many...a fecret;; {mile you have F 


een in his face, many. a comfortable word. 


you , have had from his mouch, maay a.} 
love-token you have received at his hand: F 
Time hath been when you had your evi- Þ 
FE 1 __ dences 


be 
®; 
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Vi 
©. 
. 

we5 

*9 

£ 

=. 
» A 

Y * 


” Chriſts Manifeftation, &C. 187 | 


ect dences written out fair and clean, with the 


e?] Seal of the Spirit ſet unto them, and how 
ard | exceedingly did youthen rejoyce in theſenſe 


| ſelves upon his rich entertainment of Goſpel- 


E Chriſts love | how did you feaſt your 
. | priviledges, which through him you were in- 


veſted withall! And O the admirings which 
'then you had of free Grace ! O the ſweet 


{&.]. meltings of heart in the kindly fenſe of ſin! 


O the enlargements of deſire which you had 


| | in your Prayers ! O the burnings of Love to 
| Chriſt which you have often felt in your bo- 
'| ſoms!O thelively hopes which you had,and 
| ineffable delight in hopeof the glory of God! 
F But now there is a ſtrange decay within you 


of Grace,andalterationasif you were not the 
ſame menandwomen as you werebefore:you 
have withdrawn your ſelves from Chrift,and - 
he hath withdrawn himſelf from your fouls; 


you havelet down your watch, and theDevil 


$ hath gotadvantageagainlt you by hisdevices, 
Þ hehath watched his opportunity,and entang- 
2 led you in the ſnaresof ſome ſins; whilſt you 
+ have heedleſly gone to the utmolt confines 
F of Duty, and been uponthe borders of ſin, the 
{Devil hath ſent forth a ſquadron of temptati- 


' 0n$,not with fiery darts,but with ſilken cords, 
which have treated and parlyed with you.to 


F entice and perſwade to:go a little further ; 
. Þ they have told you what pleaſant fruit. doth 
L k 


grow 


* © you have been drawn along, partly willing, } 
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-erow within thoſe borders, moſt ſweet and 
*delictous to'the taſte ; that there are Silver 
and Gold Mines which you might quickly 
"dig op, and find precious ſabſtance ; chat 
there you might havehonour andefteem,andÞ 
what would'yon turn your back upon all 
'theſe ? would you beſo niceand ſtrict as not 
-to.diſpenſe with alictle duty ? as not to ſtep 
:0ver the hedge a little way, where the de- 
Tights and advantage would be fo preat.' 
And if you have heſitated, they have told 
you that it was very diiputable, whether | 
the confines of Duty did not reach beyond | 
the place which they would bring you unto, |: 
propounding the examples of others of the 
{ame religious Profeſſion,that have frequent- 
ly gone 1o far,and why ſhould you ſcruple ? 
or if it were a tran{greſion, 1t was but a lit- 
tle tranſgreſſion, they would not defire you 
to go far, and who is there that lives, and ] 
doth not tran{greſs thoſe bounds ? and you |... 
might eefily repent and find mercy, if GodÞ 
were offended ; you might quickly_retireÞ 
- and return into your former limits; then Þ 
whilſt you have been parlying with temp- F 
* tations, the'filken Cords have been faſtened F 
about you, and. ere you have been aware} 


. 
x 


and partly nnwilling, and enticed unto ſome Þ. | 
| kind of firs, and complyed with ſome kind Þ - 
_ | ofÞ. 
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of luſts, indulging your ſelves to give them fa- 
tisfaction, whereby you have been beguil'd 
and befool'd, whereby. you have beenſecret- 


ly wounded,and inwardly defiled ; and thys 


F your evidences for Heayen haye been mile- 
rably blotted, ſo that now you arenot able 
to read them. . Time hath been when world- 
ly Aﬀettions ſeemed to be mortifyed with- 
in yog; to bedead gnd buried; manyalore 
thruſt and: wound you had given unto them, 
and how did they bleed and faint, and grew 


{o weak that they ſeemed to be giving up 


. .the Ghoſt; and_you have thought ſurely 
_ .they would never {tix much in you any more. 
And then your love to Chriſt was ſtrong and 
active, it. did. burn and flame. within you, 
and O the zeal which you then had for your 
Maſters honour, and you ſeemed to have no 
intereſt to carry on in the W orld, but the in- 
| tereſt of Chriſt, and you minded .nec your 


| own things upon your own account,. but all 
+F :your intereſts were1ſwallowed pp in the in- 
+ tereft of Jelus Chnft, -which. you chiefly 
nk minded and cared for, - and made ever 
& chingelle to truckle under it, and.to beſub- 


# {eryient.ynto it. *But now your affeQions to 
| Chriſt are ſtrangely cooled ; if there be the 
' fire of love to Chriſt ſill within you, it; is 
* notfire in burning coals, or in.a vehement 
| flame,but itisafirein afew ſcattered ſparks, 
E. "© Y and 


— 
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and thoſeraked over, that they giveneither 


light nor heat, and'are hardly, if at all dif: | - 


'cernable by you; and'your worldly affecti- 
ons,” which teem'd'to be dead, they have 
"Sotten ſpirit, and life, - and vigour, and 

rength. Otheeagerdelire which you have 


___ "after the world, and the things in the world, 


-and'thele accompanied with eager profecu- 
tort of the World; now the World hath 
your thoughts in contfivements aboat it,and 
the World hath your tongues in your moſt 
'- frequent diſcourſe of it, now the World |” 
| "hath your hand and your-time, but that | 
= Which is worſt of all, the World hath your | 
'heart too, 'the World hath juſtled Chriſt F 
off his Throne, / and for the preſent doth n- 
ſurp his ſeat.” And is it then a wonder if your 
'beloved' be offended that you ſhould- thas 
decline in your love, that your hearts ſhoufd 
oa whoring from him' unto the Creatnre, } 
1n your giving thoſeaffeCtions unto any thing þ 


. 1n the wofld whichare-tiis due ? Hence it is Þ 
that Chriſt hath ſhut uphis countenance from Þ 
you, or if helooks;'it is with frowns upon F_ 
you; you have Toft your firſt love, and F 


you-have 46ft” your'firf®fights,-and your F 
LR rafts of the Loveof Chriſt ; now your | 
{pifitual-joys'and comforts are fled our of }. 
 Hght, they are Toft and gone, and the'bare | 
remembrance of them only doth remain, and 
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| whateyer delights you have they are only. 
- ſach as come in at the door of ſenſe, you 


—W 
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have none at all that come in at the door of 
faich, and your ſenſual delights have expel- . 
led and baniſhed your ſpiritual. Now the 
rich Goſpel-priviledges have not that {avour 


and ſweet reliſh with you as heretofore; 


your minding and favouring ſo much the. 


_ Earth and Earthly things, hath dilreliſhed 


yout ſpiritual Appetite. O the miſchiefwhich 
indulged fin hath done unto you! O the un- 


| felt wounds, but ſo much the more deep 


and dangerous, which fin hath given you! - 
O the defilements of fin in your- Conſci- }. 
ences, and the ſtains and blots which fin * 
hath caſt upon your-profeſſion!  O the. ha- 
vock: which ſin hath made-amongſt your 
Sraces,and amongſt your comforts! Leaves 


- yott have ſtill of an outward profeſſion, but: - 


where is your fruit ro be found? if you. © 
have ſome fruit,is itnot withered frait,four, 


Þ and ill-reliſhed, notſuch ripe and mellow. : 


and ſweet fruitas heretofore in your flouriſh- 


E - ng eſtate ? ſurely the Lord is at a great 
* *dI 


iſtance from ſuch of you: and are there - 


F nottoo many ſuch amongſt you ? and what 


need; have:you to remember whence you 
are fallen, to ranſack. your hearts, to. find 
out your fins, to humble your ſelves deep- | 


ly, to repent, and prieve, and mourn, to 
| | 3 


R turn 


— n 
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duce. and reftore you, and keep you from 
' being drowned inutter perditionand eternal | 
* deſtruction. It may bethe Lord'hath-ſcourp- 
..cd ſome of you for your fanlts with the rods 
5. of ſome croſſes and Yiſappointments, ſome 
'  ontward loſſes afid troubles 3 .it may be he 
* hath put bitterneſs upon thoſe breaſts which 
Ou have been ——E and mingled pall  - 
in the cup of your pleaſures which you have 
been drinking; 2nd you have begun to think 
| - of yourevil ways,and {cen wharan evilthing 
 andbitter it is to backſlide fromthe Lord; } 
and. you have thought it was beſt with you Þ&3 
| when you were neareſt unto Thrift:ir may be | 
-- God hathdedltwith youashetellethhis back-- 
- flidfug people he wonld do with'them,. Zof; 
3. 6, 7. Behold T will heape wp thy way with 
thorns, and make a wall, that ſhe ſhall not fo 
< ths [1 a 


' turn your laughter into weeping, and your be! 
Joy to heavineſs, and to return unto the | ?* 
- Lord ſpeedily, and do your firſt: works, ſo: 
'otherwiſe ſome fearful judgments are like | Ti 
to befall you; and the Lord, may be even i 
forced to awaken you with a-vengeance, and + 
make you a terrout unto your {elves,and | ! 
unto all about you. Pom provoke the Lord i 
 by\your thus running away from him, ro s 
- follow you with aſtorm as he did 7oras,and , 
70 devour you in the floods and waves of. ? 
"We:diul afflictions, that hereby he may re- 
{ 
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her paths : And ſhe ſhall follow after her Lo- 
vers, but ſhe ſhall not overtake them, and ſhe. 
ſhall ſeek them, but ſhe (hall not find then. 
| Then ſhall ſhe ſay, 1 will go nnd return to my 
firſt huſband, for then it was better with me 
than now. And now you are ſeeking after 
your Beloved, but he hath withdrawn him- 
{elffrom you, and ſeems tg 'take no notice 
of-you; you call, and cry, and ſigh, and- 
weep, and,lament, and complain, ana ſeek, 
and wait, and yet he withholds from you 
all ſpecial diſcoveries of tis Love. Poſſibly 
doubts may hence ariſe, and fears grow up- 
on your ipirits, and you are ready to fink, 
and ſometimes are almoſt overwhelmed 
with inward trouble. Letthis Doctrine be. 
an encouragement to you itill to ſeek dili-, 
Sently,and wait patiently, for the Lord will, 
manifeſt himielf again unto.you in his own 
time, which is the beſt t1me. He may try 
you for a while whether you will follow him 
inthe dark ; he may luffer you to wait ſome 
time for him,who have made him to. wait ſo 
long time for you: But if you perſevere to 
ſeek him diligently in his ways, you ſhall find 
that !t will not be in vain. And what would 
you ſay, ye backſliding Souls, if the Lord 
ould -manifeſt 3imielfunto youar this time? 
would younot abute his kindaeſs,if he ſhould 
ditcover his love to you again ? would you- 
| Sx - not 
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not grow wanton and carnallyſecure ? if he 
ſhould now renew your evidences, and give 
them fair written, andeaſy to beread by you, 
would younot blot them againby a.» ? 
if heſhould now ſpeak peace unto your Con- 
{ciences, would you not again return unto 


folly? if he ſhould now reſtore unto you 


the joys of his Salvation, and fend dawn the 


Holy Ghoſt from Heaven to come unto you, 


to be your Comforter, and to dwell with 
- you, would you not grieve and quench the 
© Spirjt, and provoke him to. another retire- 
| — A more dreadful withdrawings rhan 
| -before? It may be the Lord will try you ; 
F- It£may be the Lord may draw near, and 
make ſome difcoyery of himſelf, and diſco- 
very of his Love unto you: It may be the 
Lord may look kindly now upon you, 


and ſecretly by his Spirit ſpeak kindly unto 


you: . You are now looking, and longing, 
and hoping, and waiting, poſſibly this may 
be the time of your ſeeing his face, and the 


| ſmiles that are there, of your. feeling the 


Iyyeet ſheddings abroad of his love into your 
Kearts by his Spirit, atleaſt he may give you 
a glimpſe, a glance, a little taſte, ſuch as 
ſhallraviſh your hearts. However, wait for 
him, and with earneſt defires and importu- 


5 nate requeſts, plead with him for his re- 


turns, and theſe manifeſtations, and that -4 
# {uc; 


4 
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ſuch kind of Language as this: Come Lord 
| Feſus, come quirkly, make haſt O my Beloved, 
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make haft to my ſoul, that thirſteth for thee as 
the parched land after the [meet ſhowers that 
fall from Heaven, as the hunted Hart after 
the cooling and refreſhing ſtreams of the water-- 
breoks. O when fhall I drink of thoſe waters of 
life which thou haſt to give, who art the founs 
tain and ſpring from whence they flow? when 
ſhall { taſte again how good thou art? when: 


| ſhall T ſee thee again, and feed and feaſt my 


foul again with thy love ? when Lord, O when © 
wilt thou” come unto me? wilt thou caſt off 
for ever? wilt thou be favourable no more?” 
haſt thou in anger ſhut up thy bowels ?- ſhall _ 
this cloud alwayes fit upon thy brow? (hall thiss . 


curtain alwayes. be drawn before thy face 9: |: 


Truth Lord, I have grievouſly fenned, and. 
greatly offended thee z, but have I not, do I not 
truly repent ? 1s there any thing in the-world- . 
fo grievous unto me as the remembrance of my? 
miſcarriages? I acknowleds myoffencer,my fol-- 


 - ly and horrid ingratitude ;, but ſhall my fins be” 
 alwayes-awall of ſeperation berween me and 


' my beloved '? are not thy bowels tender? axe” 
not thy mercies plentiful ? 15 there-not forgives - 
"neſs withthee that thou may [t be feared, and 


ff. the moredearly beloved? ao'ſt thou not forgive - 


freely withour upbraiding ? haſt thou not pro- 


 ' amiſed to be found' of all them: that ailigently 
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ſeekthee ?. and didſt thou ever fail in thy word 
#nto any? and ſhall I be the firſt? are not the de- 
fires of my Soul after thee, and that chiefly,and 

that earneſtly?is there not dearth and drought 
3n all things beneath thy ſelf, nothing that can 
 gove me [erifaltion ? bave I not renounced 
| #he World for my portion ? thou mighteſt ſend 
anetothe World for help and comfort, to 1he 
world which I have over-earneſtly deſired and 

'  loved,and over-eagerly ſought for contentment 
and happineſs in; Butts this thy wont andthy 
© Way, and the manner of thy dealing with them * 
that are-grievea fortheir ſin, pp aſhamed of | 

#hesr folly ? haſt. thou not promiſed to manifeſt | 
thy ſelf unto them that love thee ? . and do not 
 dlove thee?ds'ſi not thox whe knoweſt all things | 
tnow that I love thee ? though my love be 1m- 
perfelt, yet 55 it not true? though it be weak, 
yet 15 3t not ſincere? elſe whence are theſe de- 
res after Thee above all Perſons and.T hangs 
an the World? are. not theſe the produtt of | 
zrue Love ? and wilt thou net make good thy | 
Promiſethenzto _- thy ſelf unto me! and, 
if I had.che manifeſt ations of thy love, wonld þ 


not my-love grow and encreaſe hereby ?. ſhould P- 


1 -not love thee more dearly. and ſtrongly, if 1 } 
had clear diſcoveries, and were perſwadecd aſ- | 
ſuredly of thy love unto me ?. Truth Lord, I am 
altogethe? unworthy of ſuch a favour; but 


wiiaft thou ever beſtow this favour. upon atiy- 


for} 
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A | for their deſerts ? are not all thy gifts free ? 
'= | and amnot 1 as capable as any of free grate ? 

the more unworthy, the more 1 ſhald admire 

thee : the more is forgiven, T ſhall love thee 
more, and may I not now have a taſte of th 
loving-kindneſs ? Haſten my beloved, O baſe. 

en unto me, and be as a Roe upon the Mount 
tains of Spices! 'do not veil thy face from me- 
" any longer, ada.not conceal thy love, but now, 
O now draw near, and make me exceeding 
glad in the light of thy countenance,and in the 
beauty of thy face, and ſmiles thereof, Such 
deſires and pleadings as theſe might prevail 
with the Lord forthwith to return again un-  ! 
to you, andtolay, Well Soul, Thave heard 
thy prayer, thy breathing, and thy cry; thy: 
pleadings have prevailed with me, and I am: 
10w come unto thee, and beit to thee accord- 
ang to thy defires; come ſoul, analookup, lift © 
up thine eyes, and ſee; Here I am, behold me, 
4 behold me; this day I am come tobring glad: 
| tidingsof great joy unto thee, TI aſſure thee 
that I am thine, and all mine is thine, and: 
thou art mine, and fhalt be mine far ever. 
And what words can ſound: ſo {weet, and. 
yield ſuch comfort, astheſe or ſuch like,ſ{po- 
ken bythe Spiric untothe hearts of thole from: 
whom Chriſt is withdrawn ? 
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@SECTION VII. 


- Uſe 3. f Hee Third Uſe doth concern you. 

Es 4 thatdolove Ghriſt,and havethe 

 - manifeſtations ofhisloveto your ſouls. Three 
b: _ exhorted unto.. 1. Rejoyce in the_ 


- to retain theſe Manifeſtations” . 
T. Youthathavethe manifeſtations of the 
}- Loveof Chriſt, Rejoyceinthe Lord; of all 
- perſons in the World: you have moſt reaſon 
* © Torejoyce: youare thehappieſt menand wo- 
men alive. It is not wealth in the greateſt a- 
_ bundance which can make men happy : the 
richeſt Perſons have often thorns ofthe great- 
'eſtdiſcontent to pierce their hearts, and {tings 
| "Of the greateſt guilt. to- wound their Conlct- 
- .- ences: It ts not the higheſt honour and world- 
ty dignity which can-make men happy ; the 
vileſt men are often exalted, -and tho'e that 
-" grein the higheſt places, are inthe moſt ſlip - 


ſumed-utterly with terrors when grim death 
; doth appear, and ſummon. them-to depart... 
It.is not. the {weeteſtTenſual delight that can. 


- Lord. 2, AdmirehisfreeGrace. 3. Labour - 


|-* - pery places, from whence they are ſoon caſt | 
down into deſtruction, -and.whatever ſecuri- 
- ty they have in life, yer they arewuſually con- | F 


make 'men happy : Vanuiry.ie the attendant,. -" 
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and vexation of Spirits the conſequent of "0 
all thoſe pleafures:that are fenſual and ſinful, - 


| whichare the ſeed alſo of pain and everlaſt- 


ing torment. Such only can be fa co be 


' happy in truth, as are really united and re- 


lated unto Felus Chriſt, and: through him 


reconciled unto God, and-entituled unto the © 


Kingdom of Heaven ; but you are the moſt 2 
happy, and have reaſon to take the moſt 
comfort, who have not only relation unto. 


_ Chriſt, but alſo the Manifeſtations of him-; 


who know that Chriſt is yours, and you are 
his, that Ehrift lovethy you, and that his 
Eove, as it had no beginning, ſo it is with- 
out changing, and will know noending. If- 
you know that Chriſt loveth.you, you have 
reaſon to rejoyce, becauſe hereby you may 
know affuredly that you are elected, that 
God by aneternal and unchangeable Decree 


hath ehoſen you; when he+thath choſen: fo 
| few of- fallen Men; and none ofthe fallen 
Angels, and when there was not the leaſt 


foreſeen Motive to induce him hereunto; 
the aſſuranee of-this may yteld: unexpreible 


ſweetneſs untg: you.” Hf you know that | 
: Chiiſt loveth you, you-may:know aſſuredly 


your effeftual Calling, Converſion, and : 
wonderful Unton unto Chriſt ; and O what ' 
matter-of Joy is it. to think. how God: hath : 


callcd you outof darkneizanto-his. marvel-_ 


lous, | 


_ ” 
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of the Snare of the Devil, and the bonds of 


E-- ry ! hafWhe hath wrought a Miracle in your 
fir/t Reſurrection from the Grave and {piri- 


| = power in yout New Creatjons and change of 
” your Natures, as in his firſt Creation of the 
World! how he hath diſſolved, and made 
a divorce between your hearts and your ſins, 


unto the Lord Jetus,: and by chis Conjuncti- 
on and Relation given you an intereſt in all 
the Priviledges which Chriſt hath . Parcha- 
sFed. If you know that. Chriſt doth love 


uſtified rhrough his Merits and Mediation; 
and O what macter of Joy is this, to think 
that all your ſjns Original and ,Actual, are 

| pardoned, thatmone-can lay any-ſjn;to.your 
- charge, becaule God hath juſtified you! 
| that there is none that ſhall condemn you, 


{ Love hath dyedfor.you, andjsnow making 
- Interceſſion fox,you attherighthand of God, 
| Rom. 8. 33, 34-:t0 ;be; acquitted from. 'all 
- [Sguilr, and nomore liable unto future wrath, 
| thanif you had never offended 3 and. when 
| you had no Righteouſneſs of your own, to 


lous light! how he hath delivered you aut | 
your own Lufts, and fet your Souls at liber-' 
tnal Death of Sin, and put forth the tame 


. and{o wonderfully United and eſpouſed you 


Jon you may know afſuredly that you are - 


| becaule Chriſt hath loved you, and oat pe | : ), 


- be accepted as perfecily yo_s iÞ oh -A 
; 1 


the Priviledges 0 
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fight -of God, through the ici of 
Chriſts perfect Righteouſnets? Who have 


reaſon to rejoyce, if you have not- rea- 


ſon? If you know that Chriſt loverh you, 


you may afluredly ſay, that you are-the 5 
Sons and Daughters of the Lord Almighty 
and will you not rejoyce, when.of Children 
of the Devil, Children :'of Diſobedience, 
Children of Wrath, you are made the Chil- - 
dren of God, the Glorious Jehovah, rhat 
ts the. "ſupream Soveraign and King of the 
whole World, and when you have not an 
enmpry. Name only but are..entituled to. all 
f his Children? If you 
know that Chriſt doth love you, you may 


know afſuredly that he will keep alive his | 


Intereſt in you, preſerve his Grace in your 


Hearts, and enable youto perleverein Faith 
and Holineſs; notwithſtanding all the al- 
.luring - Temptations which you may meet 
.withall,in the Woxld, notwithſtanding all 
 . the. Suggeſtions "and oppolitions of Sathan, 


and noxwithſtanding all the poweriul work- 


.ings Yor: remaining lufts and corruptions, 


all which, do , combine rogether, and; uſe all: F 
[their Power - and-policy {which is- great.) 


jto extirpate your Grace, /to-draw you unto. 


fin, to entice or.force you our of the ways 

"of God ; and O what matter of comfort is * 
Mather the Lord Jetus wt-aloveth you, hath | 
Ulhe 
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' undertakenfor yon to keep you in his hand; 
| _ and by. his unſeen but mighty power, to en- 
- . able yon to reſiſt and overcome; to hold on 
' Iirihis Ways, and hold'out unto the end, ſo 
| - that youmay triumph with the Apoſtle, and 
ſay-as Rom. 8. 35, 37. Who ſhall ſeparate us 
from the love of Chrift ? ſhall tribulation, or 
diſtreſs, or perſecution, or famine, or naked- © 
"neſs, or peril, "or ſword? Nay, "mm all thefe 
things we are more than Conquerors throwh 
him that loved us. And you: may be per- 
{waded as Payl was, and greatly rejoyce 
*therein, that, as v. 38, 39. Neither death 
- inor life, nor Angels, nor Principalities, #or © 
Powers, nor things preſent, nor things" to 
come, nor heighth, nor depth, nor any other 
Creature ſhall be able to ſeparate you from 
the love of God'which ts in Chrift Feſus your 
- Lord, If you know that Chriſt Joth love 
'you, you may know -aſſaredly *that your 
Prayers have audience with God, that what- 
ever imperfections and ſinful mixtures they. 
have, yet that they are mingled with the 
_ fweet Incenſe of Chriſts' Merits;/through 
-- Whichthey are perfumed andaccepred ; and 
what comfort is:this; that whatever'you ask 
; «of the Father in the name of your dear-Lord 
Jeſus, if it befor his glory 'and your good, 
 -he will cerrainly.procureit for you:. To con- 
clude, If. you: know: that. Chriſt doth: love - 
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. | you, you may know affuredly that you are + 
| Heirs of the Kingdom of Heaven, and that 
ne | as certainly as you are alive, you ſhall at- 
n | tain eternal felicity in the beatifical Vifton- 
)-] and Fruition of your Lord; as ceriainly as 
d: | you have the firſt Fruits, ſo certainly ſhall 
s5 {| you have the Harveſt; as certainly as you 
| havethe Earneſt, fo certain]y ſhall you have 
- | the Inheritance; as certainly as you ſee-. 
* 5 Chriſt by Faith here, ſo certainly ſhall you 
have the beatifical Viſion of his Perſon and 
{ glory in Heaven, and be made perfectly 
j. happy in the eternal and full enjoyment of 
- him; O how ſhould you'tthen rejoyce in the 
'F Lord, rejoyce in his Perſon, Tejoyce in his 
Love, rejoyce in his Benefits, rejoyce in 
what 'you have, and rejoyce._in what you + 
hope to have by him; rejoyce in what you - 
ſee now, and feel now, and taſte now ; and 
Tejoyce in the foreſights and foretaſts of 
your Happineſs to come. Rejoyce in the 
Lord alwayes, and again I ſay rejoyce. 

2. If you have manifeſtations of Chriſts 
Love unto you, Admire his Free Grace in 
& theſe Manifeſtations ; as 7b. 14. 22. When 
S Chriſt had promiſed to manifeſt him{elf un- 
' to ſuch as love him, Fadas ( not 1ſcariot, 
he was the Traitor, and had no true love 
to his Maſter, but Zadas the Brother of 
Fames ) faith to him, Lord, how 2s it _ 
\ thou 


-— 


204 An Appenatsx concerning 
thou wilt manifeſt thy ſelf unto us, and nat 
unto the World ? This Queſtion is not a 
Queſtion of Enquiry concerning the Way 


and Mannerhow Chriſt would manifeſt him- 

ſelf uato them, butirt is a, Queſtion of Ad- 
. miration concerning the Thing; Tix 2mv im |: 
nay Wenner eupavitew oxzrav. What is done, + 


or What is come to paſs? How is it ? 
or Whence is it? His Qgeſtion did not 


— expect an Anſwer, neithet do we find- 


any to it, but only expreſſed his Wonder 
that Chriſt ſhould manifeſt himlelf unto 
them. And how ſhould you wonder then 
_ thar the Lord Jeſus ſhould manifeſt him- 
{elf unto you ! That the Lord Jeſus, whole 
Name is Wonderful, - and hath ſo many 
Wonders in him, a perſon of ſo great 
' Eminency and Excellency, who hath ſuch 
a Crown of Glory upon his -Head, ſuch 
Robes of Glory upon his Back, and on the 
Veſture of his Garment and his Thigh a 
Name written, King of Kings, and Lord. 
of Loras; that this moſt excellent Perſon 
ſhould manifeſt him{elf unto, You, ſuch 
as You, when he conceals himſelf from 
the greateſt Princes of the Earth, who 
by their Intereſt,. Authority and Influence 


might ſo highly promete his Glory, he. 
. - ſhould manifeſt himſelf unto you, who for 


the moſt part are low and mean, poor and 
SEK deſpi- 
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deſpiſed in the Wotld ; that when he hideth -. 
himlelf from moſt of the Wiſe and Prudenr, 


 Jand great Scholars in the World, who by 


their Parts and Learning might magnifie his 


; [Name, and ſpread his fame, heſhould ma- 
{nifeſt himſelf unto you, who for the moſt 
part are perſons of mean parts and Educati- 


on; that when Chriſt hideth himſelf from 


| many Moraliſts, who have eſcaped the 
© | gfoſler Pollutions which are in the World, 


he ſhoald reveal and manifeſt him'elf unto 


[-you, fome of whom before Converfion 
| were notoriouſly guilty of meſt foul fins 
4 that when Chriſt manifefteth himielf anto 
| 1o few, that yoa ſhould be in the Number 


of thoſe Few z how many wonders are here! 
That this Glorious Perſon ſhould fend. 
down another Glorjous Perſon, I mean the 


" Holy Ghoft, from Heaven (which is 
| more than if he had ſent down all the Glo- 


rious Angels which are in Heaven) to: 


| make this Diſcovery of himſelf unto you 


-+ That heſhould make uſe of the Fooliſhnels 


* of Preaching 2s a means to effect this | 
: thing ; that while a man of like pa 

f and infirmities with your ſelves is opening 
and applying the Sc5iptures; 'the Lord by 


10nsS 


this means ſhould-anveil himlelf and- open 


the treaſures of his Love unto you; that 


your humble, fervent and believing pray- 
ers. 


, f 
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} . ers here on Earth ſhould aſcend up to the. 
q throne of God that is in Heaven, and] 
_ move the Lord Jeſus that is there to come. 
down' Thence, thoagh not in- perſon, yet; 
- by his Spirir; that. prayer ſhould op=n 
Heavens pate, and-have ſuch a prevalency 


for this manifeſtation - and dilcovery of 


- Chriſt ; though the beſt prayers of the beſt 
- men. are not without mixture of fin : that 
_ Whileſt you are fitting at the Lords table, 
_ the Lord himſelf ſhould give: you a vilic, 
and whilſt you are eating bread and wine || 
- at the Sacrament, he ſhould give you to. 
- ſee and feel and taſte himſelf and his Love : 
It was wonder-. 
ful humiliatjon in Chriſt that when he could, 
- Have commanded the moſt ſtately Horſes, 
yea Lions, Elephants, or Unicorns, he 

ould ride to Feruſalem upon an Aſs, and | 
when Chriſt hath the Chariots of ſo ma- | 
ny thouſand. glorious Augels, which he 


by your ſpiritual fenſes. 


could command and ride triumphantly ia 


when he makes diſcovery of himſelf unto Þ 
his people, that he ſhould make uſe of Þ 
_ the Chariots of ſo mean Ordinances in the & 
diſcovery of himſelf unto you; how many F 


wonders are here! how ſhould you-admire 


| - his wonderful. Grace and. Love, and ſay, 


Wheat is man that thou art thus mindful. of 


' him, or any. of the ſons of 'men, that thou | 
| ſhouldſs } 
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the. ſhouldſt thus viſit them? what are we un- 


f worthy wretches ? and why ſhouldſt thou ma- 
| ifeſt thy ſelf unto us? Even ſo, dear Feſus, 


| becauſe it ſeemed good in thy fight. Fiſpe- 
] cially you have reaſon to wonder and ad- 


mire at the manifeſtations which Chriſt hath 
given of himſelf and love to' you, when - 
you conſider the excellency of thele mani- 
feſtations. and diſcoveries beyond all other 


] diſcoveries. If you have ſeen the moſt rare 
| works of Art- and human Invention, the 


moſt curiors Pictures, the moſt ſtately E- 


| difices, or any other works of the moſt in- 
4 genious contrivement : If you have viewed 
' the works of Nature which do far exceed 


thoſe” of -Art, the beautiful frame of the 
Heavens over your heads, and the glori- 
ous Luminaries of Sun, Moon, and Stars, 


| in their wonderfal light and motion; the 


Earth under your feet when it hath got on 
its beſt attire; when the fields are cloathed 


with grafs in the Spring, or enriched with 
corn in the Summer; If you have ſeen the 


| moſt pleaſant Brooks and Streams, and 
& Fountains of water, the moſt ſtately Groves 
F with lofty and broad ſhadowing Trees 


ly laden with variety of the moſt delici- 1 


the moſt flouriſhing Orchards, moſt rich- 


ous fruit; the moſt delightful Gardens 
36H | | | with 


F ' with. yatiery of. the. choiceſt Flowers caſt 


a 


the Air, all forts of Beaſts on the Earth, | 


the moſt goodly Men that ever were born; 


ling beauty. , What is the fight, of all 
that ever .,wete. viſible .to the eye of the 
body 2. the. ſight, of all is but mean and con- 
tempiible, and not worthy to he nam2d in. 
- campari{on with the ſight of the Lord Je- 


auty. and lovelineſs there js to be found 


infinitely more beauty and .lovelineſs in 
Jeſus Chriſt : -all viſible beauty is but a:ſha- | 
| - dow, .in Chriſt there is ſubſtantial beangy.; 
| all viſible beauty 1s fading ;. like the flower 
\ that ſoon \wichereth, like the leaf that 
ſoon fadeth, but in Chriſt there is per- 
manent beauty : all vifible -beauty is in- 


with. yariety of. th calb]” gf 

_ ivg forth the moſt. fragrant. ſmell; If you 
have ſeen all ſorts of -Birds and Fowls igF 
all forts of Fiſh in the-Sea 4 If you have leen : 
the- faireſt Women, with che moſt ſpark- | 


thele things, ,aad the moſt [oyely.,objects | 


s by the eye..of the Soul. Whatever 


in any or. in all viſible Creatures, there. is 


feriour and mean, yea deformity compa- 
red with Chriſts, tranſcendent . lovelineſs. 
| There is no diſcovery to the. eye, of the 
" mind comparable to the diſcoyery. .of 
> Chriſt unto the eye of Faith. -The;lighr 
: of Nature in the greateſt improyamoen 

=D 


FT pariſon with 'the ſpiritual light of the 
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| and bright, no light ſo pure and ſweet, as 


13] - Jeſus unto the Soul. This diſcovery of 
*-] Chrift doth diſpel] clouds from the Mind, 


IT and exhale luſts from the Heart ; it doth 
s | brighten the Underſtanding and cleanſe the - 


AﬀeCtions; it doth warm the Heart with 


it gives a moſt ſweer peace and tranquilli- 
ty to the ſpirit, and withall brings in ſuch 


mire the Riches of the Grace and kind- 
' neſs of the Lord Jeſus Chriit unto you ! 
that he ſhould give unto you this diſco- 
very of himſelf,, when the diſcovery is 
| fo admirable, fo excellent, fo defirable, 
ſo uſeful, and which doth lift you up into 
a far higher degree of excellency, than 
the otherwile moſt accomplitht perſons 
in the world, that are without this diſco- 
very. 


3. To conclude, If you have theſe ma- 
nifeſtations of Chriſt and his love unto 
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4 


of ir, is but a-weak and: dim light in com- 


e 

£ love, and fill the Heart with comfort ; 
| it quiets the Conſcience and purifies it ; 
; 


ſpiritual joy, as is unſpeakable and full 
of Glory. O how then fhould you ad- © 


nowledge of Chriſt. No light fo clear 


©l ]- that which makes diſcovery of the Lord _ 
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” you | => 3 : home: 0: retain theſe manif, T ations." 7 
[to s word take heed of indulging your | 


_ ſelves in-any fins, which may provoke | 


-him to depart from you, and withdraw 


the ſweet and comfortable influences of 


=. his Spirir, and be diligent in. the uſe of 
Fall means and ordinances, publick, pri- 
yate and ſecret, whereby you may. main- 
tain daily Communion and Fellowſhip | 


with him, 
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